
PARIS (R) — Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat has married 28-year-old 
M*a Tawil, one of Ms advisers on economic affairs, Arab rffrinmatr 
wmow said on Tuesday. Ms. TawiTs mother Raymooda 1M, a 
author and activist, told Reuters: “I cannot deny it, bat it b 
O unrman Arafat's right to declare it officially. “I betieve there win be a * 
“numanque from Palestine Liberation Organisation headquarters in 
Toms about tins hi a day or two." Mr. Arafat, who heads the PLO, was 
not available for comment in Tonis. The Arab sources said Mr. Arafat, 

62, aiamed Ms. Tawil in Tunis last month- He is a Sonni Muslim while the 
lawns are Greek Orthodox Christians. “Chairman Arafat is the spiritual 

leader of all Palestinians and this would be an important gesture indicating 
the unity of Paksthnan Muslims and Christians," Raymooda Tawil said. 
Mr. Arafat baa not been married before. He often replied he was 
“married to the revolution" when asked why he had not wed. Suha Tawil 
worked directly with Mr. Arafat in Tunis for two years after studying at 
Catbotic high schools in the Israeti-occopied West Bank. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign Minister Kamel Aba Jaber returned to 
Amman Wcdoesriay after attending the meeting ml^amaca, Cyprus of the 
foreign ministers of the Nod- Abated Movement. The outcome of the 
m*wHngc was positive and covered the future rote of the Non- Aligned 
Movement, Dr. Abu Jaber said in an arrival statement. Disaaszon 
centered among other things on the chairmanship of the Non-Aligned 
Movement until September of 1992, due to difficulties facing Yugoslavia, 
the current chairman. Dr. Abu Jaber noted. He said agreement was 
reached that Indonesia should serve as co-chairman during this period. In 
the absence of the Soviet Union and the emergency of a new world order, 
die rote of the Non-Aligned Movement assumes greater importance, Dr. 
Aba Jaber said. He said the Non-Aligned Movement wiQ from now on 
represent a forum where the Third Work! nations can present their cases. 
The foreign minister said that he had met with the foreign ministers of 
Egypt, Syria and Tunisia for in-depth discussions about the current 
situation in the Middle East, the ongoing peace process at the bilateral 
and multilateral levels. But he noted farther meetings were Deeded among 
the Arab parties. 



Votmne 17 Number 4924 


AMMAN THURSDAY-FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6-7, 1992, SHAA’BAN 2-3, 1412 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


Jordan expects more 
returnees from Kuwait 


* 




By Sana Sabbngh 

Renter 

AMMAN — Kuwait’s tight new 
residency laws will force all bat a 
fraction of the remaining 7,000 
Jordanians, moody of Palestinian 
origin, to leave the emirate soon, 
a Jordanian official said on 
Wednesday. 

They wfl] join 300,000 who left 
either when the Gulf crisis started 
or at the end of the Golf war, 
when Kuwait cracked down on 
Palestinians suspected of col- 
laborating with Iraq’s occupation 
army. 

Kuwait, seeking to make its 


600,000 nationals a majority in 
their own country, has set a 
^February 15 deadHne for all non- 
Knwalda to begin processing their 
residence permits. 

“Of comae, Kuwait is telling 
every conn try and party that is 
pressing them to keep the re- 
maining Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians that they are not forcing 
them to leave,” one senior Jorda- 
nian official said. 

“But with the tight residence 
regulations they are enforcing 
aid the criteria they are setting, 
they will only keep a nominal 

(Condoned on page 2) 


Spain to return 69 Iraqi refugees to Jordan 

MADRID, Spain (AP) — Spanish immigration authorities 
decided Wednesday to return 69 Iraqi refugees to Amman 
because they (fid not qualify for political asylum. The refugees 
were part of a planeload of 84 Iraqi men, women and children 
held at Madrid's airport since they arrived last weekend from 
Amman. They were to leave Madrid later Wednesday. Spanish 
au t h or iti es agreed to let in nine of the Iraqis who appear to have 
grounds for political refugee status, an interior ministry spokes- 
man said. “The cases of those now will be studied farther. The 
. others are economic hardship cases,” said the spokesman, who is 
not identified in keeping with custom. 

Czechoslovak tanks need permit to leave Danish port 

COPENHAGEN (R) — A ship carrying 12 Czechoslovak-made 
tanks believed bound for Syria has docked at a Danish' port but 
must apply for an export permit before it can resume its voyage, a 
justice ministry official said cm Wednesday. “Under oar rules on 
weapons exports, the owner must apply for an export permit 
because the ship is in a Danish port, even if it is in transit,” said 
the official, Joergen Poolsen. He said the foreign ministry was 
looking into the matter. Police have orders not to allow the ship to 
leave the small port of Soeby, where it docked on Monday after 
nmning aground the previous day, until it Iras die necessary 
papers, Denmark's Ritzau news agency said. 

Editor-in-chief of opposition newspaper dies 

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — The body of Philip Galab, editor-in-chief 
of a leftist opposition newspaper, was found Wednesday in his 
apartment, ap pare n t ly dead from natural causes, said an official 
of die political party that owns the newspaper. When the punctual 
Mr. Galab, 60, failed to arrive at the A1 Ahali newspaper at his 
normal tune, colleagues went to his home and forced open the 
door, said the official. The newspaper belongs to the Marxist 
National Unionist Progressive Party. “His body was found in tire 
apartment,” said the official, who refused to let his name be 
reported. “There was no sign of anything unusual. It’s believed 
dial he died of natural causes.” Mr. Galab’s career in journalism 
began in 1955. He worked with die government-owned A1 
Akhbar newspaper and also wrote for Rose A1 Yousef, a leftist 
weekly magazine. (Mr. Galab used to contribute a weekly 
cohunmn to the Arabic daily A1 Ra’i). He is survived by his wife 
arid a son, who were out of town when he died. 

4 shot dead in gun attack In Belfast 

BELFAST (R) — At least four men were killed and several 
injured when a gunman burst into a Belfast bookmakers’ shop on 
Wednesday and opened fire uKfiscrinrinately, police said. The 
shop was in a predominantly Catholic neighbourhood and 
detectives feared it could be a revenge attack by Protestant 
extremists for the IRA killing of eight Protestant construction 
workers with a bomb last month. An eyewitness said “a gunman, 
burst into the shop and sprayed it with machinegun fire.” 

2 Arabs, an Egyptian accused of spying 

CAIRO (AP)' — Security police arrested an Israeli Arab, his 
daughter and an Egyptian on suspicion of spying for the Jewish 
state but later released the Egyptian, authorities said Wednesday. 
Speaking ano ny mously under government guidelines, officials 
identified the Israelis as Fares Subhi Misrati, 41, and his daughter 
Faika. Tire Egyptian was identified as Ali Hassan Attiyeh, a social 
researcher. After interrogation, a security prosecutor ordered the 
Israelis transferred to Torah prison south of Cairo and released 
tire Egyptian for lack of evidence, the sources said. 

‘Israel and Syria in secret contacts 1 

TEL AVIV (R)— Israel’s Davar newspaper said on Tuesday that 
Syria and Israel were engaged in secret contacts to cat a 
land-for-peace deal. An Israeli spokesman called the report 
“totally baseless.” Quoting unnamed U.S. sources, Davar said 
Israeli and Syrian intelligeEice agents were at work on a peace 
accord based initially on Israel's partial withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights. The sources said bilateral talks launched in 
Madrid last October were a mere smokescreen for the secret 
contacts, Davar reported. They added there would be no progress 
in the next round expected later this month, probably in 
Washington. 

54% of Israelis favour land for peace 

TEL AVIV (AP)— The majority of Israelis support trading land 
for peace to resolve die Arab-IsraeH conflict, provided Israel’s 
security is guaranteed, according to a poD released Tuesday. The 
poD by tire Dahaf Institute in Td Aviv indicated that 54 per cent 
of Israelis would return most of the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip to Arab rale following an interim period of 
autonomy. The finding is c o nsisten t with poll results in recent 
years, which generally show more than half of Israelis favouring a 
land-for^peace formula. In the latest survey, 42 per cent of the 
1,100 Israelis polled advocate Israeli annexation of the occupied 
lands. The remainder had no opinion. 

Kuwait, Britain to sign defence pact next week 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait and Britain will sign a wide-ranging 
defence pact during a visit to London by tire emirate’s deforce 
ministe r next week, Kuwaiti officials said on Wednesday. 
Defence Minister Sheikh AH Sabah A1 Salem A1 Sabah would 
travel to London on Saturday and the signing ceremony would 
take place on Tuesday, the officials added. 


Blizzard ‘freezes’ Jordan; 215 injured 

New storm hits today 
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By a Jordan Times staff reporter 

AMMAN — The blizzard that hit 
Jordan in the last 48 hours, dis- 
rupting communications and 
other basic services, is to be 
followed yet by another storm 
expected to arrive by Thursday 
evening, the Department of 
Meteorology said Wednesday. 

A low depression over the 
Mediterranean will affect the 
country by all Thursday night and. 
Friday morning with more rain 
and hail but with snow only on 
very high mountains, the depart- 
ment said. 

It wanted of frost formation 
and poor viability in almost all 
areas if the Kingdom. 

The b lizzar d caused 414 road 
accidents and various incidents 
with 215 persons sustaining in- 


juries, accenting to the Civil De- 
fence Department ( CDD), 
whose teams were alerted for 
e merge n cy cases. 

CDD personnel were called 
out in 190 cases to rescue people 
cut oft by the snow or to deal with 
flooded homes and pull out cars' 
stranded on highways. Two peo- 
ple died m fires in the Karak 
region in southern Jordan and 
numerous people with heart or 
kideny conditions were carried by 
CDD ambulances to hospital, the 
statement said. 

The CDD asked the public to 
call the following telephone num- 
bers in real emergency: 193,198 
and 199. 

The blizzard has forced die 
closure of schools, universities 
and public and private institution 
and caused the cfisrnption of tele- 


phone lines and etectricty sup- 
plies in many areas. 

The Queen Alia international 
airport, which was temporary 
dosed early in the storm is now 
functioning normally. But the 
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) 
director Ahmad Xweiber 
announced, a rescheduling of 
flights in view of the weather 
conditions. The main reason for 
the delay in some flights was die 
closure of parts of the main high- 
way leading to the airport. 

Minister of Energy and Miner- 
al Resources Ali Abul Ragheb 
told the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra that power failures were 
restricted to some areas in the 
Balqa region, Amman and Mada- 
ba district but repair teams were 

(Continued on page 2) 





Snow blanketed most of Jordan Wednesday as the 
eastern Mediterranean region suffered from snow- 


storms accompanied by gad winds, rah and hod 
(photo by Yousef A! ’Allan) 


Crown Prince: Bush’s 
re-election good for peace 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
has expressed the view that the 
re-election of U.S. President 
George Bush for another term in 
office is bound to offer good 
op p ort un ities for making prog- 
ress in tire ongoing Middle East 
peace negotiations. 

In an interview with the Frank- 
furter Aflgemeine newspaper, the 
Crown Prince said there was no 
question about Jordan’s credibil- 
ity in the peace negotiations, and 
that every effort should be ex- 
erted, especially at die most cri- 
tical stage, during the coming 
American presidential elections. 

Should Israel persist in its pre- 
sent position with regard to its 
settlement programme in the 
occupied territories, even if it 
does not get U.S. financial aid, to 
its refusal to exchange land for 


peace and to denying the Palesti- 
nians from the diaspora and east 
Jerusalem the right of taking part 
in the peace negotiations, then 
the two sides will have reached a 
zero-sum game, the Crown 
Prince noted. 

That point has not been 
readied yet, die Crown Prince 
told the leading German news- 
paper. Bnt should that be die 
case, the Grown Prince added, 
then Jordan would have to think 
about the issue of continuing the 
talks. • 

Any progress at die political 
level in the peace negotiations, he 
said, should be coupled with an 
agreement on economic aid to the' 
region. 

Prince Hassan said there 
should be fairness in the treat- 
ment of Jewish and Palestinian 
immigrants, noting that the 


Israelis continue to receive and 
spend $50,000 for the settlement 
of every Jewish immigrant, while 
the Palestinians are receiving 
very tittle in contrast. 

In the interview, the Down 
Prince demanded dial Jordan be 
helped to settle its foreign debts, 
now estimated at $8.2 billion, 
noting that Jordan sustained crip- 
pling losses in the Gulf war and 
the subsequent economic sanc- 
tions amounting to $10 billion. 

The question of Jordan's eco- 
nomic hardships and losses sus- 
tained because of the Gulf crisis, 
he said, should-come up .at the 
peace negotiations which should 
also take into account equitable 
distribution of natural wealth, 
water and oil so that the region 
can avoid further conflicts in die 

(Contained en page 3) 


8 dead, 50 injured as police, EIS battle 

Conflict escalates in Algeria 


ALGIERS, Algeria (Agencies) 
— Eight people were killed and 
50 wounded outside a courthouse 
as security forces battled angry 
crowds in bloodiest dash of a 
three-week crackdown on Mus- 
lim fundamentalists, the state 
radio said Wednesday. 

The dash in Batna was one of 
several ic eastern Algeria on 
Tuesday oct&ids ' courtrooms 
where Islamic Salvation Front 
leaders were on trial for allegedly 
violating new Ian’s banning poli- 
tical activity at mosques. 

The radio said security forces 
seized a large quantity of explo- 
sives hidden in a mosque in Bat- 
na. 

More gunfire was heard 
Wednesday in Batna, where most 
businesses were dosed and secur- 
ity forces sealed off the city cen- 
tre. There were no immediate 


reports of new casualties. 

According to a police -com- 
munique, violence flared Tues- 
day after a Muslim cleric was 
sentenced to two months in pris- 
on for disturbing public order 
with provocative statements. 

Riot police units called in army 
reinforcements to ward off repe- 
ated attacks by fundamentalist 
supporters, many throwing stones 
and others firing shots from bal- 
conies of surrounding buddings, 
police said. 

Some attackers tried to set fire 
to armoured vehicles, the com- 
munique said. 

At least one policemen was 
wounded by a gunshot, the com- 
munique said. It did not give a 
breakdown of other casualties. 

The security forces initially 
used tear gas, but this was in- 
effective, and warnings shot were 


fired, police said. 

New laws bar political activity 
at Algeria's 10,000 mosques and 
ban crowds from gathering out- 
side to bear political speeches in 
the form of prayers. 

The Salvation Front, whose 
imminent electoral victory was 
blocked last month, appealed to 
its supporters to join a “peaceful 
national march” in Algiers on 
after weekly prayers cm Friday. It 
said marchers would demand res- 
toration of cancelled elections 
and release of jailed fun- 
damentalist leaders. 

Regulations imposed last 
November require advance 
approval of mass marches. The 
Salvation Front announcement 
did not say whether approval had 
been sought or received. 

On Tuesday, the front called 

(Cont inu ed cm page 3) 


U.N. 

retains 

sanctions 

against 

Iraq 

UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The Security Council on 
Wednesday retained economic 
sanctums against Iraq after com- 
pleting its periodic reivew of the 
trade embargo imposed shortly 
after Baghdad’s troops invaded 
Kuwait in August, 1990, diplo- 
mats said. 

Iraq has violated the Gulf war 
ceasefire agreement by refusing 
to allow tiie United Nations to 
ensure dial it neither buiktf nor 
buys new weapons of mass des- 
truction, a UJ4. official says. 

In addition, President Saddam 
Hussein’s government called off 
talks that were to begin Wednes- 
day in Vienna to arrange the sate 
of Iraqi oil to buy food and 
medicine and pay reparations, 
another U.N. spokesman said 
Tuesday. 

Stung by a U.N. trade embar- 
go, Iraq has experienced food 
shortages and soaring prices. 

In a message to the United 
Nations, Iraq said it will not 
accept the monitoring of future 
anns-buflding or purchasing, said 
Rolf Efceus, chairman of the 
U.N. special comnrisaon that is 
in charge of dismantling Iraqi 
weapons. 

Mr. Ekens said in a telephone 
interview that the U.N. Security 
Council could take up the matter 
as early as Wednesday, when it 
was pdbeduled to review sanctions 
imposed on Baghdad following 
the country’s August 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

Although sometimes creating 

(Coutaned on page 2) 


Frost damages crops in 
northern Jordan Valley 


Nidal M. Ibrahim 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Freezing tempera- 
tures coupled with the result- 
ing “devastating” frost have 
resulted in damage to between 
50 and 90 per cent of crops in 
the northern Jordan Valley re- 
gion, the minister of agricul- 
ture said Wednesday. 

“We’ve had a lot of crop 
damage resisting from the 
frost,” said Munster of Api- 
culture Fayez Khasawneh. 
“Not from the rain or snow, 
from the frost” 

The cold temperatures of the 
last me weeks have caused 
damage to 90 per cent of the 
squash, 80 per cent of the 
siring beans, 70 per cent of the 
potatoes, 70 per cent of the 
tomatoes, SO per cent of the 
eggplants and 50 per cent of 
the sweet peppers in the mid- 
northern part of the Jordan 


Valley, Mr. Khasawneh said. 

No financial estimates of the 
damage was immediately avail- 
able, the minister said. 

More damage is expected “if 
we get any frost that is more 
severe than the one we’ve 
had,” be said. 

On Wednesday, the 
Meteorological Department 
reported that the storm which 
has dumped about 15 cm of 
snow on the country in the past 
two days was expected to pick 
up again today. 

Despite having advanced 
warning of expected cold 
weather, there was little the 
Ministry of Agriculture could 
do to help fanners, Mr. Kha- 
sawneh said. He said the minis- 
try regularly warns farmers not 
to plant early to avoid the 
period of frost 

Statistically, be said, one out 
of every three years win have a 
period of frost similar to the 


one the country is currently 
experiencing. Mr. Khasawneh 
said he did not know what 
percentage of farmers followed 
the ministry’s advice. 

“Fanners are independent 
and very severely hxfivichiatis- 
tic in their thinking," be said. 
“They take, risks (by planting 
early). Sometimes they make 
money and sometimes they 
lose money." 

- Meanwhile, a ministerial 
committee has been set up to 
determine the extent of dam- 
age suffered by farmers as a 
result of the cold weather and 
frost, according to the Jordan 
News Agency, ?etra. The news 
agency also said that Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shak- 
er has instructed the Ministry 
of Agriculture to use funds in a 
special fund to help farmers 
absorb some of the losses re- 
sulting from tiie frost The 
special fond had been set up to 


fund land reclamation pro- 
jects. 

The Petra statement also 
sqjd that the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, the Ministry of Fi- 
nance and the Agricultural 
Credit Corporation (ACC) had 
been instituted to coordinate 
cm providing easy term loans to 
farmers and stockbreeders. 

The cold front and accom- 
panying frost was not com- 
pletely bad, though, said the 
uumstcr. “The precipitation is 
general ... has been very help- 
ful for the entire agricultural 
picture,” he said. “We expect 
this to have a very good effect 
on the crop season. Also, while 
we bare frost damage to crops, 
the frost might also influence 
the epidemic that we’ve had 
with the wtotefly and the virus 
that* it carries." 

hi the 1990-91 season, die 

(Contin ued on page 3) 


Palestinian dies in 
Shin Bet custody 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Police win investigate the 
deafa of a Palestinian who died in 
the custody of Israel’s Sinn Bet 
secret service after complaining 
to a judge he was being tortured, 
officials said Wednesday. 

Mustafa Akawi, 36, died on 
Monday night or Tuesday in a 
Shin Bet lockup in the occupied 
West bank town of Hebron. Re- 
latives said he was in good health 
before his arrest on Jan. 22, .. 

An autopsy has not yet been 
per fo rm ed, but the family has 
received permission to have a 
physician - of its choice present, - 
said Ehud Go!, a spokesman for 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

The Shm Bet is directly re- 
sponsible to Mr. Shamir and does 
not bare an official spokesnan. 

Mr. Akawi’s death renewed 
debate over tiie methods of the 
Shin Bet, which interrogates 
Palestinian detainees. It also tubs 


a network of Arab informers to 
keep tabs on the Palestinians in 
the occupied lands and to prevent 
guerrilla attacks against Israelis. 

Leading Israeli liberals called 
for an independent investigation. 

Israeli and international human 
rights groups have alleged 
Palestinian detainees are routine- 
ly tortured. Methods include se- 
vere beatings, hooding prisoners, 
shackling them in painful posi- 
tions and depriving them of sleep 
for days. 

Israeli officials have denied the 
allegations, saying cases of mis- 
treatment are rare and always 
investigated. 

Since the December 1987^ff 
of the Palestinian uprising, five 
Pakstimans died as a remit of 
torture during interrogation and 
two committed suicide 
in breaks between interrogation 

(Co ntin ued on page 3) 


Bilaterals resume in 
Washington Feb. 24 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
has asked Israelis and Palesti- 
nians to resume peace talks on 
Feb. 24 in Washington, leaders in 
both camps said Wednesday. 

The date initially mentioned 
was Feb. 10, but Mr. Baker 
wanted the talks postponed until 
after lie returns from trips abroad 
so be can be present for what is 
expected to be a tough session, an 
Israeli government official said. 

“He (Baker) wants to be there 
for the peace talks,” the official 
said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

Israeli newspapers said Mr. 
Baker planned to take an active 
rote this time, offering comprom- 
ise proposals to keep the talkson 
track. 

A posable deadlock could de- 
velop between the Israelis and 
the Palestinians over Jewish set- 
tlements in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. The 
Pakstimans have said they would 


ask for a freeze in settlement 
construction es a precondition for 
continuing negotiations. Israel 
has said it would not stop con- 
struction. 

Ghassan Khatib," a member of 
the Palestinian delegation, con- 
firmed that the Americans have 
proposed a Feb. 24 meeting date. 
He said the Palestinians preferred 
an earlier date, but have not 
made a final response. 

Ehud Gol, a spokesman for 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
said: “The date is still under 
discussion. It’s dear that it won’t 
be on the 10th.” 

Mr. Gol said Israel has agreed 
to hold another round in 
Washington, despite its earlier 
insistence that the talks must be 
moved to the Middle East as 
quickly as possible. 

Bilateral talks between Israel, 
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and the 
Palestinians began at the October 
peace conference in Madrid, 

• ( Continued on page 2) 


Peres says he would 
compromise on Golan 


TEL AVIV (R) — Opposition 
Labour Party leader Shimon 
Peres, gearing up for a June 
election, said on Wednesday be 
would compromise with Syria on 
Israeli control of tbe Golan 
Heights. 

T would be open to a territo- 
rial compromise with Syria on the 
Golan Heights, Mr. Peres told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Peres threw his first poli- 
tical punch of the election cam- 
paign on Tuesday when he said 
he would support a freeze on 
building new Jewish settlements 
in tbe occupied territories. 

He appeared to be staking out 
a conciliatory position on peace 
talks with Arab states and Palesti- 
nians in contrast to the rival 
Lflcnd party of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir. 

Syria's central demand in die 
talks has been an Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan Heights 


— strategic hills captured in the 
1967 Middle East war. 

Labour also hopes to make 
political ' gain from unemploy- 
ment which bas risen to over 10 
per cent, a 20-year-high, during 
Mr. Shamir's term. 

“The problems are economic 
but most of the solutions are 
political,” Mr. Peres said. 

He said he believed the upcom- 
ing campaign would be fought 
over economic issues. Opinion 
polls show Likud has a slight edge 

over Labour ahead of the June 23 

vote. 

Mr, Shamir is having trouble 
gening S10 billion in U.S. loan 
guarantees to fund absorption of 
400,000 Jewish immigrants from 
tiie former Soviet Union since 
late 1989. 

, His hardline government's 
drive to expand settlements in the 

(CoBtfamed ou page 2) 
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51 million 1992 
iman budget unveiled 


Doctors honoured for charity services 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The greater 
Amman Municipality Wednesday 
announced that its 1992 fiscal 
budget amounts to JD 51 million, 
JD 29 million of which has been 
allocated for municipal projects 
for appropriation of property for 
public untilities and for paying 
compensation for lands to be 
used in this regard. 

The announcement was made 
by Nizar Khammash, assistant 
secretary general of die Amman 
Municipal Council, who said that 
the projects to be carried out had 
been well planned and studied 
with the Municipal Council tak- 
ing into account services required 
by each district. 

The projects will be carried out 
in accordance with a timetable 
ranging from road paving to 
creating market places, Mr. Karri- 
mash noted. 

He said that JD 4 million were 
allocated for maintaining or 
opening roads, JD 1.5 million was 
allocated to build a culvert at the 
Muhajirin Bridge, JD 100,000 to 


create a main bus terminal in the 
centre of Amman and JD €00,000 
to build retaining walls and pave- 
ments. 

Meanwhile, Amman Munici- 
pality officials announced that 
they have taken precautionary 
measures to deal with die coming 
snowstorm and to reopen roads 
blocked by the snow. 

Municipality officials said that 
a central operations room has 
been created at Ras A! Ein Dis- 
trict to direct emergency teams 
and to receive public complaints. 
It said relief operations were 
being coordinated with those of 
the Ministry of Interior, civil de- 
fence and the public security. 

In addition to main streets, 
road-clearing equipment is being 
used to open road approaches to 
hospitals and side roads leading 
to public health clinics, the offi- 
cials added. They said that va- 
rious repair teams have been b- 
structed to speed up work in 
fixing street and traffic lights and 
remove broken trees. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Their Majes- 
ties King Hussein and Queen 
Noor Wednesday nut with a 
group of doctors from the United 
States who are here on a huma- 
nitarian visit, and awarded the 
founder of the group the Jorda- 
nian Al Istiklal Medal of the First 
Order. 

In a meeting with Physicians 
for Peace, King Hussein awarded 
the medal to Dr. Charles Horton 
to “promote international 
friendship and peace through 


medicine,” according to a press 
statement from the Royal Court. 

A medal was also awarded to 
Dr. Gaith Shubeilat, president of . 
the Jordanian Society for Plastic 
and Reconstructive Surgeons. 

The Physicians for Peace team, 
consisting of eight volunteer re- 
construct ive surgeons, was in the 
Kingdom to operate on needy 
patients and exchange informa- 
tion with their Jordanian counter- 
parts. The operations performed 
by die group involve reconstruc- 


New storm hits today 


Home News in Brief 


Parliament sessions delayed 

AMMAN (Petra) — Due to the prevailing weather conditions. 
Speaker of the Upper House of Parliament Ahmad Al Lawzi has 
decided to postpone the House’s Thursday meeting till next 
Monday. For the same reason the Lower House's Wednesday 
meeting was postponed by Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat till 
Sunday. 

Committee meeting delayed 

AMMAN (Petra) — Agriculture Minister Fayez Khasawneh 
decided Wednesday to postpone a meeting for the National 
Afforestation Committee which was due to convene Wednesday 
at the ministry till further notice. The postponement was 
attributed to the prevailing weather conditions. 

Society receives $35,000 contribution 

AMMAN (Petra) — Al Hussein Society for the Rehabilitation of 
the Physically Handicapped has received a $35,000 contribution 
from the Ambassador Community College of California, accord- 
ing to sources at the society. The sources said the contribution, 
which is provided by the college annually, was presented by the 
college’s assistant dean who was on a visit to the country. The 
contribution will help support the society’s various activities and 
programmes, die sources added. The Ambassador College, the 
sources said, has over the past 10 years sent volunteers to work m 
handicapped rehabilitation centres. 

Company working hard to supply fuels 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company 
has worked during the snowstorm on providing all gas stations in 
the Kingdom with fuel, according to an official source at the 
company. The source said the company has distributed during the 
storm more than 2,300 tonnes of kerosene and 3,000 tonnes of 
diesel on a daily basis. It added that the company’s technical 
tespns work around the clock to provide gas stations with needs of 
oil derivatives. 

to build stadium 

RAMTHA (Petra) — Al Ramtha Municipality is currently 
carrying out a municipal stadium project in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Youth, Ramtha Mayor Fawwaz Al Zu'bi said 
Wednesday. Mr. Zn*bi said the stadium will be ready for use 
before the end of the year. The mayor said the municipality has 
obtained a JD 300,000 loan from the Cities and Villages Develop- 
ment Bank. The loan will be used in financing several of the 
municipality's projects. 


(Continued from page 1) 

racing against time to restore 
supplies. 

The Ministry of Health 
announced that it placed all hos- 
pitals and health centres on 
emergency with all sections oper- 
ating 24 hours a day to deal with 
any emergency. Extra ambu- 
lances have been assigned to take 
night shifts as a precautionary 
measure. Al Bashir Hospital said 
that it dealt with 620 emergency 
cases in 48 hours. 

The Public Security Depart- 
ment said Wednesday that all 
main streets in Amman were 
passable but most of the side 
roads were still blocked by snow. 
Interior Minister Jawdat Al Sboul 
said in a statement Wednesday 
that the Ministry of Interior's 
central operations room will con- 
tinue to operate 24 hours a day 
particularly in view of the coming 
storm. He appealed to the public 
to heed warnings issued from 


time to time by tbe ooocerened 
departments urging motorists to 
avoid driving on the roads except 
in emergency. 

Tbe council of ministers re- 
viewed the general conditions in 
the country at a special meeting 
held Tuesday evening, with 
ministers of water and irrigation, j 
and public works reporting on tbe 
situation and the measures taken 
to deal with the consequences of j 
the storm. 

According to Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) Secretary 
General Abdul Aziz Wisbab, tbe 
King Talai Dam which has more 
than 80 s million cubic metre 
capacity is now almost full. He 
said all the other dams have been 
filled by the rain water and the 
melting snow. The Public Secur- 
ity announced that the King Hus- 
sein and Prince Mohammad 
bridges have been closed until 
further notice due to the rise in 
the level of water in tbe Jordan I 
River. 


Jordan expects more returnees 


• (Continued from page 1) 
number of Jordanians and 
Palestinians to keep their records 
dean,” be told Reuters. 

“Maybe only 500 of the re- 
maining 7,000 Jordanians there 
will be allowed to stay and some 
1,000 of the 17,000 Gazans (peo- 
ple from the Israeli -held Gaza 
Strip) who bold Egyptian iiavei 
documents,” he added. 

Jordan's embassy in Kuwait 
has been dosed since the crisis 
and Kuwait has refused to let 
Amman send any diplomats. 
Kuwait’s mission is still open in 
Jordan. 

Most of the 400,000-strong 
Palestinian community left the 
emirate after losing government 


jobs. 

Kuwaitis claim Jordan and .the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) supported Iraq in the 
Gulf crisis. 

The influx of 300.000 people 
has stretched to the limi t the 
resources of Jordan, which 
already faced an economic crisis 
with high unemployment and a 
falling standard of living. 

Jordan says its appeals to the 
international community for help 
have fallen on deaf ears. 

It needs $3.14 billion over the 
next three years to help resettle 
the returnees, whose remittances 
were an important source of sup- 
port for the country's balance of 
payments. 


Peres ready to give up Golan 

(Continued from page I) thousands of houses already 


occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip prompted the Bush adminis- 
tration to link aid to curbs on 
settlement building. 

“By directing money spent on 
settlements to creation of new 
jobs, we could get the $10 billion 
of guarantees and an American 
commitment to end the Arab 
boycott. This would create 60.000 
to 70,000 jobs,” Mr. Peres said. 

Mr. Peres siad be favoured a 
freeze on all new settlements but 
would allow completion of 


thousands of houses already 
under construction in the territor- 
ies, home to 1.75 million Palesti- 
nians under Israeli military 
occupation. 

He said a halt to settlement 
would dear tbe way for a deal 
with Palestinians on limited self 
role. Palestinians and Arab states 
have demanded a freeze through- 
out the Middle East peace talks 
that began in Madrid in October. 

Mr. Peres said peace with Arab 
states would also be economic 
boon for Israel by opening up a 
vast new Middle Eastern market. 


GOING ON U.N. retains Iraq sanctions 


• The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with tbe concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

j "w Exhibition of paintings by Iraqi artist Mahmoud Al Obddi at 
j Alia Art Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition by Iraqi artist Salma Al Allaq at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

* Exhibition of drawings by the French school's k ind er ga rten 
children at the French Cultural Centre. 

it Exhibition of paintings by Shaker Hassan Al Said at Abdul 
Hameed Shuman Foundation Gallery (10 a.m.-8 p.m.) 

THEATRE 

| i? Arabic play entitled “Gdgamesh” at die Royal Cultural 
Centre — 8 p.m. 


(Coutianed from page 1) 
obstacles or hiding military 
equipment, Baghdad has grud- 
gingly complied with U.N. efforts 
to identify and destroy Iraq’s 
nuclear, chemical and biological 
weapons under terms of the Gulf 
war ceasefire dictated by (be 
U.S.-led allies and approved 'by- 
foe Security Council. 

The destruction of existing 
weapons is being complied with, 
said Mr. Ekeus, a Swede. But 
Iraq is rejecting the third part of 
the disarmament plan in foe ceas- 
efire agreement, which “has to do 
with controlling that they pro- 
duce or acquire anew.” be said. 

In a message in mid-January to 
foe U.N. special commission. 
Iraq said that once phases one 


and two were complete, it would 
consider its obligations fulfilled. 

"They were rejecting it all the 
time,” Mr. Ekeus said. “They are 
not working with us on this. They 
don’t recognise the plan.” 

Mr. Ekeus called tbe rejection 
of the third phase a “violation of 
the ceasefire agreement,” but he 
declined to say what he would 
urge the Security Council to do in 
response. 

Tbe council has authorised foe 
use of force to enforce its resolu- 
tions against Iraq, as it did to 
crush Iraq's occupation of Kuwait 
last February. 

Spokesman Francois Giuliani 
said the Iraqi ambassador, Abdul 
Amir Al An ban, told the United 
Nations his country was cancell- 


trve surgery on patients with con- 
genital and acquired deformities 
of tbe head, neck, hand and 
mkrosugery, according to tbe 
Royal Court statement 

The group has conducted over 
22 missions since 1985 and more 
than 3,500 patients have been 
treated in such places as Egypt, 
Greece, Iraq, Panama, Syria 
Turkey and the West Bank in 
addition to Jordan, the statement 
added. 


Bilaterals 

(Continued from page 1) 

Spain. Two more rounds were 
held in Washington, one in De- 
cember and one in January. 

Israel wants negotiations held 
alternately in Israel and Arab 
states as a way of forcing Arab 
recognition of Israel. The Arabs 
said they prefer Washington. 

The Israeli government official 
said an understanding has been 
readied with the Americans that 
the upcoming talks would be the 
last m Washington, and that tbe 
next round would be moved to 
Europe. 

The date now suggested will 
allow at most only a 10-day win- 
dow for negotiations before the 
start of Ramadan, a month of 
daytime tasting observed by Mus- 
lims. 

In addition, Jews and Christ- 
ians have religious holidays. 

By tbe time Ramadan ends in 
early April — followed by a 
four-day Muslim feast — % the 
weeklong Jewish festival of Pas- 
sover is approaching. Passover, 
from April 18 to 24, is followed 
by other Israeli national holidays 
on April 30. May 6 and May 7. 
Christians celebrate Easter from 
April 17-19. 

Israeli sources say peace talks 
during this period are unlikely, 
noting multilateral Middle East 
sessions on regional problems 
such as water and aims control 
are not due to resume until the 
end of April or early May. 

Even after tbe calendar com- 
plications, the peace talks could 
be seriously con s tr ai ned by an 
Israeli election campaign entering 
its final stages. 

Mr. Shamir, who entered the 
peace talks last October despite 
his vow i^ver to relinquish cap- 
tured Arab land, intends to make 
the peace talks a centrepiece of 
his campaign for the June 23 
election. 

However, in a move to ensure ! 
support from far-right parties, he 
has stressed his intention to se- 
cure Israel’s bold on foe occupied 
Arab land by increasing Jewish 
settlement. 

“I think his campaign will use 
the slogan of foe peace process,” 
said Saeb Erekat, one of tbe 
Palestinian negotiators. 

When the talks were launched 
ra Madrid last October, the Un- 
ited States proposed that Israeli 
and Palestinian teams reach 
agreement within 12 months on 
touted self-rale for Palestinians 
in foe occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 


ing the talks on oil sales but gave 
no reasons when notifying tbe 
United Nations. 

U.N. Assistant Secretary 
-General Kofi Annan and aides 
were already in Vienna, waiting 
for foe talks to begin, when word 
of the cancellation came, said 
spokesman Fred Eckhard. 

Tbe U.N. Security Council has 
authorised a one-time Iraqi ofl 
sale to finance purchases of food 
and humanitarian supplies, but 
Iraq has refused the U.N. terms 
as being too onerous and a viola- 
tion of its sovereignty. 

Mr. Al An ban was not avail- 
able to answer a telephone query 
about the reason for the halt in 
foe talks. 

One round of talks has been 
held in Vienna regarding tbe de- 
tails of the sale, although Iraq has 
not agreed to it. 


Prime minister sets 
implementation timetable 

for reform programme 


AMMAN (J.T) — Prime Mins- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Wednesday issued an official 
communique to various govern- 
ment departments defining a 
timetable for the implementation 
of the first phase of a public 
administrative reform program- 
me announced last month. 

The communique find a time 
hmit for each administrative de- 
velopment unit in every ministry 
or department to carry out its 
mission, giving details about con- 
tacts among the various develop- 
ment units and between each one 
of them and tbe central unit, 
winch is the Civil Service Com- 
mission (CSC). 

In his communique, the prime 
minister stressed that each de- 
velopment unit should present its 
own concept about ways for m- 
tzodudog reform and improving 
public administrative perform- 
ance through simplifying mea- 
sures and reducing bureaucracy 
to a minimum. Each unit should 
also present its views about re- 
shaping regulations undergoing 
change and amendments to cater 
to the needs of administrative 
reform. Every idea should be 
submitted to foe CSC in 30 days. 


Sharif Zeid said. 

Hie communique called on 
<wiji unit to also submit a set of 
proposals about the most efficient 
means of modernising national 
training plan s for civil servants. 

In his statement, the prime 
mini ter stressed that administra- 
tive reform activities should be 


3 — Immefoaie steps should be 
taken to establish regular con- 
tacts with the CSC and with other 
□nits in other departments. The 
communique said foe CSC should 
receive afi reports within a period 
not exceeding three Months , jand f 

4 Each department with direct 

contact with the public 


live 1CIUIIU tttuviuca , ■ j I jnn., 

conducted under tbe direct super- should supply 
vision of secretary-generals- or ving and Ing*** 


vision or secretary-generais- or 
director-generals of government 

institutions who would be re- 
sponsible for the reform prog- 
ramme in their respective depart- 
ments. The prime minister reiter- 
ated what be bad said in the last 
month’s statement that the pre- 
sent government was seriously 
pursuing efforts to ensure reform 
in all institutions. 

Tbe communique said that the 
following procedures are to be 
adopted to speed op the reform 
programme: 

1 — Immediate action shook) 
be taken to stimulate the work of 
all administrative development 
units in every department, 

2 — Tbe Civil Service Commis- 
sion should be provided with a list 
of members of each administra- 
tive unit carrying out foe reform 
in the next 10 days, 


and identify laws and regulations 
requiring amendment to cater w 

the needs of administrative re- 
form within one month. 

In his communique, the prime 
minister refereed to las reeling 
with the CSC council of last 
month in which he stressed that 
the government would reward 
those excelling in their perform- 
ance or those with distinguished 
work. 

At that meeting. Sham Zeid 
said, “tbe time has come for a 

comprehensive revision of the 
public administration system in 
Jordan because there can be no 
meaning for planning to intro- 
duce socio-economic reform as* 

long as the public administrative 
system remains backward and 
outdated and with employees 
lacking incentives.” 
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Experience our theme nights " Phantom of the Opera ", 1 L’Opera " 
and ’ Chicago Night * where you can enjoy excellent food and good service 
in a festive atmosphere and for reasonable prices. 

For reservations call us now. Tel: 660100 
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\ THE ULTIMATE LUXURY 


TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


I8<0 

18J4 


I*«0 

19:15 


IM® 


2M9 


20J8 


21:19 

NBA Basketball 


News in Ertgiiih 

22:29 — ...... Feature film; “On Thin Ice" 

PRAYER TUBES 

*S*6 Fajr 

C6:26 (Simrisc) Doha 

H*49 Ohufar 

14:47 ‘A st 

17:12 Maghreb 

18:32 Tihi 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary at Nwrtth Qwdi SwdHe h 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies or God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

SL Imaepb Church TcJ. 624590. 
Church at tbe AuiudatJoa TcJ. 
637440. 

De la Sale Chun* Td. 6617S7 
Tcraanta Chard Tel: 622366 
Church of the AumdiUan Tci. 


623541. 

Asgfcuu Church Tel. 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Charcb Tel. 

T71331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St. Epkrata Ourcfc Td. 771751. 
Amman International Chores Td. 

827981. 685326. 

EnageUcflf Lathena Church Tel: 
811295. 

The Chmdi of Jesus CMst ef Latter- 
Day Sahas Td. 8Z38Z4 and 654932. 
Church at the H — TcL 67S69I. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin Aippficd by tbe Deportment at 
Meteorology. 

A cold front will affect Jordan 
Thursday. Therefore, tiotxh wffl in- 
crease gradually, temperatures wffl 
drop and rain, associ at ed with bail and 
thunder, wfll ML Winds «3I be south- 
westerly fresh. In Aqaba, it win be 
partly doudy and there win be a 
dunce for scattered showers of rain. 
Winds will be southerly fresh and seas 
calm. 

MinJinas, temp. 

Amman 2/6 

Aqaba 6/ 1$ 

Deserts 1 / 8 

Jordan Vaflcy 7/17 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Yertcrday’s high temp eratu res: Am- 
man 7, Aqaba 18- Humidity readings: 
Amman 75 per ecm, Aqaba 32 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Bahijat Badr 849362 

Dr. Mohammad Sayma 606360 

Dr. Adorn Zaghlonl 898140 

Dr. Hun Manaonr 748368 

Frias pharmacy 661912 

Pc rdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Arena pharmacy 637055 

NaumUcfa pharmacy 623672 

Al Satan pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

QtBIDs 

Dr. Mirfccd Dfaaora (— ) 

AJSbarW pharmacy (985238) 

ZAKQA: 

Dr. Yahya AlTarifi (—) 


KhaSfch pharmacy ....985417 


Civil Defence DeportnKflt 

Ovil Defence Inunediaic 

Resets: 

Ovil Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192.621111. 

Fire Brigade 

Blood Bank 

Highway Potice 

Traffic PoUec 

Public Security Department .... 

Hold Constants 

ftice Complaints 

Water md Sewerage 

Complaints 

Amman MunicqsaSty 

Complaints 

Te l ephone Information 

(directory assistance) 

Ov er s eas Crib 

Central Amman Telephone 


AbdaU Tclcpbooc Repairs ..... 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Water Authority 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 


Electric Power 

Company „.. 636381 

RJFfight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport. 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kbafidi Maternity, J. Amu... 644281/6 
Akflcb Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

label Amman Maternity 642362 

MaBma,J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmesani 664171/4 

Shmemairi Htnpital 66913! 


AI-AMi, Abdali 664164ft 

Itafian, AJ-Muhaptrn 777101/3 

Al-Bastrir.J. Ashraficfa 775111/26 

Army. Mark* 891611/15 

Queen ASa Hospital .... 6Q2240f5Q 

Amal Hospital 074155 

ZARQAs 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Dm Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AUBsa Modem Hospital .(09)990990 


KBUh 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Cwbofec Hosptad (02)272275 

Ibfl Al Nafces Hotprtal (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Process Haya Hospital .... (03)3141 1 i 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


Tbs informarkjn h tappBed by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) U b mad op dnwi- 
ment at the Queen ABa I n ter Ba fro naf 
Airport Td. (061S3200J. where it 
sbrnld always be vended. 

ABRVM S 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FHgMa 
(Terminal 1) 

fclS Sanaa (Rl) 


NewDe&M 

Dubai, Abu Dhabi | 


£5 v Beirut (W) 

52--- Lan«a(RJ) 

17*9 .... ^Y^AnmerdaiujSj 
* 15 - RomefRJ) 


2kl5 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

£2 Dhabi ' Bahrain (Qf) 

- 


KV' ,{fu,FHshl * 

I- 

**s 

A*™ Dhabi (RJ) 

ZUB Onbai.M«c« £? 


2S Bahnsm.AbaDtwbitGF) 

52 Basas^fatwtalfnE) 

££ - TnpoSON) 

- Cairo (MS) 


££.<**■«'> SS 


SB ,300 

SSL: 

SS: — »/» 

^iaower:;-;;: 

- 540/500 

28* 250/200 

M«nPtro(iiiY 

S5&= S S 

Dainn i 200/ IS , 


OrWf J 23V I* 

iWrfb^V CO/ 250 

WOO/ 800 

Po2» t ^* t) 480 / 420 

Riwr — l — ..... 300/251) 


■s» Colombo (RJ) 


Other Flights' {Terminef a) ■ J*wii 


480 / 420 
309/250 
. J40/ 90 
600/ 500 
209/150 
280/220 



Naji AlAIi — an 







' --C By Sana Atsyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN ■— Hands! 3. the car- 
v ' "■ . toon character of the assas- 
sinated Palestinian cartoonist 
; ‘ : v;.- SajiAl Alt , is a poor Pa/esfi- 
r -■ nian who has his back turned 

• fo £iie reader and looking at 
whaf is happening around 

. .. . him. 

* When /srae/ invaded and 

- : ;7 occupied r/ie Wesr Bant and 

Gaza Strip, Mr. AH was 
working in a Kuwaiti news- 
paper in the Gulf state. He 
felt frustrated and could not 
.[ produce the carfoons rhaf de- 

- •" scribed the situation as he 
.' saw it. Then he had a dream: 
; .' We saw himself at the age of 
• - V fen when Jews arracked his 
. Palestinian village of Shajara 
..... „ in J048. The young Ali was 
. tending the sheep at the rime 
and he turned around, his 

— arms behind his back wafeh- 

— • ing what was happening. 

t Then he heard his mother call 

'•■M him. 







m * 




Mr. Ali woke up and 
Handala was bom. The artist 
took out his paint brush and 
created Handala in his poor 
clothing, bare feet, bands be- 
hind his back, watching, nev- 
er saying a word. 

Mr. Ali's creation of Hand- 
ala was portrayed in one of 
the beautiful scenes of the 
film , Naji A I Ali, which 
opened in Amman two weeks 
ago. 

When asked by his chief 
editor why Handala 's back 
was fumed, Mr. Ali said: 
“ Because he is looking back 
at Palestine. " Until Mr. Ali's 
murder in London in August 
19S7. Handala's back was still 
fumed watching the Palesti- 
nian cause being abused — 
either by Arab states or the 
Palestinian leadership. 

Played by the leading 
Egyptian film star, Nour El 
Sheri f, Naji A 1 Ali is not just 
a movie about the cartoonist, 
but about 1 he issues related 
to the Palestinian plight since 


1948 and its gradual de- 
terioration. in the nation’s 
quest for liberating Pales- 
tine. 

A courageous and honest 
film about a courageous and 
honest man is how viewers 
described Naji AI Ali. It was 
Mr. Ali's truthfulness and 
freedom that made many in 
important political positions 
hate the cartoonist. It was his 
honesfy in portraying the 
reality of what was becoming 
of the Palestinian cause, 
.through Handala’s eyes, that 
eventually ended his life with 
a bullet in the head. 

Watching Naji A l Ali 
brings fears to the eyes of 
many in the audience, nbt 
because the film is dramatic, 
but because it makes one 
take an honest lock at the 
realities involved in the plight 
of the Palestinian people. 

There are scenes per- 
formed. directed and photo- 
graphed so realistically, it 
makes the viewers react with 
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Bombs bit a muEtfstanay buRding in Beirut in the film Naji Ai Alt 


anger, frustration, helpless- 
ness and regret. 

When young Naji’s simple 
village is attacked by the Jews 
and the people panic as they 
escape the horror of what is 
depicted as Western gangs 
shooting at the villagers and 
their homes, a little girl drops 
her doll and the people s 
running feet flatten it. The 
little girl, who is carried by a 
parent, starts to cry because 
she lost her doll ... forever. 

FILM REWEW 

The exodus scene of the 
Palestinian people fleeing 
their homeland is truly a hair- 
raiser. A silhouette of a long 
line of men. women, children 
and animals carrying what 
the people could manage to 
take of their belongings are 
seen walking in the far hori- 
zon, leaving their country 
they had never imagined 
would be taken away from 
them permanently. They 
walk to southern Lebanon 
and set up a camp which they 
name Ain AI Hilweh. 

The small sensitive scenes 
continue throughout the film, 
directed by Atef AI Tayeb. 

A woman screams as she 
gives birth to a baby in a tent, 
a man lies on the muddy 
ground under the rain with 
bis lute (musical instrument) 
by his side and the men sit 
around the tire discussing 
what is happening in Pales- 
tine. 

The film — tilled with 
flashbacks — fakes fhe view- 
ers from the time Mr. Ali was 
shof and lying in a foreign 
hospital bed. to his child- 
hood. adolescence and strug- 
gling adulthood. 

Mr. Ali’s friend. Salim 
(played by Lebanese Ahmad 
AI Zain). a Palestinian tight- 
er based in Lebanon . is de - 
I pressed about the shooting of 
his friend, takes his bottle to 
the beach and remembers 
how the two went to Beirut 
for the first time at the age of 
18 to study. They set up a- 
tent on top of someone's bouse. 
Mr. Naji says “them's no home 
except in Palestine." Salim 
remembers this and cries out 
that Palestine is now so far 


away. 

There are also some carica- 
turist scenes in Naji AI Ali. 
One of them is *hcn he lived 
in Kuwait . a friend tries to 
comfort him at an extrava- 
gant party and tries to con- 
vince him to start a business 
to make some money. Mr. 
Ali refuses and walks away 
through a crowd of young 
people having a good time 
swimming, drinking, 
dancing. 

When Handala was created 
out of his dream. Mr. Ali lets 
loose, drawing cartoons criti- 
cising everything and every- 
one he believes is ruining the 
chances of ever liberating 
Palestine. 

Naji Aii in Beirut 

When Mr. Ali returns to 
Beirut to work at AI Satir 
newspaper, his friend Su'ad 
(played by Syrian actress 
Laila Jabr) convinces him to 
a f fend a party af a Palestinian 
leader's residence. "It will 
give you ideas for cartoons . " 
she tells him. 

A somewhar exaggerated 
scene of another extravagant 
party at a fat Palestinian lead- 
er's fancy penthouse depicts 
an overindulgent Palestinian 
society claiming to be strug- 
gling for the liberation of 
Palestine. Outside on the ter- 


race, people dressed in ex- 
pensive cloths pluck fresh 
oranges from the trees 
planted on the roof. Feeling 
disillusioned and sickened by 
the sight, Mr. Ali opens the 
zipper of his jeans and urin- 
ates on the orange grove as 
tears roll down his face. 

Much of the film focuses 
on the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon in the summer of 
1982 with all the misery that 
came with it. The scenes in 
the shelter seem real, with 
children crying . men listening 
to the radio and being cynical 
about what is happening and 
women waiting for the Israeli 
air raids to end. 

Mr. Ali goes out to find 
medicine for a pregnant 
woman and he comes across 
one of the most powerful 
characters in the film: An 
Egyptian outcast ( played by 
Egyptian actor Mahmoud AI 
Jundi) who remains drunk 
and continues to hope, and 
almost believes, that the 
Arab armies were coming to 
help the Lebanese and 
Palestinians fight the war. 

After getting bombarded 
by the American-made 
Israeli warplanes, the people 
of the town walk out holding 
white handkerchiefs above 
their heads in surrender: A 
powerful scene that has the 
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PaSestauian fSgSsters dtefend their position dur- 
ing an Bsraeii attack. 


Director Atef EB Tayeb 

audience in tears at how 
many times the Arabs have , 
lost and surrendered since 
1948. 

The Egyptian outcast, with 
the bottle still in his hand, 
teases the Israeli soldiers and 
sings and dances until he is 
shot to death. 

" Where will Handala go 
now?" Mr. Ali asks after the 
Palestinians are forced to 
leave Beirut. 

He takes his wife and chil- 
dren and goes back to 
Kuwait. And there, he is 
pressed by his editors and 
Palestinian leaders not to 
continue drawing what they 
believe to be " provocative " 
cartoons. He does not listen 
and continues to work freely 
criticising the Arab regimes. 
Many are unpublished. He 
| decides to work from Lon- I 
•don. although he is warned L 
by friends that he would not 
be safe there. "Where in this 
world will 1 be safe ?" he asks. 

It is not just the story of the 
Palestinian people through 
Naji AI Ali that has a strong 
effect on the local audiences. 
The fact that the production 
is of high quality — a rarity in 
Arabic movies — also gives < 
credibility to the film. i 

The movie being shot in \ 

Lebanon with tanks, armies . 

and Palestinian refugees j 

makes the film seem real. ; 

Naji AI Ali was one of the ■ 

mosf expensive Arabic films : 


produced, although J.tk 
people, including Syrian ar _ 
Lebanese soldiers, volun- 
teered to take part in tn- 
movie. 

Nour E! Sherif. also a pro- 
ducer of Naji AI Ali. said k- : 
week in Amman that ti- 
least the filmmakers could 
was to feed the J.Ut.H). "/• 
costs SI for a couple of far- .. - 
niches and water for c.i»: 
person, so that labour SS.d 
a day for f ■:•?&." he said. 

El Sherif also explained 
that the lack of infrastrucrur ■ 
in Lebanon forced them : • 
spend more on the prode . - 
rion. "He had to buy a gener- 
ator for the lights." 

For those who made N.t;.’ 
A I Ali. the aim was to relay ;■ 
message to the Arab masses 
that cries for freedom from 

I the oppression of the Aral: 
regimes have divided the 
Arab nation and has pushes 
the liberation of Palesitn.- 
further away. 

.As Jundi (who plays ti:.' 
short role of the Egypn.-r 
outcast) wrote about - . 
making of Naji AI AH: 
support the position of the 
film Naji AI Ali and call for 
confronting oppression and 
demand freedom ... I and my 
(artist) colleagues in the 
Arab World can achieve our 
goals with determination, 
and before us is the live 
example: Naji AJ Ali, the 
great Palestinian artist.” 


Dawning of a new age 






ByKatiaSabet 

CAIRO — On Jan. 11, hun- 
dreds of men, women and 
children converged on the 
Pyramids of Giza. The old 
Egyptian camel driver has 
seen many strange things in 
his life, but he could not 
believe his eyes. “They have 
been here praying since 
dawn.” he said with wonder. 
'There are people here from 
all -,ver the world f" Dressed 
in white ad wearing a crown 
of stars, the people walked 
towards the tomb of Menk- 
a: re, the smallest of Egypt’s 
three most famous pyramids. 
Starting at dawn, the strange 
procession flowed to the 


pyramid, with people praying 
for a “ doorway ” fo open and 
for the “ cosmic energy" to 
descend and illuminate man- 
kind. 

The meeting is the cul- 
mination of years of work by 
people who believe that man- 
kind and the Earth are on the 
threshold of a new era and 
that on Jan. 11. humanity has 
the opportunity to move into 
“a new spiral of conscious- 
ness." About 450 people 
came to Giza. The partici- 
pants believe they are the 
“ starbome that they have 
come from beyond this 
planet, and their mission on 
Earth is to promote spiritual 
awakening and to move our 
world onto an " entirely new 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 




story is. indeed, little more than the register of 
» crimes, follies and misfortunes of mankind 

- Edward Gibbon , English historian (1737- 
U). 

fear love is to fear life, and those who fear life 
: already three parts dead 

- Bertrand Russell, British philosopher 
1872-1970). 

i have 40 million reasons for failure , but not a 
gle excuse 

- Rudyard Kipling, English writer (1865- 


L crudest lies often are told in silence 
- Robert Louis Stevenson, Scottish writer 

mm). 


evolutionary template." 
Along with a crown of stars, 
many have crystals around 
their necks. Crystals were 
also placed on the ground. 
They joined in a vast human 
chain around the temple 
under the hot sun and at the 
appointed time. 11:11 a.m 
began to rotafe clockwise. 
Instructions for the ritual 
were broadcast softly by a 
loudspeaker in English. 
French , Spanish and Ger- 
man. 

" Today is the beginning of 
the final phase which will 
take us into the Age of 
Aquarius in 2011." explains 
Vipke, a young German 
woman. “ Calculations and 
revelations have told us that 
today a ‘ doorway ’ will open 
and energy will come down 
and centre on this precise 
point. We have prepared 
ourselves through meditation 
to use and channel this posi- 
tive energy into the world. " 

These "spiritualists." as 
they tike to call themselves, 
prepared for this moment for 
years through a series of 
events — the "World Peace 
Meditation" in 1986. a “ Har- 
monic Convergence " in 1987 , 
"Earth Link ” in 1988 and 
“ Earth Day " in 1990. Jan. 11 
is wbat they see as the begin- 
ning of the final phase, to last 
for the next 20 years. The 
Earth will then transit into a 
new sign for a period of 2.600 
years. “We are now in the 
last decade of the Age of 
Pisces and are about to entire 
the Age of Aquarius ,” adds 
Vipke. "Pisces is the symbol 
of narrow-mindedness, fana- 
ticism and sectarianism. With 


the coming of the Age of 
Aquarius, people will be- 
come more understanding, 
more generous." 

In the desert of Giza . 
around a temple built 4J00 
years ago to honour a dead 
pharaoh, fhe visitors want to 
make sure that the " door- 
way ” opens. Some s it on the 
large stones and ruins that 
surround the compound, 
others have climbed a few 
steps on the pyramid and sit 
in meditation, their palms 
upward. The cold desert wind 
blusters and lifts the sand, 
but the area around the tem- 
ple seems to be covered by a 
giant, invisible bell. The air is 
warm and still. 

Two men and a woman 
lead the spiral of people. 
Suddenly, a woman appears, 
her arms crossed over her 
chest. She stands at the edge 
of the ruins and announces in 
a dear, ringing voice: “/ want 
to walk. ” She descends and 
joins the procession. 

“ Today is the beginning of 
a new cosmic era, " confides a 
young woman named Claudia 
who cannot afford the temple 
access fee. She sold her car to 
pay for the trip so that she 
could be here under the 
Egyptian sun at this moment. 
“ Today the doorway is open- 
ing. We must work to de- 
velop ourselves spiritually. 
That way we will be able to 
solve the external problems 
that surround and obstruct 
us. This energy can help us. 
We must not resist it. Only 
then will we be able to stop 
thinking with our intellect. 
We will act according to our 
feelings. Our knowledge will 


come from the heart. West- 
ern sodety's problems stem 
from the fact that it thinks 
only with the mind, but dur- 
ing the Age of Aquarius . we 
will be abie to think with our 
heart. ” 

"In 11 minutes it will be 
exactly 11:11 a.m.." says a 
voice over the loudspeaker. 
"This is the momenf we have 
been waiting for. " The parti- 
cipants join hands. The sun 
disappears behind a small 
cloud and reappears almost 
instantly. Die boundless si- 
lence of the desert, a silence 
tilled with the wind and the 
soft murmur of the sand, is 
impressive. The chanting 
starts again. A young man 
with blond, curly hair plays 
an organ : another chimes a 
Tibefan bell. 

"They will walk like this 
for the next 36 hours." ex- 
plains Vipke. “ They will take 
turns in groups and continue 
until tomorrow at 2 p.m." 
The spiritualists are dressed 
in white, she adds, because it 
is important to live and work 
in the light. Light purifies the 
body and the soul. "We have 
to team to drench ourselves 
in light... There will be no 
■ more differences between the 
religions and the world will 
live in harmony 

Claudia says softly, “ Our 
planet is dotted with energy 
currents, or ' vortexes . ’ These 
are wheels of energy that 
centre on certain points of 
the globe. Each geographical 
point corresponds to an ener- 
gy centre on the body — a 
‘chakra. ' The body is said to 
have seven main chakras 
going from the centre of the 


pelvis to the crown of the 
head... With Sinai and Jeru- 
salem. the pyramids form an 
energy centre, which, on the 
body, corresponds to the 
throat chakra. We are here to 
capture this energy and chan- 
nel it toward other parts of 
the globe." 

Considered most impor- 
tant among the earth's energy' 
centres are Mount Kailas in 
D bet. Lake Titicaca in Peru, 
Stonehenge in Great Britain. 
Mourn Olga in Australia and 
Mount Shasfa in the United 
States. "At this time," adds 
Claudia. “ other groups of 
spiritualists are performing 
die same movements in other 
places around the world." 
The U.S.-based organisers of 
the event had calculated that 
at least 144.000 people were 
needed to gather physically 
or spiritually around the 
world for the " doorway ” fo 
open. They say it has been 
achieved. 

The pyramids of Egypt 
have long been considered by 
spiritualists as a key place ~ 
the pyramid shape is the 
choice esoreric form. Says 
Thierry, a French partici- 
pant: “The wealth of symbols 
in a pyramid is daunting. The 
four triangles of the sides, the 
square of the base, the point 
which attracts cosmic energy, 
the body of the Pyramid itself 
which is a shield and a protec- 
tion, the four sides that rep- 
resent God. man, method 
and achievement... in short, 
the whole of human science is 
embodied in the pyramid . 
The point is to know how to 
interpret its language.' 1 

The spiritualists have no 
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doubt that the region will hushed tones, 
benefit from their search for A leader signals and - r 
peace. "Everything that has movement stops . It / s JJv 

been going on in Europe, this minutes past noon The * ■' 

tremendous push towards itualists fall silent and Sp - F ~ 

freedom that culminated in their arms to /ace the 

the breaking down of the The Muslim call to n SUfl ‘ 

Berlin Wall, is the consequ - sounds in the distan&r'*' 

ence of an unleashing ofposi- the thousands of minarZ°^ 

five energies and influences, the city of Cairo. For “ 
The fact that the cosmic ener- mem the thousand- v 3 

gy has been concentrated at religion and the so/riv 
the foot of this Egyptian Neiv Age are joined 
pyramid can have only a post- meditation and ora ° 

tivc effect," Claudia notes in World News Link yer 
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U.S. higher education — 
dire straits for the decade? 


By Barbara Novovitch 
Reuter 

NEW YORK — Yale V di- 
versity, President George 
Bush’s alma mater, is $8 frui- 
tion in the red this year and 
plans faculty cuts of more 
than 10 percent over the next 
decade to avoid a $50 million 
deficit. 

And Yale . which boasts 
Ivy League cachet and deep- 
pocketed alumni , is doing 
well comparatively speaking. 

The recession is savaging 
the pride of the U.S. system 
of education — its colleges 
and universities, which de- 
pend on tuiton charges , state 
revenue, endowments and 
government grants to pay 
professors, buy books and 
maintain buildings. 

“ We're in for some tough 
times/’ predicts American 
Council on Education Presi- 
dent Robert Atwell, who ex- 
pects the educational deficits 
to drag on even if the eco- 
nomy turns up. 

At the university of 
Bridgeport, a $22 million de- 
ficit brought on by shrinking 
enrollment was so daunting 
school authorities decided 
selling the university was the 
only solution. But when a 
group affiliated with the con- 


troversial Rev. Sun Myung 
Moon’s Unification Church 
offered $50 million, students 
and trustees raised cries of 
alarm and a merger with a 
nearby university is now in 
the works. 

Demographics fuel the cri- 
sis. The number of college 
students aged 18-22 will be 
down until the late 90s and 
declining enrollment is ex- 
pected to deplete revenues. 

To combat shrinking 
budgets, tuiton has increased 
to a national peak of more 
than $25,000 a year for some 
private schools. But high tui- 
tion hurts enrollment, hitting 
particularly bard at minor- 
ities. 

And the huge increase in 
private school fees has tens of 
thousands of students trying 
to get into cheaper state 
schools, creating a drain on 
state budgets. 

In most states, tax dollars 
are mandated by law for pris- 
ons, Medicaid and 
elementary schools but ex- 
penditures for state-funded 
universities are generally dis- 
cretionary. 

With costs going up in all 
of those areas . explained 
Robert Sweeney of tpe 
American Association of 
State Colleges and Universi- 


ties,” there’s no discretion 
left.” 

“If you live by tax dollars . 
you also die by them,” said 
L. Jay Oliva, president of 
New York University. “The 
recession and enrollment 
problems at the same time — 
fewer people coming into the 
college system —is a double 
whammy. ” 

Last year state colleges and 
universities in 30 states had 
their budget cut, leading to 
colleges being shuttered, pro- 
fessors sacked and classes 
curtailed. 

This year, 19 states have 
slashed allocations for col- 
leges and universities — 
some such as Maine by as 
much as 10 per cent — and 
and nine others expect to 
wield the knife. 

Even the best-known pri- 
vate institutions are feeling 
the pinch. Harvard has ’ 
announced the elimination of 
some 346 staff. 

Through early retirement, 
part of the university's “ con- 
tinuing attempts to control 
costs, ' said spokesman Peter 
Costa. 

“ But there have been no 
layoffs,” be said. 

Yale , the nation’s third 
oldest university , said its 
planned reductions, which 


the faculty is loudly protest- 
ing, are necessary to maintain 
salary levels and pay for $1 
billion in long-deferred 
maintenance of ageing build- 
ings. 

la California, despite a 
near-doubling of tuition in 
the last three years to $3,036, 
an expected budget shortfall 
of $315 million forced the 
state to reduce the universi- 
ty's 140,000-member work- 
force by 1,700, defer 
academic pay rises, curtail 
maintenance and tighten eli- 
gibility requirements. 

“This current budget, 
which was enacted a year 
ago, is the worst for the 
university in terms of state 
binding since the late 1960s/' 
said University of California 
(UC) spokesman Rick Malas- 
pina. “We actually had a one 
per cent decrease in 
funding. ” 

The University of Illinois 
started the year with $8 mil- 
lion less because of across- 
the-board aits in all state 
budgets. And another $16.5 
million give-back is likely. 

At the University of Mary- 
land, seven programmes — 
bom urban studies to applied 
design — were eliminated 
and the College of Human 
Ecology was closed. 


Jails without walls — a new 
way to reform murderers 


By Krishnan Gumswamy 

The Associated Press 

JAIPUR, India — Ramcsh 
Chandra Joshi, tailor and 
convicted murderer, lives 
with his wife and children. 
He conies and goes as he 
pleases. 

Mr. Joshi sews pyjamas 
and nightgowns for a 
Japanese buyer. He and 46 
other convicted killers, all 
serving life sentences, are in- 
mates at one of India's 26 
open jails. 

Their cluster of mud and 
tin houses in a suburb of this 
tourist city 298 kilometres 
(185 miles) southwest of New 
Delhi is identified by a rusty 
sign as the Sampurnand 
Camp for Prisoners Produc- 
tion Centre. 

The men are allowed to 
travel freely and mingle with 
other residents of the suburb. 

“ They are convicts only on 
paper,” said A.N. Mullah . a 
retired judge who studied the 
concept for the state govern- 
ment and recommended 
more open prisons. 

“It’s meaningless to put a 
murderer in a regular jail,” 
Mr. Mullah said. “He is cut 
off from society. A person 
who could have become a 


useful citizen is condemned 
for life/* 

Prisoners apply to review 
boards for admission to 
open prisons. Board mem- 
bers consider the type of 
crime, the person’s back- 
ground and behaviour and 
whether he has marketable 
skills. 

Only one prisoner has 
escaped, 15 years ago, and 
has not been found. 

Mr. Jaipur has two open 
prisons, with a total of 150 
’’inmates. ” 

They work in garment fac- 
tories or on farms , run road- 
ride snack bars or sell the 
city's renowned cotton prints. 
One man is an unarmed 
security guard at an agricultu- 
ral university. 

Most open prisons have 
only one resident official, 
whose permission is required 
for an overnight absence. 

“Murderers are in great 
demand; they make fine 
workers, " said R.K. Baijal, 
director of prisons for Rajas- 
than State. He said murder- 
ers are more dedicated to 
their work, take more pride 
in it and do not strike. 

Of the 1,300 convicted 
murderers in Rajasthan 


State, 150 are in open jails. 
On national figures on the 
jails are available because all 
Indian prisons are run by the 
states. 

Mr. Joshi, 35, stabbed a 
man to death in a gambling 
dub 10 years ago. 

“ I think about it some- 
times, but I am not sorry 
about it, ”.he said. “ That man 
deserved to die. He was a 
cheat.” 

After seven years in a con- 
ventional prison , Mr. Joshi 
was sent to his jail without 
walls , established in the 
1950s. 

Although he can ride his 
bicycle in Jaipur to pick up 
supplies, meet business con- 
tacts or to watch a movie . be 
still feels shackled. 

“A prison is still a prison , ” 
he said, taking a break from 
pedalling his sewing machine. 
“i can go anywhere, but I 
know I'm a prisoner and must 
be back for the evening roll 
call . 

“My wife is still angry with 
me. She says, ‘You destroyed 
the whole family.'” 

Anil, Mr. Joshi 's son, said 
schoolmates taunt him some- 
times and “ I complain to the 
teachers. They usually say 


something harsh and the 
troublemakers feel 
ashamed.” 

Lifers are eligible for 
parole after 14 years , which 
means Mr. Joshi has four 
more years to wait. 

One advantage of an open 
jail is clear: There are few 
fights because no one wants 
to risk being returned to a 
cell. 

Prison Director Baijal and 
four other senior officers re- 
view applicants for Rajas- 
than's open jails. To qualify, 
prisoners must have families 
or dose relatives willing to 
live with them. 

“We stress family ties be- 
cause it is a great motivation 
for good behaviour/’ Mr. 
Baijal said. 

Inmates say living with 
their families eliminates one 
reason for escaping. 

“Where can I go? Mr. 
Joshi said. “ The police will 
catch me one day or the 
other. Also, I have lots of 
relatives in this place.” 

Open jails also help prison- 
ers learn new skills or con- 
tinue their educations. Mr. 
Baijal said some have earned 
master's degrees, usually 
through correspondence 
courses. 




Tiny Texas jail pleases 
prisoners, confounds sheriff 


By Mike Clancy 
Reuter 

RAYMONDVILLE . Texas 
— Getting sentenced to jail 
in this small south Texas 
town is not such a bad deal — 
not when prisoners can help 
themselves to marijuana in 
the evidence room or simply 
kick a hole in the roof and 
escape. 

“ 1 guess we have had the 
happiest prisoners around,” 
Sheriff Larry Spence told 
Reuters. “It has been a big 
headache for us. ” 

At least a dozen prisoners 
have escaped since August, 
most simply by kicking holes 
through the jailhouse roof in 
this town about 70 kilometres 
north of the Mexican border. 

Others discovered that by 
lying on their backs on top 
bunks and pressing their feet 
against the ceiling, they could 
raise the ceiling and crawl 
into a space below the roof. 

“From there they went a U 
through the building, broke 
into the evidence room and 
helped themselves,” Sheriff 
Spence said. 


It was several days before 
deputies, puzzled by the 
dreamy, grinning attitudes of 
the prisoners, discovered the 
inmates were high on stolen 
marijuana. 

County Judge Eustolio 
Gonzales , former Mayor of 
Raymondville, which has a 
population of 9,400, said, “ I 
saw guys actually smile when 
sentenced to jail. They fi- 
gured it wasn't such a bad 
deal when they could get free 
drugs or leave whenever they 
wanted.” 

So many prisoners have 
escaped that neither Sheriff 
Spence nor Judge Gonzales 
know the exact number. 

‘T know it has been too 
many, ” said Judge Gonzales. 

Sheriff Spence added , “it 
got so that when the tele- 
phone would ring at my 
house at night instead of 
answering it ‘hello’ J would 
pick it up and say ‘ how many 
this time?”' 

Many of the problems 
apparently stem horn a lack 
of money to build a strong 
enough jail. City officials said 
plans originally called for a 


96-bed jail with several stria 
security features, including 
steel ceiling panels. 

“But we ran way short of 
money and instead of real 
strong steel we had to settle 
for lightweight bars, which a 
tot of these guys we bring in 
can just bend,” Sheriff 
Spence said. 

Judge Gonzales said pris- 
oners “ can bend the bars with 

their bare bands and can kick 

right through the thin 
bricks /' 

When a new jail annex 
opened, in late 1990 “the 
problems started right 
away” Sheriff Spence said. 

“The first we knew was 
when five prisoners escaped 
to&ther one night,” he said. 

Sheriff Spence, 45, is run- 
ning for reelection in March. 
He has been sheriff or deputy 
sheriff for 15 years. 

“Everybody is pointing fin- 
gers of blame and most of the 
fingers are pointing at me/’ 
Sheriff Spence said. 

He said some of the 
escapes could be Named on 
jailer error, but most should 
probably be attributed to 
poor construction. 


He said all but one of the 
escapees have been recap- 
tured. “Most of them are 
local and we know where 
they hang out/' be said. 
“Sooner or later we catch up 
to them.” 

But some of those recap- 
tured have escaped again. 

“We try to keep the troub- 
lemakers under dose watch, 
but we have not always suc- 
ceeded, ” Sheriff Spence said 
with a sigh. 

Residents of Raymondville 
fear they will become victims 
of the escapees and are 
pushing for improvements. 

But Sheriff Spence said 
there is tittle money to spare. 

“ Some of the deputies 
have volunteered to help and 
we have welded up the vents 
and some easy places to 
escape from , but so far only 
two cells are really secure,” 
he said. There are 24 cells in 
the jail. 

He pointed out that the last 
escape occurred in late Octo- 
ber, but added, “ the weather 
has not been too good so 
maybe nobody wanted to 
leave.” 


Cherry 


By £ Vagi if 

(Names have not been changed to protect the guilty) 

Vi and Huey Vanek, both 67, waited many painful childless 
years for someone tike Cherry to come into their lives and 
now nothing is too good for their pride and joy. One 
evening, Huey sat on a deep green sofa in front of a red 
brick fireplace while fogs blazed and whiffs of black smoke 
curled up towards the chimney. “You know Mom, ” Huey 
said to his wife, “our lives have never been the same since 
we adopted Cherry. Imagine , we lived so many years in 
complete boredom and worthlessness/” 

Vi sat next to him cradling Cherry on her lap and 
stroking her long soft marmelade hair while Cherry yawned 
a tittle, shut one eye and looked haughty and proud out the 
other. “I don ’t know how we could have wasted our lives. 
Dad. I never dreamed our days would be so fulBllmg and 
rewarding. ” Vi said, as she bent her face down to loss her 
precious. “Before we got Cherry, we were just two bored 
rich Floridians without a purpose, weren't we Cherry?” 
Cherry purred and dosed her eye. Pure ecstasy tfJs 
existence. She had a mom and dad and everything else a 
ten year old could ever want and more. “Ah, what lock,” 
she thought . “I've got a mink coat decorated with shiny 
gold sequins and I play in my miniature Rolls Royce 
convertible and have my own personal stationery with my 
photo on it. I By first class, sleep in the Ritz-Caiiton and 
drink only bottled water. Who could ask for more?" 

Huey got up to put another log on the tire. It popped and 
orange sparks jetted out, landed near the iron grill and 
died. The glow from the fine seemed to spread over his face 
and he exclaimed, /Mom, we’ve got to plan Cherry’s 
birthday party. There’s only a week left 1” 

Vi pressed her finger against her lips and whispered, 
“Please not so loud, she might hear us, for as you know, 
her sense of sound is quite sharp. I'U put her in her bed and 
then we can make all tire necessary arrangements. Ob, it’ll 
be so much fun l He tenth birthday, Tm so excited I can 
hardly wait. Let's have a cake macks in her image and give 
out chocolates in the shape of kitten. We'll make Cherry's 
birthday a day she'll never forget!” 

So Mom put her daughter to bed and while Cherry slept 
in plush quilted comfort between satin sheets, dreaming of 
katnip and driving her toy Rolls Royce, her adopted 
parents planned the lavish party. “ Now let's see, ” Mom 
said as she chewed on the eraser of her pencil, “so far our 
guest list numbers 70 and I’ve figured our expenses to come 
to about $5,000. Ten is a big number so throwing this year's 
party at the country dub is purr-feet! You always have such 
great ideas Dad, Cherry will be so pleased !” 

“She sure will, partner,” Huey answered, “Nothing's too 
excessive for our tittle girl!” 

The week passed quickly, finally the night of the party 
arrived. Cherry’s reddish-orange hair was shampooed and 
blow-dried by her own personal groomer. After her 
hair-do . he mapped her gold necklace a round her slender 
neck and grabbed a mirror to let her see how she looked. 
“ There now Madame, what do you think?” 

She smiled a sly, coy quiet smile and winked at herself in 
the mirror. “Such beauty, ” she told herself, “ but enough of 
this self-admiration.” 

She knew she would be the life of the party and the envy 
of ail. Her hair looked lovelier than ever, it had such body , 
such silky sheen. After all, she used only the best shampoo 


and conditioner and only her hairdresser 
was artificially coloured or not. Sne pounced down from 
her dressing chair onto the thick posh carpet and ran to 
show off to her mom and dad. . 

“Cherry* Let me check your naik, have Jicy been 
nmoerlvmanicured?” Mama Vi asked as she swept hflfc 
^hjwyup into her arms. She inspected her daughter snad s 
and^idr'Um hummm That’s perfect. How 
look! Dad, have you got Chcrn s valise ready. Don} 
forget your video camera so you can him wc . 

^Sure enough. Mama. Come on little gtrt jump n&t 
into your $600 carriage. Nothing's too good for our baby 
and by the way, happy birthday! Mom. put an hermmt 

coat and let’s go have a bash! 

“ Come on, there's no time ro waste, tho^^hr Cncny, 
but she didn't argue with her generous parents, instead she 
gave them another one of her coy srm/es and contentedly 
held still while mama dressed her in her mink cover- 

Later, as the party roared on and many rolls of him woe 
shot and birthday songs sung and the pink birthday cake in 
Cherry's image divided and eaten, she heard her mom say 
irritably, “Huey, some people call us excessive! They say 
we're wasting our money and instead of spoiling our Cherry 
so much, we should give some to charity! 

“Well, what did you tell them. Mom? 

“Humph! 1 said it’s out own choice wftaf we want to 
spend our money on. We give Cherry the very best. Why 
not? We like the best!" 

“Don't listen to a word they say. This is our enjoyment. 
Dad said, offering encouragement. “ People like to criticise 
us because it gives them something to do. We’re not 
ashamed how we spend our money!" 

Cherry felt bad that there were actually folks in the world 
who didn't like her. but she was comforted by her patents 
words and pricked her ears to hear more as she lay cuddled 
in Vi's arms. “As for those people who tell us that we 
should give our money to charity, why don 't they give their 
money to charity? Besides. I feei what we're doing is a 
wonderful thing,” declared Vi. 

“Of course it is. Look at all the beauty contests we 
entered her in and how many prizes she's won. Why, 
remember how some judges have actually cried when they 
saw her!” 

“You’re right, Huey." Vi asserted. “Cherry's brought so 
much love into our lives. She’s going to stay with us until 
we die. And if we die before our ‘‘baby” does, our house; 
along with a paid companion, will all go to Cherry !” 

“Yeah/* Huey snorted. “Who deserves our wealth more 
than Cherry? Let’s keep our philosophy tike the sign 
hanging in our hallway that reads: Tf our Cherry isn't 
important to you, then feel free to leave!” 

“I just wish those snobs who disagree with how we raise 
oar baby hadn't been invited and eaten Cherry's delicious 
pink cherry cake!” Mama grunted. 

“Meow!” agreed Cheny. How lucky she was to have 
such wonderful parents and so much love! She purred when 
she remembered her roomful of shiny trophies, plaques 
and silky blue ribbons and how she had been named the 
best cat in North America/ Purr-fection! If on!y she could 
eat a tasty grey meaty mouse instead of a pink cherry cake, 
but oh well. 

Not possible you say? Well, truth is often Granger than 
fiction and this story's very true! Ask Cherry or better yet, 
since she's not the best conversationtist. ask her “Mom” 
and “Dad.” 


In Nohant with 
George Sand, the 
4 lioness of berry 9 


By Pierre Albert Lambert 

PARIS — In Nohant , in the 
heart of the Berry region, 
where the “girl from the 
woods” spent her childhood 
and Gnally died, the bouse 
was known as the “Chateau. ” 
In fact, it was a big Louis 
XVI style mansion “haring 
no more pomp than a village 
dwelling/' wrote Aurore 
Dupin, the Marshal of Saxe’s 
granddaughter who later be- 
came Baroness Dudcvant 
and was to be remembered 
by posterity as the writer 
George Sand. 

It may just have been a 
village bouse, but it was com- 
fortable and prettily fur- 
nished. It has been listed as a 
historical monument and the 
ddcor and atmosphere main- 
tained by the erstwhile mis- 
tress last century , has been 
recreated. Often , it was frill 
of friends. Chopin , one of her 
most famous lovers, com- 
posed there. Delacroix had a 
studio there. Balzac, 
Turgenev, Tb£opbile 
Gautier Dumas the younger 
and Franz Liszt were habitual 
guests. Flaubert, whom the 
hostess called “my old 
troubadour /' spent the last 
week of 1869 there. 

One can see the bedroom 
of the Dudevant couple and 
the Polish-style bed in which 
little Solange, their second 
c hifd, was bom. The older 
child, Maurice, buift that 
wonderful puppet theatre. 
The characters , dressed by 
his mother, are lined up by 
the dozen in display cabinets. ' 
The tiny writing bureau on 
which George Sand wrote, 
sometimes all night long , is 


still there in a corner. 

On the ground Boor, one 
can linger in the boudoir 
where she plucked at the 
harp and strummed the guitar 
by the Greside as well as 
playing billiards with a pipe 
in her mouth. In die day, the 
writer used to go borse-ridiig 
and hunting with the lesrir 
nobility , across the Berry 
countryside. In that purita- 
nical province, the fiery “lio- 
ness of Berry” created a scan- 
dal by dressing like a man, 
smoking cigars and collecting 
lovers. 

The scandal was further 
aggravated when the 1848 
revolution broke out and the 
author of Indiana took the 
side of the people. In the 
Bulletin de la Rdpubliqus. 
she wrote articles in favour of 
democracy and demanded 
the emancipation of women. 
She even went so far as to 
incite the workers to riot. A 
little later, she wrote the fol- 
lowing declaration of faith, 
which appears astonishing for 
the period: “I sun a commun- 
ist m the same way that ore 
used to be a Christian in ti e 
year 50. Forme, it is theideal 
of a developing society. ” 

But the years passed and 
the scandalous chatelaine 
calmed down. She arranged 
the garden behind her house 
to suit her taste. “I must 
admit that literature does not 
give half as much pleasure as 
the spade, ” she wrote to a 
friend. 

She is depicted riding her 
donkey across that myste- 
rious Berry region, full .f 
legends, which served as i 
setting for her works. In Be - 



Cmo rge Sand painted by Auguste Charpeni 


iy. she fulfilled her love for 
nature and trees. 

This love for nature came 
very early . After one of her 
bouts of depression which, 
from time to time, brought 
her to the edge o f despair, 
she wrote in a notebook, “/ 
had become like that poor 
madman who s ought tender- 
ness. I requested it of the 
woods, the plants, the sun , 
the animals and I know not 
what invisible being who only 
existed in my dreams.” 

In Nohant, when she was 
on the way to being 50 and 
right to the end of her life , 
the former romantic odalisk. 
who had never been able to 
live without loving, devoted 
herself with complete liberal- 
ity to the poor. She gave 
them most of her royalties. In 
her generosity, she worked at 
frill speed, publishing one 
nova/ after another. La Mare 
au Diabfo was written in four 
days. 

She did not hesitate to beg 
for what she called “God's 


gold,” in the tipper spin 
for her proteges. She < 
appealed to the Emp 
Eugdnie herself. Jean Ch. 
describes her as being 

social security of the , 
!£’’ Il was the time h 
fbeophile Gautier wrote. 
& impossible to be a bt 
woman and a better ma 
the same time. ” 

When George Sand < 
on June 8, 1876, at the ag 
72, from an obstructions 
oowe/s, the peasants of 

w ^° forgo 
her former escapades am 1 
travagance, carried the b 
of the “good lady of Afohi 
to the cemetery. Victor H 
wrote the elegy: “Icryt 
dead person and J hail 
immortal being. ” 

Indeed, George Sand 
mains well and truly aim 
the thousands of visitors : 
tpme to Nohant rn somi 
from all over the world 
seek her memory — I 
tnalite En France. ‘ 
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The golden age of cinemas 


By Claire Tbierry 

As the mother-country of the 
Seventh Art, France built a lot of 

■ cinemas, but now, unfortunately, 
ithe numbers are dwindling. Some 
• of them, with their sugar-candy 
.constructions or modernistic 
architecture, have been preserved, 

■ even if, sometimes, only the facade 
has been kept 


PARIS — Cinema-lovers 

- ■ sighed with relief. The 

- . ' pagode has been saved. This 

famous cinema in the 7th 
■ District of Paris, narrowly 
escaped conversation thanks 
■. to an express procedure of 
“ official listing ”, adopted in 
September 1990 by the minis- 
ter of culture. 

Had it not been for this 
decision , an astonishing 

- ^ orientalistic building from 
1 last century would have dis- 
appeared. Ft was part of an 
old Japanese house. It had 
been dismantled in the 
Empire of the Rising Sun and 
brought to Paris in pieces to 
be re-erected for the director 
of the Bon Marche big store, 
who wanted to give his wife 
an original pavilion for enter- 
taining, in keeping with the 
exotic tastes of the period. It 
was enhanced with a pictures- 
que lacquered roof and a 
pebble and bamboo garden 
‘and opened in 1896. Much 
later, in 1931, it became a 

£ cinema. Since then , the finest 
‘ French and foreign films have 


been shown there. 

But for one cinema which 
has been saved, bow many 
others have been destroyed 
in nearly a century? Since the 
time when, one day in De- 
cember 1895, the Indian 
room at the Grand Cafe , near 
the Opera, inaugurated the 
fascinating history of cinema 
auditoriums, with the first 
public projection of the cine- 
matograph. How many of 
these auditoriums with their 
magic names (Eden, Eldor- 
ado, Splendid, Vox , etc.) 
have closed down? How 
many of these “ cinemas Para - 
diso ”, whose dosed, obscure 
and fantastic world was vi- 
sited by wide-eyed kids and 
future film-directors, have 
now gone? 

With speculation in real 
estate, particularly in the 
business quarters of the 
French capital, many have 
been replaced by stores, 
offices and fashionable res- 
taurants or fast-food outlets, 
or even turned into preten- 
tious multi-auditorium com- 


plexes with their tasteless, 
scentless decor, only some- 
times lea ling the facade, pro- 
tected by regulations, such as 
the pharaonic architecture of 
the Louxor. or the cubist 
setting of the little Studio 
Raspail. 

IteCoUnA^OfCloe- 

Among the big auditor- 
iums built in the thirties, one 
sumptuous one has survived, 
the Rex in Paris. It was built 
in Boulevard Poissonniere in 
1932 and it is a symbol of 
cinema as a show with its, 
3,300 seats and its breath- 
taking interior. The over- 
ornate decor which, at the 
time, was described as 
“ atmospheric ”, conjures up 
the feeling of a Moorish vil- 
lage which has been im- 
proved upon by the Art 
Deco. If some of the facilities 
(the cabaret and the artists' 
dressing-rooms) have made 
way for further projection 
areas, the main auditorium, 
which has been restored, is 
still operating, with its arch of 
light audits joyous fountains, 
lit up at the end of every 
year. 

It is just like in the golden 
age of cinema when the 
crowds flocked to these 
“ theatres for the poor", 
whose imitation gold shim- 
mered in the electric lighting. 
It was a golden age which . in 
addition to the monumental 
temples built by the powerful 
Brms of Gaumont and Pathe 
to show their productions. 


saw a host of small local 
cinemas opening. These had 
a typical atmosphere with 
their painted posters , 
glassed-in ticket-office for the 
cashier, minors and a profu- 
sion of neon-lights in the 
entrance and folding velvet- 
upholstered seats in the au- 
ditorium. 

Many of these have dis- 
appeared too. A few of them 
have survived competition 
from television which eats up 
spectators and the unfurling 
wave of supermarkets which 
have replaced them owing to 
their unprofitable activity. 
These auditoriums (Mac- 
Mahon . L’Entrepot. and the 
Action cinemas in Paris, and 
the Utopia cinemas in the 
provinces) are frequented by 
enlightened cinema-lovers, 
who come to see marvels 
from the past or recent works 
reputed to be difficult for the 
general public. Hence their 
reputation as “art" cinemas. 

In the northern suburbs of 
Paris, the Beaumont-Palace 
(named after the town in 
which it stands), with its red 
constructivist-style facade, is 
listed in the Inventory of 
Historical Monuments and 
has been saved twice. First of 
all by television which has. 
for several years, used it as a 
setting for its “ cinema even- 
ing” programme called “La 
Derniere Seance ". And. 
secondly , by the town-council 
which, in ■ November 1990, 
bought and renovated the 
cinema which is historic 
since, as a former music-hall. 



Rear theatre b one of the oldest and the most 
prestigious cinemas in Paris. 


it received a budding perfor- 
mer called Charles Azna- 
vour. 

Many auditoriums have 
difficulties surviving owing to 
a fall in the number of 
cinema-goers and a rise in 
running costs. Their total 
number fell from 5.026 in 
1987 (including 443 in Paris) 
to 4,658 in 1989 (383 in 
Paris). 

So the state, via the Minis- 
try of Culture, helped by 
local authorities and associa- 


tions, is coming to their aid in 
various ways, particularly in 
towns where cinemas provide 
local entertainment, for inst- 
ance by exemption from cer- 
tain taxes, financing for re- 
newing technical equipment 
or for improving the comfort 
of the spectators, paying the 
cost of film copies and aid for 
local authorities which take 
charge of a cinema. The re- 
sult of this move is that 120 
screens were saved between 
mid-1989 and the end o f 1990 
— L'Actualite En France. 


*s opera makes room for budding foreign diwa 


By Janet Snyder 

Reuter 




PEKING — The xenophobic 
empress dowager, an avid 
fan of traditional Chinese 
opera, might not have beeii 
amused. 

But British actress lone 
Meyer is struggling to over- 
come any reservations to- 
day’s opera aficionados might 
have about a foreigner 
attempting this devilishly dif- 
ficult art. 

The 26-year-old Londoner 
is a woman warrior — both in 
the heroic roles she takes ori 
and in her gritty spirit. 

On a recent evening, she 
stepped on stage to portray 
legendary amazon Hu San - 
niang. stunning a bevy of 
old-time Peking Opera greats 
in the audience with her sop- 
rano and deft acrobatic man- 
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Then disaster struck — her 
ornate feathered headdress 
toppled to the floor in mid- 
aria. No one rushed to assist 
her, so with great aplomb she 
picked up the helmet and 
resumed her performance. 

She brought the house 
down. 

Before arriving 18 months 
ago , Meyer studied mime in 
Paris. Her strategy is to in- 
corporate her Chinese train- 
ing and her Western experi- 
ence to create new theatre. 

Her teachers at the Peking 
Opera School look to Meyer 
to inject some much-needed 
vigour into an art form whose 
popularity is waning. 

“ Foreign artists like her 
bring their own experience to 
Peking Opera and at the 
same time enrich their ex- 
perience for having been 
here," deputy headmaster 
Wu Jiang said. 


u Peking Opera is now at a 
low ebb but you could say 
that it may be the beginning 
of its recovery," Mr. Wu 
said. “ History has shown that 
Peking Opera reaches its 
peak when different cultures 
are mixed with it." 

“ 1 probably wouldn't be 
here if things were healthy. 
The school wouldn't have 
seen the need to open up," 
Meyer said. 

Peking Opera combines a 
unique high-pitched singing 
with highly stylised acrobatic 
dance. Actors learn a compli- 
cated vocabularly of move- 
ments that symbolise, for ex- 
ample, riding to battle. 

The school , established in 
1951. has had difficulty re- 
cruiting students in recent 
years. “Some years we don’t 
have enough kids to make a 
class . " Mr. Wu said. 

Peking Opera attained its 


modern heyday in the 1950s 
when the last great female 
impersonator. Mei Lanfang. 
reigned supreme. 

In 1966 radicals led by . 
. Jiang Qing . the late Chair- 
man Mao Tse tung’s wife and ■ 
self-appointed Czarina of cul- 
,<ture who committed suicide 
last year, gutted the reper- 
toire of classical plays. 

She replaced them with 
eight revolutionary operas 
that glorified proletarian 
heroes. 

Mr. Wu said his art suf- 
fered permanent damage. 

“ That's why so many 
young Chinese know so little 
about it. It seems strange to 
them and they're just alien- 
ated," he said. 

Those who do devote 
themselves might find a di- 
ploma from the school is no 
guarantee of a job. In the 
early 1960s there were nearly 


30 troupes, but the number 
has dwindled to 10. 

" It’s a problem for stu- 
dents getting a job after they 
graduate, so often they have 
to stay on in the school, ” Mr. 
Wu said. 

It is no place for dilet- 
tantes. Living conditions are 
spartan and students must 
study for seven years. 

Meyer is in her second year 
at China’s only classical 
theatre school to accept fore- 
ign students. She is the first 
foreign woman to undertake 
woman warrior roles in Pek- 
ing Opera. She has two over- 
seas classmates, a fellow Bri- 
ton and a Japanese, both 
men. 

The foreigners pay $2,600 
a year for tuition, room and 
board. Each has a private 
dormitory room, with just a 
thin mattress on an iron bed- 
stead. a desk and a chair. 


The regimen of a Peking 
Opera acolyte is the same for 

all. 

’~lzvery day, Meyer puts her- 
self through some serious 
paces. Reveille at 6.00 a.m.. 
then two hours of acrobatics 
before breakfast, four hours 
before lunch, another four 
hours in the afternoon. Even- 
ings are devoted to indepen- 
dent work. 

“ It’s very bard training but 
the atmosphere is great," 
Meyer said. "It’s com- 
radeship. " 

Her teachers are impressed 
with her doggedness and 
growing expertise, and with 
her readiness to learn. Her 
attitude is humble and recep- 
tive, what Zen masters call 
“beginner's mind". 

“ The feeling is: ' Even if 
she can’t do it, at least she's 
got gall', ’’ Meyer said with a 
laugh. 


Marla Tourou 



to gouaches 


By Katia Sabet 

NICOSIA — Asa young girl, 
Maria Tourou used to spend 
hours lying on the grass near 
her home in Famagusta, star- 
ing up at the sky and watch- 
$ ing the clouds endlessly 
changing shape up above her. 

: The house in Famagusta is 
long gone. Ms. Tourou's 
family were Greek Cypriots, 
and their home town came 
under Turkish control in the 
invasion of 1974. But the 
cloud-watching of Ms. 


Tourou’s childhood lives on 
in her paintings. “That’s how 
I work — by solving out a 
mess," said Ms. Tourou. 
“Hie colours arrange them- 
selves on the canvas, just like 
the clouds in the sky. And bit 
by bit the subject takes 
shape. I never know what I'm 
going to paint. If I knew, I 
would be dreadfully bored. " 

Boredom is something Ms. 
Tourou knows little about. 
Throughout her life, she has 
always sought out new places 
and new experiences. Once, 


she even became a guinea pig 
for the U.S. space program- 
me. ‘7 was in Texas, near 
Houston (home of the U.S. 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administratidn 
NASA), when a friend asked 
me if I'd like to work with 
scientists from the space 
base," she recalls. “As I'm 
always game for any new 
adventure / said “ why not?" 

Ms. Tourou’s experience at 
the NASA base involved a 
physical training programme 
which brought her body to a 



peak of fitness. Then came a 
battery of gruelling tests, 
some of them in simulated 
spacecraft. The results were 
used in the design of special 
suits to help astronauts cope 
with the effects of gravity and 
weightlessness. I’m very 
happy to have had. the experi- 
ence, ” said Ms. Tourou , us- 
ing a matter-of-fact tone to 
describe adventures that to 
her seem as normal as they 
would bizarre to anyone else. 
“It enabled me to receive a 
level of physical training that 
is unique in this world and to 
discover that I have a heart 
that is in perfect condition 
and an organism that is un- 
usually resistant." 

The fifth daughter of a 
wealthy merchant, Ms. 
Tourou did not take long to 
discover her taste for explor- 
ing. While still at school, she 
says , she learned that her two 
great inrerests were painting 
and travelling. At the age of 
16, she left Cyprus fo learn 
more about both. She enrol- 
led at one of Britain's best- 
known art schools, the Ham- 
mersmith School of Art in 
London. After six years of 
study , she headed for Posita- 
no , in southern Italy , before 
again changing course, this 
time for the U.S . , and specifi- 
cally the Corcoran School of 
Ait in Washington D.C. 

The year was 1978, and 
since then, there have been 
many other trips, some of 
them planned , some that 
have happened by chance. 


Along the way, she has 
known both “ gipsies and 
kings." she says. "I'm a 
nomad. I like living ‘ else- 
where '. I don’t Crave/ as a 
tourist, but I go to discover 
places. When I find some- 
where I like , I settle in there, 
I paint , I experiment, I think, 
I live. " 

Maria Tourou’s permanent 
base is a small house con- 
verted from a sheeppen up in 
the Cypriot bills, half an 
hour’s drive from the capital 
of Nicosia. Here, she has 
installed an easel, a table and 
two chairs “in case someone 
comes to see me". She 
spends most of her time 
painting. 

Many of her travels and 
experiences abroad are there 
in her work, though it may 
not always be easy to spot 
diem. For Ms. Tourou has a 
horror of paintings that de- 
pict only external reality. 
And she especially loathes 
portraits. “I’ve done three 
portraits in my life and I 
didn’t enjoy them, " she said. 
“I prefer to talk to a person, 
to get to know him and then, 
once back home again, if I 
feel like It, to put down oh 
canvas the impressions that 
his personality made on me. " 

Often, Ms. Tourou will be 
working on a dozen different 
paintings at any given time. 
She hardly ever makes a 
sketch before starting on a 
canvas. Her paintings, in oils 
and gouaches , are horn 
rather than constructed. The 



legacy 




By Ken Franckling 
Reuter 

NEW YORK — Nat "King" 
Cole is king again. 

The late pianist and sin- 
ger’s legacy has been streng- 
thened more in recent months 
than at any other time since 
1965 when lung cancer 
claimed his life. 

First came the chan-top- 
ping tribute to the singer by 
daughter Natalie Cole, in 
which she recorded his old 
hits and electronically mixed 
her voice with his in a spec- 
tacular version of his classic 
song, “ unforgettable ." 

But now comes the most 
unforgettable Nat “King" 
Cole package of them all. an 
Incompact disc or 27-record 
package that shows that long 
before commercial radio disc- 
overed his velvety voice, Nat 
“King" Cole was one of the 
finest and most innovative 
pianists in jazz history. 

The collection of 349 re- 
cordings from Mosaic Re- 
cords, a mail-order re-issue 
specialist, includes every- 
thing Cole recorded between 
1943 and 1949, plus songs re- 
corded later in his unique trio 
style combining piano, guitar 
and bass after his career 
shifted into the popular music 
idiom. 

" One of the things I’ve 
always said about my father's 
music is that it never is a hard 
sell. You don't have to tap 
your foot if you don Y want to 
or snap your fingers. ” his 
daughter said in an interview. 

“You just let the music take 
care of you." 

Many of Cole's early, hits 
are included in this compila- 
tion. including Straighten Up 
And Fly Right, nature boy 
and The Christmas Song. 

There are also scores of 
pure instrumental tunes 
celebrating ‘ Cole 's boogie- 
woogie skills and the intricate 
guitar/piano harmonic shad- 
ings he and Oscar Moore 
made famous. 

Throughout the 1940s. 
Cole had a profound influ- 
ence both on pianists and 
vocalists. 

He assembled his first 
piano-guitar-bass trio in 
1937. 

That “ cocktail combo" 


musical format soon was 
emulated' by other top pian- 
ists including An Tatum. 
Oscar Peterson. Lonnie Tris - 
tano ar.d Ahmad Jamal. 

A teenager when her 
father died. Natalie Cole 
shared a musical closeness 
propelling her desire to re- 
cord her fa i tier’s songs re- 
cently. She says her recording 
was made out of love, and 
not. as some listeners have 
implied. :o further her 
career. 

The son of a Baptist minis- 
ter, Cole grew up in Chicago 
where the city's jazz and 
blues culture became a force 
in his musical life. 

As a pianist, he made 
music filled with intimacy, 
humour, freshness and free- 
dom of expression. It is char- 
acterised by flowing lines, 
subtle voicings and inventive 
harmonics. 

Yet. Cote's success as an 
instrumentalist was eclipsed 
in the 1950s by his roles as a 
singer and television perso- 
nality. 

Mosaic's mammoth box 
set. “The Complete Capitol 
Recordings Of the Nat King 
Cole Trio." brings his com- 
prehensive talents back into 
the spotlight. 

The box comes with 6- 
pages of extensive liner notes 
and analysis of his work. 

“He was an extraordinary 
talent, like few others, be- 
cause in addition to his ob- 
vious gifts, he had that rarity 
— exquisite taste — boil: 
pianistically and vocally. " 
says jazz pianist Dick Katz 
Cole in the liner notes. 

Most of the material in the 
collection, gathered by 
Mosaic producer Michael 
Cuscuna. came from the 
vaults of Capitol Records, for 
whom Cole recorded exclu- 
sively from Nov. 30. 1943. 
until his death. 

All the recordings from 
Cole's first seven years with 
Capitol are included in the 
collection. After 1949. mate- 
rial with Cole's trio was tap- 
ped. along with larger com- 
binations that incorporate the 
"trio sound” and jazz feel. 

“ The Complete Capitol 
Recordings of the Nat King 
Cole Trio" is available only 
from Mosaic Records in 
Stamford, Connecticut. 


images that form under bet 
paintbrush seem to have a life 
of their own. like Bowers 
opening up in the sunlight. 

Same of the figures in her 
paintings are reminiscent ot 
Chagall, richly colourful and 
ectoplasmic rather than in- 
stantly recognisable as hu- 
mans. “My characters have 
evolved in time as though 
they were alive," she said. 
“ They have been children, 
then adolescents and now 
they are adults. But they are 
not men or women. They are 
asexual, simply people. They 
take shape on the canvas as 1 
paint. " 

Ms. Tourou is prolific in 
her output , and has exhibited 
widely though, like many 
artists, she complains of 
being dissatisfied with much 
of what she produces. In a 
career that has spanned more 
than 25 years she has bad at 
least 20 personal shows and 
about 30 group exhibitions, 
throughout Europe and in 
the U.S. Two of her paintings 
have been bought by the 
National Museum of Nicosia. 

She has never been part of 
a group or a school. Ms. 
Tourou’s style has always 
been her own, the product of 
her unusual heritage of 
travels and experiences. A 
recent exhibition in Nicosia 
bore witness to char fact — 
the multi-coloured gaiety of a 
Mexican “Fiesta" in “ Alger- 
ia ", the shimmering lights of 
* ‘Erotic • Vibrations ", the 
heavenly shades of a trans- 



Maria Tot tewa’s Bate is a stanzas off G^eristsoButs 
and adventures. Art is tSee cam sgssebiz. 


cendental meditation in 
** Mental Journey” and the 
angry, violent tints of red 
which depict some dark un- 
stated terror in “ Polypus 
Lupus. ” 

In another painting, 
“Words Of Fire", two figures 
confront each other, flames 
spewing from their mouths 
like two half-crazed fire- 
eaters. The hatred between 
them is almost tangible. The 


inspiration , says Ms. Tourou. 
dates back to the time she 
went to stay with friends, on 
one of her many trips away 
from home. “I was visiting 
friends who were constantly 
rowing with each other. " she 
said. *7 don't like it when 
people disagree and have 
arguments. I’m a person who 
prizes peace. The . painting -, 
was bom like that — World 
News Link. 
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By PhiUippa Weave 

NEW YORK — Eddie Keat- 
was a star cadet in the 
L .5. Marines three vears ago 
when he was accidentally 
shot sn the head by a friend 
during an exercise. The bullet 
blew part of his brain away, 
ns fell into a coma and when 
he came out of it 21 days 
later, his whole body was 
paralysed except for his left 
hand. “ The only other thing I 
could move was mv eyes,” 
recalls 25-year-old Keating. 
Months of intensive physical 
therapy helped him to regain 
movement in the upper part 
of his body, but it looked as 
though he would be in a wheel 
chair for the rest of his life. 

But Keating was one of a 
very lucky few selected for an 
experimental programme 
that holds out tremendous 
hope for people who have 
become paralysed as a result 
of accidents or illness. Doc- 
tors are using tiny electrodes 
called neural pros theses im- 
planted in the body to stimu- 
late muscles that can no lon- 
ger be activated because the 
ner\ w ous system has been 
damaged. Known as Func- 
tional Electrical Stimulation 
(FES) the system is designed 
to provide the impulses that 
normally come from the 
brain. One and a half years 
after his accident. Keating . 
who has been implanted with 
32 electrodes, took his first 
steps. 

The system has already 
been successfully applied to 
help patients ai ercome para- 
lysis from strokes or acci- 
dents. deafness, inconti- 
nence. epilepsy and the crip- 
pling effects of diseases such 
as cystic fibrosis ar.d multiple 
sclerosis. Doctors are also 
working on a programme to 
restore at least partial vision 
ro the blind. 

Explains Dr. William 
Agnew of the Huntington 
Medical Research Institution 
ir. Pasadena. California: 
" The nervous system is based 
on the electrical transmission 
of impulses, and in cases 


when this transmission is in- 
terrupted, for example in 
spinal cord injuries where the 
spinal cord is partially br 
completely destroyed, there 
is no longer any communica- 
tion between the central ner- 
vous system — the brain — 
the spina! cord and from 
there to the muscles." 

Dr. Agnew. who is one of 
the pioneers of this technolo- 
gy. has been working to re- 
fine ir for the past 20 years. 
"Nerves and nerve cells be- 
low the point of interruption 
are still viable, the problem is 
they have no instruction, ” he 
notes. " FES is a mechanism 
by which we replace the 
brain’s input by artificial in- 
put. We are supplying elec- 
trical energy via electrodes 
that are implanted in or 
around the nerves. " Once 
the tiny needle-shaped elec- 
trodes are implanted in the 
body, they are connected 
through a series of hair-like 
wires to a small computerised 
receiver that hangs on a per- 
son's belt. The receiver is 
connected to a small power 
source which can be activated 
at will by means of a ring 
equipped with a tiny joystick 
worn on the index finger. 

The wires come out in the 
groin, explains Dr. E. Byron 
Marsolais, chief of rehabilita- 
tion medicine at the Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs cen- 
tre in Cleveland. Ohio, who 
is treating Keating and who 
participated in the develop- 
ment of the technique. “ They 
(wires) are channeled under 
the skin and come up in a 
central area. Eventually, you 
won’t have wires, they will 
end in the belly and the 
receiver will be implanted 
under the skin in the gut. 
Ultimately we will have tele- 
metry and no wire. ” Current 
research holds the promise 
that patients will soon be able 
fo activate their devices by 
remote control. “The next 
step , ” addc Dr. Marsolais 
.who is one of the worlds 
leading experts on lowerbody 
applications of the tech- 
nology. "is to bring in self- 


controi by the (implanted) 
computerised receiver so it 
can make the decisions and 
control the next movement. 
There are some problems still 
with interfacing, but it is cer- 
tainly very feasible." Dr. 
Marsolais is a spinal surgeon 
with a Ph. D. in engineering 
mechanics. 

A small-scale system with 
only eight electrodes or 
" channels ’ ' is enough to help 
somebody paralysed get out 
of bed and transfer to a 
wheelchair on his own, as 
well as move in bed so as to 
avoid getting sores. Accord- 
ing to Dr. Marsolais. “ a sys- 
tem with 50 channels allows 
walking — we’ve gone 3,900 
feet without stopping — and 
going up and down stairs. 
Most walking still requires a 
balance aid. We’re probably 
three years away from pro- 
ducing a 50-channel device 
without wires.” 

If this sounds like science- 
fiction, it is very real to pa- 
tients like Keating. Although 
he has only been able to walk 
and practice using his system 
under medical supervision, 
he looks at it as another 
chance to live. “ I’m happy to 
death I can walk around . ” he 
exclaims. "The other day. for 
the first time ever. / used two 
canes and walked a little over 
a mile to the doughnut store. 
Were it not for this system. I 
thought 1 would spend the 
rest of my life in a wheel- 
chair. " Keating is now able to 
drive a car and take his girl- 
friend out. 

While scientists caution 
that FES is still far from 
being widely commercially 
available, experiments con- 
ducted so far with a few 
dozen patients in the U.S. 
and on laboratoty animals 
are very promising. Dr. F. 
Terry Hambrecht is responsi- 
ble for overseeing the $60 
million neural prosthesis 
programme at the U.S. 
National Institutes of Health 
which involves some 60 scien- 
tists: "We do not want to 
raise false hopes , it is all still 
very experimental . " he says. 


“ Things will be very different 
in the next 10 years. " 

So far the most widely ap- 
plied systems are respiratory 
devices and ear implants for 
the deaf. Dociors have found 
ways to stimulate the di- 
aphragm with electrodes . 

meaning that people whose 
lungs don't work and who 
would otherwise be immobil- 
ised in an iron lung can now 
lead close ro normal lives. 
"They can control their rate 
of breathing from outside 
transmitters which are like 
little high frequency electric 
generators . " explains Dr. 
Hambrecht, who has a de- 
gree in electrical engineering 
as well as a medical degree. 
The patient now adjusts the 
rate and depth of breathing 
with a sort of remote control 
device, but Dr. Hambrecht 
predicts that in the future, 
scientists will be able to pro- 
duce a device that adjusts 
automatically to provide 
deeper breathing when the 
person exerts a demanding 
physical effort. 

Another area in which neu- 
ral prostheses have been used 
successfully is in cochlear im- 
plants. Profoundly deaf sub- 
jects can obtain a crude 
awareness of sound through 
an implanted device that con- 
verts acoustic information 
into electric signals that 
stimulate the ear’s cochlear 
nerve. Some 5.000 people 
around the world now have 
such devices which can alert 
them to noises such as fire 
alarms. The implant by-pas- 
ses a malfunctioning inner 
ear and directly stimulates 
the auditory nerve. Most of 
those who have received the 
devices are people who were 
not bom deaf and who can 
recognise sounds. The latest 
models of the device can help 
people recognise speech at 
near-normal levels. 

While advances have been 
remarkable, some daunting 
challenges remain: One is 
how to protect the sensitive 
electrodes in the high-salt, 
corrosive environment of the 
body. Dr. Agnew has been 
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Lout Week's Cryptogram* 

] . The floe colleges are. and ought to be. great castles of lingering doubt. 

2. Time spent to solve puzzles provides no hazard to onr mental health. 

3. Cranky rugged individualist, aghast at pace and capacity of today’s vital 
technology, look an ax lo fax. 

■1- Can knock-kneed dock worker, wear nice knickers? 
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working with other scientists 
for many years to develop a 
coating for the electrodes that 
is both bio-compatible with 
the body so that it won’t be 
rejected, and resistant. "In- 
sulation is critical . " says Dr. 
Agnew. " One of the chief 
problems is how you go about 
interfacing metal electrodes 
to tissue. Also what electrical 
stimulation to use: The elec- 
trodes have a very small sur- 
face and the charge can cause 
the dissolution of the elec- 
trode itself 

Dr. Agnew is also re- 
sponsible for defining the 
electrical parameters: Which 
type of cuirenf. frequency , 
power and pulse duration. 
"This is what we mean by 
safety, and efficiency,’’ he 
says. “ Electrical energy itself 
, is not a problem, we now 
know very precisely what we 
can do and how to get to 
various parts of the nervous 
system. The problem is get- 
ting the hardware to really be 
a life-time equipment." Dr. 
Agnew and his team &re cur- 
rently testing electrodes 
made of iridium, and other 
researchers are trying to scale 
them down to the point 
where they can be injected 
through a long needle and set 
in place without surgery. 

According to experts, the 
technology may also benefit 
epileptics who are not re- 
sponsive to available drugs. 
Some 100 such patients have 
been implanted with elec- 
trodes so far. "The electrodes 
send a flood of impulses to 
the brain during an epileptic 
seizure," Dr. Agnew ex- 
plains. "Many patients feel 
an impending seizure and can 
activate their devices. If they 
get not warning, they can 
programme their stimulator 
to operate two minutes out of 
every hour , for example. 
Some people are now able to 
drive for the first time, and 
that is very encouraging.” 
The dexice has received pre- 
market approval from the 
U.S. Food and Drug Admh 
nistration and surgeons from 
several European countries 
are being trained to do the 
implants. 

Similarly, the technology is 
helping those who lose blad- 
der control , one of the most 
common age-reiafed prob- 
lems. Implanted electrodes 
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Eddie Keating, formerly of the high-tech efewice instructing his 
UJS. Marines, was paralysed by a legs to move, he is learning again 
firearm accident Thanks to a the intricacies of walking. 


stimulate the bladder muscles 
to stay tight until the patient 
activates a small remote con- 
trol device that turns off the 
electrode, allowing the mus- 
cles to relax and the bladder 
to empty. 

The technology is also 
promising for the victims of 
strokes. Hunfer Peckham, a 
professor of bio-medical en- 
gineering at Case Western 
University in Cleveland is 
working with patients who 
can move their shoulder but 
not their bands. "The objec- 
tive, ” be says, "is to provide 
the ability to control grasp- 
and-release motions and help 
patients gain rudimentary 
sensory information about 
how hard they are grasping. ” 
Using a sensor worn on their 
shoulder, patients can send 
signals via a processor to 
activate electrodes in the arm 
and forearm. The system is 
proportional, acting like an. 
accelerator pedal on a car. 

Although the system is not 
yet sufficiently refined to 
acf/vafe individual fingers . 
formerly paralysed patients 
can do things like use a tele- 
phone. feed themselves and 
brush their teeth. Adds Dr. 
Peckham: " The hand is a 


very complex mechanism and designed to last indefinitely 
we have to grade the activa- ■■■ WTiai :>• important is to 
ti on of each muscle indepen- teach the paralysed to keep in 
dently. The grasp action in- shape, axoid getting fat and 
volves eight muscles and we prevent bed sores. They have 
have to use one electrode for to do their exercises and keep 
each muscle and synchronise their joints moving otherwise 
them." Three people have so they won * be 3bie ro use the 
far been implanted with the system, 
more advanced systems. Qne of r he worlds fin,; 
while 40 others are using the beneficiaries of the si stem, 

more basic grasp-and-release Keating admits: "It is hard 

devices. work and very repetitious. 9 

A device of this sort now ^e more you do n the better 

costs about $20,000 for the j{ ^cts. I've come a Ions u.1i 

hardware alone. This does not ^nd I'm still ccmidered *j 

include the intensive therapy baby, but 1 strive :o do bet- 

needed to teach the patients i Gr Every step is a challenge 

bow to use it. But Prof. f, ut lf g,v- s nzc imeal cor.fi- 

Peckham and others predict dencG f us , M ^ ^bie to get up 

that the cost will come down people at eve level, 

when the devices become 

more widespread. An eight - The first time / srontf up f 

channel device costs between ecstatic . " He plans to leave 
$12,000 and $15,000 while a home and moxe nth > his own 
50-channel system of the type house, and he is taking uni- 
being developed by Dr. Mar- versitv courses ro sludy 
solais to get patients walking. ‘^psychology. His goal is to 
can cost up to $50,000. "That become j counsellor for the 


can cost up to $50,000. "That 
is the price some people pay 
for an automobile, ” be notes, 
arguing that it is a small 
amount compared to the cost 
of caring for a paralysed pa- 
tient. 

"The dexices could be re- 
cyclable, ’’ he says. “ They are 


handicapped. "I uanf to 
work with people who are so 
depressed tl sv want to com- 
mit suicide. / can say to them, 
look at me. I can do anything 
anyone else docs, don't g ;,r c 
up, -here is away < hope. ” — 
World Nsx\-s Link. 
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ambulance, not you 


By Daniel Q. Haney 

The Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Doctors study- 
ing what people should do if 
they think they're having a 
stroke came up with some 
surprising advice: Don't call 
your doctor. 

Instead, they say to call an 
ambulance at the first sign of 
a stroke. The distinction 
could mean the difference 
between life and death. 


While health officials have 
long campaigned to get peo- 
ple to the hospital at the first 
sign of a heart attack , the 
urgency of treating strokes 
has gotten less attention. 

They study, conducted at 
the University of Cincinnati, 
found that people who called 
911 — the emergency 
throughout much of the Un- 
ited States — got to the 
hospital in about three hours. 
Those who phoned their doc - 

GliHllll 


tors were not hospitalised un- 
til about 10 hours after the 
first symptoms. 

“ The worst thing is to call 
your doctor commented 
Dr. Edward Cooper of the 
University of Pennsylvania, 
president-e/eef of the Amer- 
ican Heart Association. 

The results were outlined 
recently by Dr. Joseph 
Broderick at a stroke meeting 
sponsored by the American 
Heart Association. They 


were based on a review c 
1.243 patients in New York 
Ohio and Virginia. 

Broderick said people wh 
call their doctor rather tba. 
an ambulance often have mil 
der symptoms, so thev wai 
longer before seeking help 
But calling the doctor als> 
significantly slows down th 
trip to the emergency room 
Decause victims usually hav 
to wait for the doctor to ca. 
back. 


11-year study claims vegetarians healthier 


By Deiter Schwab 

VEGETARIANS aren't 
healthier, they also live lon- 
ger. By not eating meant they 
protect themselves from 
heart and circulatory dis- 
eases, which are to blame for 
every second fatality in Ger- 
many. These are the findings 
of a study by the German 
Cancer Research Centre, 
Heidelberg , in which the 
health the 1,904 vegetarians 
was monitored for 11 years . 

Fifty-eight per cent no lon- 
ger ate meat, fish and sausage 
but ate other animal products 
such as eggs and dairy pro- 
duce; 39 per cent occasionally 
ate meat or fish; per cent 
were hardline vegans, as the 
category of vegetarians who 
live on a strictly all-vegetable 
diet are known . In the 11 
years, 235 of the 1,904 parti- 
cipants died, roughly half the 
statistical average number for 
people of their age. 

The death rate from heart 
attack or stroke was about 50 
per cent lower than the aver- 


age for the population in 
general. Malignant tumours 
occurred about half as often 
among vegetarian males and 
roughly 25 per cent less fre- 
quently among , vegetarian 
females. Vegetarians were 
found to suffer less from 
chronic complaints such as 
angina, high blood pressure 
and circulatory upsets. 

The findings of the Heidel- 
berg survery, conducted by 
Dr. Jenny Chang-CIaude, 
Dr. Rainer Frentzel Beyme 
and Ursula Elbe, bear out 
those of the 1989 Berlin 
vegetarian study compiled by 
the Federal Health Agency 
(BGA), which showed that 
vegetarians, far from suffer- 
ing from deficiences, as is 
often claimed, are in good 
health as a result of their 
diets. But the Berlin survey 
covered a much shorter 
period ’ f so it failed to provide 
satisfactory information ab- 
out the vegetarian’s average 
life expectancy. 

Dietary hat’’ r« will not , of 


course, be the sole factor. 

Vegetarians generally lead 
healthier lives in other re- 
spects. They seldom smoke, 
which would seem to explain 
why very few suffer from 
tumours of the respiratory 
system, such as lung cancer. 
They tend to keep fit. which 
can reduce the risk of cardiac 
and circulatory complaints. 
That may have been one 
reason why few were over- 
weight. 

Low blood pressure and a 
normal cholesterol count are 
not the only advantages of a 
low-fat and high-fibre diet 
consisting mainly of veget- 
able products. Vegetarians’ 
kidneys function better, and 
they are less likeiy to suffer 
from gout than their meat 
eaters. Overconsumption of 
meat may increase the cancer 
risk. It does increase the 
amount of gai/ic acid pumped 
into the intestine, which is 
said to be yet another possi- 
ble cause of cancer. 

People who have a high- fat 
diet have been found to suf- 


fer from intestinal fume 
twice as many .nsfarK 
vegetarians. The vegetz 
vitamin intake (vitamir, 
fruit and vegetables ) 
provide protection Iron 
tail kinds of cancer. 

Vitamin C limits the c 
of carcinogenic nitrosa, 
in the stomach. But 
doing it can be daneero 
in other contexts.'’ A 
steak now and then is 
to do more good than j 
htnet vegetarians have : 
/ ? ean We expectancy 
their undogmatic peei 
one-sided, unbalanced 
can cause deficiencies, 
lance matters more thai 
going without meat. 

Professor Jurgen Wa 
^-teadofepidemiok 
the Heidelberg cance 
centre, cona 
from the findings a few i 
of advice to all he 
conscious eaters; "Meat 
sumption is best kept' 

- De ™ 
t'Orsch ungsdienst. 
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Vs new identity! 


FOREIGN MINISTERS from the Non-Aligned Move- 
.. (NAM) held their recent meeting in Cyprus in 
—^Search of a new identity for their movement but 
Tet/g. ^emerged without an agreement The soul searching for 
a new role for the movement came in the wake of the 
a-j ooUapse of the communist order and the emergence of 
.. a new international order dominated by die U.S. As 
NAM came into being in 1961 to' address the causes, 
interests and perspectives of the underdeveloped coun- 
tries in the context of the East- West rivalry, it became 
\ inevitable that the poor countries of the world would 
_ look for a new role in the new order. Not that the 
foreign ministers of the movement could themselves 
make final and binding conclusions on the new 
characteristics and objectives of their organisation. 

• They were mandated to merely submit recommenda- 
tions to the NAM summit scheduled to convene in 
Indonesia next September. Yet, the participation of 
4 only twenty or so foreign ministers had put a damp**- 
■ on the expectations that the movement k still bKv p nnH 
kicking. This came in stork contrast with the fact that 
- the movement is composed of 101 nations, only fifty 
-three of which saw it fit to attend the Cyprus 
ministerial meeting. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa proposed to 
his counterparts in the movement that NAM be 
amalgamated with the so-called Group of 77 compris- 
ing the developing countries within toe United Nations. 
The Foreign Minister of Indonesia, Ali A1 Attos echoed 
similar views when he called on the conference to 
promote closer association between the Group of 77 
and the movement since, essentially, their new role is 
-to address the North-South dialogue on economic 
issues in a bid to bridge the widening gap between the 
haves and the have-nots. 


There is considerable sense in such an approach to the 
quest for a new identity and orientation for NAM, for there 
b little doubt that the traditional role of the movement in the 
context of the former international order drnnfamteri by two 
superpowers has gone for as long as one can see. There is 
tittle that the poor countr ies of the world can do now to 
affect die potttkal shape of toe world except to regroup 
economically hi a bid to exercise a higher profile in toe 
future on aH fronts, including po li tical and security con- 
cerns. The main thing is to buBd a more effective cohesion 
between these countries — something which does not seem 
to be on the cards now. Perhaps toe proposal to mute toe 
Group of 77 with the movement offers the best hope for toe 
fixture of both groups. After aH, toe Group of 77 is 
composed of more than one hundred underdeveloped 
countries whose attention is centred on protecting toe. 
economic rights of the underdeveloped countries of toe 
world. Otherwise, as many nations have warned, there wiH 
continue to be bur densome overlapping in roles, identity 
and efforts between them. Of course, it is now up to NAM’s 
s u mm it , later on this year, to decide on such for reaching 
issues. Let’s hope that, this tone around, more leaders firms 
the poor countries of the world will see fit to attend that 
summit. 


Does it only snow over Israel? 

The U.S. mainstream media, alternative media and Israel 


By Mustafa Tefl 

The bias of the U.S. mainstream 
media towards Israel and against 
the Arabs is well established and 
should be dealt with as a fact. But 
when this bias goes beyond poli- 
tical reporting into weather con- 
ditions reporting, one must won- 
der if this bias is the result of 
racism and outright hatred to- 
wards the Arabs. I am referring 
to an article published on the 
front page of the New York 
Times on January 3, 1992. The 
article, “Jerusalem Dressed in 
White” by Clyde Haberman, was 
about the snow storm that hit toe 
Middle East the first week of toe 
year. Out of about 142 lines in toe 
article, 10 lines dealt with the 
storm in Lebanon, Jordan and 
Turkey. Syria, a country with a 
population three times bigger 
than toe population of Israel, was 
not even mentioned in the article 
at all. Israel, on the other hand, 
got the lion’s share of the article 
with about 132 tines! 

“Jerusalem Dressed in White” 
is only one of many examples erf 
the Mas towards Israel in die U.S. 
mainstream media. This article, 
though, is not just a weather 
report article. It should be viewed 
in its larger connotation. Three 
major themes are related to this 
“innocent” weather article. Hie 
first, and the most dangerous, is 
the fact that the occupied city of 
Jerusalem is referred to in the 
article as the capital of Israel. The 
second and third themes have to 
deal with recent events. The first 
event is the U.S. sponsored peace 
process and the second is Israel’s 


request for a U.S. loan. Israel 
image as a peace-loving nation 
has been fluctuating dne to 
Israel's arrogance and hardline 
stance in the ongoing peace pro- 
cess. Added to that are the nega- 
tive feelings of many people 
here in the U.S. towards Israel's 
loan request. These people do 
not understand why toe U.S. 
should give Israel any aid, espe- 
cially when the U.S. is suffering 
one of its worst recessions. To 
counter aD that, the mainstream 
media here started a beautifica- 
tion campaign to improve the 
image of Israel. “Jerusalem Dres- 
sed in White” is part of this 
campaign. 

Another campaign, a campaig n 
of gnOt, is also being waged by 
die mainstream media. Hardly a 
day passes by without a holocaust 
related story in this media. Films 
and books that have something to 
do with the holocaust are sudden- 
ly everywhere. It will be naive to 
consider all that as just a coinot 
deuce, especially after realising 
that most of the outlets in the 
mainstream media are owned by 
just a few companies. For exam- 
ple, the company that owns the 
New York Times also owns 24 
other daily newspapers and eight 
weekly or twice weekly newspap- 
ers. It does not stop there. The 
Times company also owns 17 
magazines, five television sta- 
tions, two radio stations, a news 
service, a feature syndicate, and 
various other media-related busi- 
ness. The Times company is also 
involved in many businesses out- 
side of the U.S. and businesses 
that are not connected directly to 


the media. This makes the Nfew 
York Times not only a news 
outlet, but a news maker and 
manipulator. 

Unfortunately, this powerful 
news maker and manipulator is 
biased towards Israel. Hits bias, 
however, is not restricted to toe 
New York Times. In fact, most of 
the mainstream media outlets 
here are biased towards Israel. 
To get an objective view of Israel, 
the people of the U.S. have to 
turn to the alternative media. The 
alternatiave media presents to the 
people of the U.S. a different 
Israel: an Israel with no make-up. 

The image of Israel in the 1940s 
alternative media did go through 
a transition. In the 50s and 60s 
many people in the alternative 
media, and the mainstream 
media, saw Israel as the only 
bright spot in the Middle Fast. 
Israel was considered democratic, 
modem, liberal and a peace- 
loving. This positive image did 
not last long. The true Israel, the 
Israel that was biding behind a 
propaganda image, finally sur- 
faced. The mainstream media, 
though, maintained its positive 
portrayal of Israel. On the other 
hand, the alternative media 
started to portray Israel objec- 
tively.' 

Now, after we have looked at 
an example from the mainstream 
media, we turn to some recent 
examples from the alternative 
media. In the December, 25, 
1991, issue of the Guardian, an 
independent, albeit leftist, week- 
ly newspaper, there were*, two 
articles related to Israel. The fist, 
“Israel’s iron first augments slow 


hand at peace talks,” by Neil 
Corbin, portrayed the true harsh 
realities of toe Israeli occupation. 
These realities such as the Israeli 
settler’ violence against the 
Palestinians and their property, 
the curfews, the arrests, the kill- 
ings, the dosing down of the 
educational institutions, toe de- 
portations and the harsh rales of 
the occupation are never seen by 
the mainstream media. The other 
article in the Guardian, “Zionism 
vote overshadows talks impasse,” 
questioned the methods that were 
used to repeal the 1975 “Zionsim 
is racism” resolution in the U.N. 
on December, 16. 1991. Accord- 
ing to the article’s writer, Phyllis 
Bennis, this repeal could not have 
happened if it had not been for 
toe U.S. threats, bribes and cajol- 
ery. Phyllis Bennis put forward 
an interesting argument when she 
wondered why it took the U.N. a 
month-long debate to come out 
with the 1975 resolution but only 
a short debate, in which only the 
U.S. and Lebanon representa- 
tives spoke, to come out with the 
repeal resolution? This question 
never saw the daylight in the 
mainstream media. While the 
Guardian, and the majority of toe 
alternative media outlets, attack- 
ed toe repeal resolution, the 
mainstream media hailed it as an 
important victory for humanity. 


The writer is a graduate of the 
Tampa University, in South Flor- 
ida, where be obtained a BA 
degree in economy and adminis- 
tration. He is preparing for a 
Masters degree in the U.S. 


Crown Prince: Bush’s reelection good for peace 

(Continued from page 1) ftand on the Middle East prob- 

lem which calls for exchanging 
land for peace and solving the 
future. conflict justly through balanced 

On Wednesday Prince Hassan implementation of international 
delivered a lecture at the Royal legitimacy. 

War College in which he stressed On Tuesday Prince Hassan 
toe importance of political, eco- paid an inspection visit to some 
nomic and social justice in the villages and areas in the central 
new world order. badia region following the snow- 

Prince Hassan said the current storm which swept Jordan, 
decade has introduced basic Prince Hassan was reassured 
changes in international rela- on the conditions of citizens there 
tions. In his lecture entitled “Jor- and was briefed on their needs, 
dan’s Future Perspective of The prince issued directives to 
Security and Cooperation Con- the concerned authorities to pre- 
ference on the Middle East and vide the needed services for 
Chances for Peace After the Gulf them. 

War,” Prince Hassan said the Prince Hassan also visited the 
decade of the "90s has intro- road leading to Queen Alia inter- 
duced basic changes in interna- national airport and inspected the 
tional relations. ongoing work to re-open the road 

Stability in the Middle East in a for travellers. The Prince lauded 
framework of political, economic efforts exerted by the Armed 
and social justice constitutes one Forces, the Public Security and 
of the basis for a new world order Civil Defence departments and 
which should support the current all the institutions and depart- 
peace efforts aiming at reaching a merits whose teams helped in 
comprehensive and just settle- opening highways, repairing 
ment for the Arab-Israeli conflict roads damaged by avalanches, 
and the Palestinian problem, the fixing failures in electric and tele- 
Crown Prince said. phone cables and extending 

The Prince reaffirmed Jordan’s assistance to stranded citizens. 


Frost damages crops 

(Continued Grom page I) them. Dr. Abu-Gharbieh said. 


Romania’s shaky democracy 
faces election year test 


By Peter Humphrey 

Reuter 

BUCHAREST — Romania’s 
shaky democracy, often buffeted 
by political violence , faces 
another test when the country 
holds triple elections this year. 

The United States and other 
countries are watching Romania 
closely to see whether they 
should drop reservations about 
the country, where ex-commun- 
ists remain politically influential. 

The first hurdle is on Febniary 
9. when Romanians are due to 
elect mayors and district councils 
in their first democratic local 
polls in more than half a century. 

Local polling will be followed 
two or three months later by 
national parliamentary and pres- 
idential elections. 

Situated in Europe’s volatile 
Balkan region, Romania, with 23 
million people,, has gone to toe 
polls twice since the bloody re- 
volution in which President Nico- 
lae Ceausescu was executed in 
December 1989. 

Parhamentary and presidential 
elections were won by a landslide 
in • May 1990 by the National 
Salvation Front (NSF) which 
took power in toe revolution. The 
NSF was led by Ion Iliescu, a 
former senior communist associ- 
ated with Ceausescu. and a young 
polytechnic engineering profes- 
sor, Petre Roman- 

Mr. Roman became premier 
and began dismantling the com- 
munist command economy recre- 
ate a market system, but has since 


lost bis j6b. 

. Mr. Iliescu became head of 
state and has often appeared as a 
brake on progress towards foil 
democracy and the free market. 

In a December referendum, 
Romanians overwhelmingly en- 
dorsed a new constitution formal- 
ly establishing a multi-party pres- 
idential republic. 

-r Both of the balloting exercises, 
in which there were cases of 
double-voting, intimidation — 
and violence in 1990 — provoked 
cries of foul play from the opposi- 
tion. 

The International Republican a 
Institute, a Washington-based’ 
democracy watchdog body, sur- 
veyed the political scene this 
month and predicted the local 
polls would also be flawed. 

It died ambiguities in toe elec- 
toral law, restricted access to the 
media and funds for campaign- 
ing, the power of unelected in- 
cumbent mayors, impediments to 
free voting by students and sol- 
diers, and poor ballot box 
security. 

The institute said such issues 
raised “serious questions about 
whether the February 9 elections 
will be free and fair.” 

Romania needs a good interna- 
tional verdict on toe polls if it is to 
be admitted to such organisations 
as the Council of Europe and the 
European Community or to se- 
cure foreign, credits and Amer- 
ican trading privileges. 

“The local elections will be the 
foundation of general elections. 
People realise this, and political _ 


leaders are' doing as much as they 
can for their parties," Romanian 
commentator Octavian Andronic 
wrote in the daily Libertatea. 

Caretaker Prime Minister 
Theodor Stolojan says national 
elections must quickly follow loc- 
al polls in order to end a power 
struggle and install a government 
that can focus on solving an eco- 
nomic crisis that includes rising 
unemployment and triple-digit in- 
flation. 

Four main blocs dominate the 
political scene ahead of the three 
polls: “Mr. Roman’s NSF the 
Democratic Convention (DC) of 
major centrist parties toe Demo- 
cratic Left (DL) Union of Social- 
ist Parties and the Nationalist 
Ultra-Right. 

There are no recent public 
opinion polls to indicate what 
share of the votes toe main blocs 
or parties wiU get. 

The NSF has been split by a 
Roman-Iliescu feud since 
September, when Mr. Roman 
was forced from office by anti- 
reform riots which he blamed on 
leading ex-communist who still 
bold influential positions, such as 
Mr. Iliescu. 

Mr. Roman's faction can count 
on extra support from a radical 
Young Liberal Party which he 
briefly brought into a limited 
coalition cabinet shortly before 
his downfall. 

The DC groups the most im- 
portant historical parties which 
were banned under communist 
rale but resurfaced after toe fall 
of Ceausescu. These induoe the 


National Liberal Party (NLP), 
National Peasant Party (NPP) 
and Social Democrat Party 
(SDP). 

They are joined in the grouping 
by the Civic Alliance Party 
(CAP) which was created after 
the May 1990 polls cm the lines of 
□vie movements which toppled 
communist regimes in East Ger- 
many and Czechoslovakia the 
previous year. 

The DC also includes the 
Hungarian Democratic Union of 
Romania (HDUR). representing 
most of the 2.3 million ethnic 
Hungarians who make up some 
10 per cent of Romania's popula- 
tion. 

The DL links five left wing 
parties which tacitly support Mr. 
Iliescu against Mr. Roman and 
are sympathetic towards other, 
communists. 

One of these five, former com- 
munist premier Ilie Verdet's 
Socialist Labour Party (SLP), 
which claims to be the Commun- 
ist Party’s legal heir , was barred 
from entering its candidates in 
the local elections because it 
failed to register on time. 

The main members of the. 
nationalist ultra-right bloc are the 
anti-semitic and anti-ethnic 
Hungarian Romania Mare Party 
(RMP) and Romanian National 
Unity Party (RNUP). 

The Nationalists have engaged 
in fierce polemics with the 
HDUR, accusing it of plotting to 
join Romania’s Transylvania re- 
gion to neighbouring Hungary, 
which once ruled the area. 


tomato crop was completely 
destroyed by the Tomato Yel- 
low Leaf Curl Virus (TYLCV), 
which is carried by toe whhef- 
ly. The virus, which is trans- 
mitted from plant to plant as it 
is carried by the whitefly, 
which feeds on the tomato 
crops, causes mottling and 
curling of the leaves, resulting 
in toe plant becoming smaller 
in size and incapable of pro- 
ducing normal fruits, said Dr. 
Walid Abu-Gharbieh, dean at 
toe Faculty of Agriculture at 
the University of Jordan. 

The disease is minimised 
with the onset of cold tempera- 
tures as most of the fruits it has 
infected die and the whitefly 
population decreases, he said. 
But tiie continued presence of 
toe whitefly, especially during 
extended summers, allows toe 
disease to flourish again as the 
whitefly spreads it to other 
healthy tomatoes, infecting 


them. Dr. Abu-Gharbieh said. 

Mr. Khasawneh, while 
saying that toe frost and cold 
temperatures might minimise 
toe spread of TYLCV by the 
whitefly, did not think elimina- 
tion of toe whitefly was possi- 
ble. “We don’t talk about eli- 
mination,” he said. “But we 
expect that the severity of this 
pest will be reduced consider- 
ably this year because of 
weather conditions." 

Dr. Abu-Gharbieh, while 
agreeing with Mr. Khasaw- 
neh’s assessment that the frost 
would help toe tomato crops, 
said he nonetheless expected 
some damage to the crops. 

Mr. Khasawneh acknow- 
ledged that further damage to 
the tomato crops would be 
sustained as a result of toe 
whitefly. Despite the cold 
weather conditions, “this 
doesn't mean there will be a 
complete wipeout of the 
whitefly,” he said. “That isn’t 
scientifically possible.” 


Shin Bet kills Palestinian in custody 

(Continued from page 1) tody.” 
sessions, according to the Israeli . Mr . Knoblcr entered poUce to 

ESff.MSayS 

m - Mr. Akawi, bm also extended his 
^ +» ** ^ 

ch ants fr om a northern Jerusalem ^ Palestinian 

neighbourhood, was rounded up ^ ^ Aot 

ul a _ J f 1 ^ t s “‘ x S° f , so 1 c ™ dead a 12-year-old boy and 
shorten of the Poplar Front „ oundcd ^ other p a te/ rip jan. 

l i eratl ° n n- during a clash in Ein Beit A1 Maa 

c refugee cantpnearNah.ns the 

ing attacks on Jewish settlers in West Banlt. 

the occupied Arab lands. m 

His attorney. Leah Tzerael, A lpptMO 

said that when Mr. Akawi ** 

showed up at the Hebron military (Continued from page 1) 
court on Monday, “he could 

hardly relate, toe lack of sleep on the international community 
was obvious.” 10 refuse to deal with the new 

Ms. Tzemel said she did not see military-backed government, 
beating marks on Mr. Akawi Prime Minister Sid Ahmad 
because he was dressed warmly Gohzali, in a radio address Tues- 
against die cold. She also noted day night, said the front’s state- 
she was not allowed to speak to ment amounted to a plea for 
her dient. foreign interference in Algeria’s 

“We left him with toe judge, affairs, 
and he showed the judge his Reacting to a warning from 
beating marks." Ms. Tzemel said. Algeria's leader Mohammad 
In his ruling. Judge Muki Boudiaf that religion must not be 
Knobler wrote, according to toe hijacked for politics, toe FIS said: 
Hadashot daily: “There is suspi- “An Islamic state is toe people's 
don m my heart that there is demand (from) men and women, 
something to what he (Akawi) old and young, towns and vil- 
said. The investigative authorities lages. It is toe way towards stabil- 
must defend those in their cus- tty ... ” 
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German League resumes 
With unfamiliar look 


BONN (R) — Bayern Munich, 
champions seven times since 
1980, are unc h aract e ristically way 
out of the picture as the German 
. nrst division resumes this 
■ weekend after a two-month win- 
ter break. 

Germany's glamour dub, nev- 
er out of the top four in the past 
12 seasons, are 11th — nine 
points adrift of leaders Borussia 
Dortmund with 16 games to go — 
after an injury-plagued start. 

Bayern's crisis has let in teams 
who usually end up fighting for 
the crumbs of UEFA Cup places 
after the three times European 
Cup winners have polished off 
the feast. 

Two points separate Dort- 
mund, VFB Stuttgart, Eintracht 
Frankfurt and champions 
Kaiserslautern at the top as they 
get back into action with away 
matches. 

Dortmund are chasing their 
first championship since 1963 
with attacking football inspired 
by Swiss striker Stephane Cha- 
puisat, Danish forward Flemming 
Povlsen and veteran Michael 
Rununenigge in midfield. 

They have no injury problems 
for Saturday's local derby at 
bottom-placed Fomina Duessel- 
dorf. where Borussia are un- 
beaten since 1985 and have won 
their last five matches. 

Eintracht — the first German 
team to play in a European Cup 
final, losing 7-3 to Real Madrid in 
Glasgow in 1960 — are chasing 
their first championship since 
1959. 


They could be without dassy 
international midfielders Uwe 
Bein and Andy Moeller. Both are 
trying to shake off injuries for 
Friday's visit to lowly Bochum. 

Stuttgart, who upset Bayern's 
title monopoly in 1964, have big 
injury problems and are likely to 
play at Rostock without German 
internationals Matthias Sammer 
and Guido Bucbwald, midfielders 
Maurizio Gaudino and Andreas 
Bock, goalkeeper E3ce Immel 
and defender Guenther Schaefer. 

Kaiserslautern, who surprised 
everyone by winning the title last 
season with a squad of unknown 
players, visit Stuttgart Kickers 
without defenders Tom Dooley 
and Reinhard Stumpf. 

Bayern, pipped at the post by 
KaBerslaatern last season, started 
their dow nhill slide after losing 
2-1 at home in their second match 
to former east German cham- 
pions Hansa Rostock who bad 
only just joined the league. 

A stream of injuries deprived 
Bayern of their consistency and, 
despite strengthening the defence 
with Dutch international Hard- 


man Jan Woofers, tire rot set in. 

Their dismal performance was 
underlined by an unheard of five 
defeats in their own Olympic 
stadium, coach Jupp Heynckes 
was fired and replaced with for- 
mer. D anish player Soren Lerby, 
who had no coaching experience. 
Things did not improve and 
Bayern were bundled out of the 
European Cup by Danish side 
BK 1903 Copenhagen, 

Former international Franz 
Beckenbauer and Karl-Heinz 
Rummenigge were drafted in as 
advisers. Lerby’s job is said to be 
tenuous at best. 

For Saturday’s visit to Scfaalke, 
Bayern will have bade two Ger- 
man internationals, goalkeeper 
Raimond Aumann and midfiel- 
der Thomas Stnmz,. as well as 
Danish international striker 
Brian Laodrup and defender Ro- 
land Grahannner. 

But international midfielder 
Stefan Effenberg, who injured a 
thigh in a friendly last week, is 
doubtful and striker Bruno Lab- 
badia is out after having dental 
surgery. 


Soviet Olympic team arrives 


ALBERTVILLE. France (AP) — What once was the mighty Soviet 
Olympic team arrives this year at the Winter Games as a splintered 
entity, with three former Baltic republics and one unifed squad 
competing independently. Lthuania, Latvia and Estonia are entered 
as independent countries with their own flags and anthems. Five 
former Soviet republics — Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Kazakhstan 
and Uzbekistan — comprise the unified team, as they win be 
identified during the Winter Olympics. Those republics now form 
part of the Commonwealth of Independent States, or CHS. 


***** 



JABAL AMMAN 
THIRD CIRCLE 
POB:676 
TEU650859 


the american language center 

is pleased to announce Its Winter, 1992 session n 
February 17 - April 5 
General English Skills - Levels 1-6 
TOEFL Reparation ' Levels 5-6 
TOEFL Preparation of Advanced Students — Level 7 
Professional Communication — Level 7 
Advanced Conversation — Level 7 
Business English — Level 7 . 

Advanced Academic Study Skills — Level 8 
Technical Writing — Levels 6-7 
Each course is 80 contact hours, 

Please call 659-859 for times and fee structure. 
PLACEMENT EXAMS: 

New students should register for a placement exam. Exams are 
scheduled for: 

January 30, February 6, February 13, 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., 

4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 


JORDAN SOCCER ROUNDUP 


By Aka Baimayan 

SperisI to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN -- A1 Wihdat 
dashes with A1 Ramtha Friday 
in the final of the 1991 Jordan 
Cup — unless of course the 
match is again postponed. 

The cup final was originally 
set for Jan. 3, and tire 1991 
season should have been over 
much earlier, but matches have 
been continually postponed 
and rescheduled over and over 
again which has disrupted the 
competition, the training and 
the overall fitness of the teams. 

Ai Wihdat, missing their 
striker and league’s top scorer 
Jihad Abdul Mun'em, are not 
happy about Friday's match. 

“We wrote a complaint 
saying that we pre fer red to 
play our two remaining league 
matches before playing the cup 
final so as to get into the 
atmosphere of competition, 
but it seems the Jordan Soccer 
Federation (JSF) did not re- 
consider our complaint," Al 
Wihdafs head coach Moham- 
mad Mustafa told the Jordan 
Times. 

“My team is ready and we 
will do our utmost, but 1 doubt 
the players will be able to play 
as well as they would have 
wanted,” he said, adding: “We 
have not played a league match 
for over two months now. 


Connors 
advances 
at San 
Francisco 
tournament 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Eighth-seeded Jimmy Connors 
fought off hard-serving Bryan 
Shelton to win in three sets Tues- 
day and advance to the second 
round of the Volvo San Francisco 
Tennis Tournament. 

Connors, 39, beat Shelton, 
who -was fresh off a tournament 
victory in Texas, 7-6, 2-6, 6-3. 

Connors took tire first set in 
classic fashion. Hie squandered 
three set points and a 5-2 lead in 
the tiebreaker, then fought off a 
set point at 5-6. 

Connors got {mother set point 
at 7-6. And just when Shelton 
had him backed into a corner, 
Connors raced the length of the 
baseline to rip a forehand winner 
for the set. 

Shelton, however, recovered 
his poise and jumped to a 3-0 lead 
in the second set and parlayed it 
into a 6-2 rout. 

In the seventh game of the 
third, though, Connors broke 
through by dUnbing on a weak 
second serve. He added a final 
break in the ninth game by 
burying unreturaable shots at 
Shelton’s feet. 


Connors acknowledged help 
from a loud crowd. 

“The crowd is always a factor,” 
Connors said. “When they are 
yelling and screaming, I like it the 
most." 
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TYatnmg has become routine 
and boring without a match to 
follow it op with, so we just 
want the season to be over 
because it has taken an un- 
usually long time ... and it’s 
not over yet.” 

“We’ve bad regular training 
sessions. The weather condi- 
tions have added to our recent 
15-day rest but we started 
training again two weeks ago. 
The team missed practice 
yesterday and Tm doubtful we 
can train properly in the cur- 
rent weather conditions let 
ahme play a cup final on Fri- 
day, but that’s up to the JSF to 
decide,” Mustafa added. 

Al Ramtha meanwhile have 
been quite active and busy in 
the Asian Cup Winners Cup. 
Tins week, they also played Al 
Jeel in a postponed league 
match and Al AhU in tire Jor- 
dan Cup. 

Al AhM Monday lost tire 
chance to co mp et e for one of 
1991’s soccer tides when they 
lost 2-1 to Al Ramtha in the 
semifinal of the Jordan Cup. 

Another chance Al Ahli lost 
by their defeat was playing Al 
Wihdat in the Cup Winners 
Cup when tire 1992 season 
kicks off on March 20. (The 
winner of the premier league 
faces the Jordan Cup winner in 
the Cup Winners Cup, and the 
proceeds of tire match go to 
diarity). 

Al Ahh seemed to have sur- 
rendered to Al Ramtha after a 
goal by Salim Diyabat gave Al 
Ramtha an early lead in the 
sixth minute. 

Al Ramtha kept up their 
continued attacks as Rateb Al 
Daoud scored Al Ramtha’s 
second goal from a header in 
the 16th minute. 

Al Ahli’s Abdul Razzaq 


Kokash scored bis team’s only 
goal in the 21st minute, after 
which Al Ramtha concentrated 
on avoiding another Ahli goal 
to keep their lead although 
they could have scored more 
goals had it not been for the 
alertness of Al Ahli’s goal- 
keeper. 

With this win Al Ramtha 
reached the final of the Jordan 
Cup and will play Ai Wihdat 
Friday at Al Hussein Youth 
Gty stadium unless weather 
conditions force another post- 
ponement. 


Premier Leagne 


In one of the premier 
league’s postponed matches Al 
Ramtha beat Al Jeel 2-1 in a 
match that has been described 
as one of Al Ramtba’s worst 
performances yet. 

Al Ramtha played bottom of 
the league Al Jeel (who have 
been relegated to tire second 
(fivision) to a scoreless first 
half. 

Badran Al Shaqran, scored 
Al Ramtha’s first goal in the 
57th minute. Al Jeel, however, 
surprised Al Ramtha with their 
determination as they con- 
tinned to attack and sncceded 


m equalising in the 77th mi- 
nute. 

Hussein Al Shanaineh se- 
cured his team’s win with a 
goal in the 81st mute. 

With this win Al Ramtha are 
now tied with Al Faisafi with 
25 points in the overall stand- 
ings. But a considerable goal 
di ffe renc e might det e r mi ne the 
runner-up if they both win 
their remaining matches when 
Al Wihdat plays Al Ramtha on 
Feb. 10, and Al Faisali plays 
Al Wihdat on Feb. 14 to con- 
dude the 1991 soccer season. 
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Al Wihdat 14 

1 

1 

31 

5 

29 

Al FafaaH 12 

1 

4 

34 

14 

25 

Al Ramtha 12 

1 

4 

29 

13 

25 

Al AU 9 

5 

4 

28 

15 

23 

Al Honda 7 

4 

7 

26 

25 

18 

Al AraM 6 

5 

7 

26 

23 

17 

Al Qadbrieh7 

2 

9 

17 

29 

16 

Al Ka^nd 6 

1 

11 

17 

42 

13 

Al Jaahth 3 

3 

12 

13 

23 

9 

Al Jed — 

1 

17 

6 

53 
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HOROSCOPE 

- FORECAST FOR FRIDAY FEBRUARY 7, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: No 
exact aspects wont help surface 
indications of a lade of communica- 
tion between most persons but you 
would be wise to let events come to 
you rather than seek them out at 
present. 


ties but stick to doing those special 
pursuits that have proven to be 
reliable. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Avoid a problem between a friend 
and attachment early and you save 
the peace white later you are able 
to cleverly enjoy the things that 
you like the most. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
worldly and an association matter 
can cause some concern if you 
allow it to exist and make up your 
mind you’D gel along well with a 
stubborn person. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
communication from afar or a new- 
comer can throw off the routine 
you had planned if you don’t re- 
main steadfast while later plan 
coming projects. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Consider well what you 
can afford for pleasures on one 
band and amusements on the 
other, then go off and have a good 
time according to your decision. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Mat- 
ters at your home ami outside 
duties are at a stalemate so be sure 
to first do what your family desires 
before tadtiag other interests. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Don't try to make any changes 
in the way to perform your activi- 


UBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Some unusual pleasure appeals 
to you but you had better look to 
see if your pocketbook can afford 
this expense, then make property 
more attractive. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You are at odds with one of 
your family on some important 
matter but keep silent, wait for a 
better time to go into it; tonight 
have a good time. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You want to send 
out a private message that could 
cause a considerable amount of 
concern so refrain now but in the 
evening build a campaign for the 
future. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You are not apt to 
undemand the attitude of a good 
friend who gives you good advice 
you need, then later join a group of 
interesting acqaintances. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) What you want for yourself 
personally and what is good for 
you career-wise is very different so 
don't try to unite die two. schedule 
time for each. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) New ideas of all kinds beckon 
to you for more study but you fed 
you first have to finish seme dreary ' 
task, which is not necessarily so. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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Neither vulnerable. North deafer 
NORTH 
*53 
9 A 02 
6 EQ JO 63 
* A7 

WEST EAST 

*AQ7 * J 10 9 8 6 2 

9853 <70 

0 A 7 2 0 10 54 

* J 10 9 8 * K Q 4 

SOUTH 
*K4 

VKQJ1074 

08 

. *5532 
The bidding-. 

North Emit South West 

10 2* 39 3* 

4 9 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of * 

The weak jump overcall has be- 
come one of the most used and 
abused bids in the modem arsdiaL 


with a long suit; what strength the 
hand contains is supposed to be con- 
cantrated in the long suit However, 

when armed with such a weapon it is 

difficult not to deploy it, even if the 
craai nw fa in c cs are not propitious. 

With all the strength outside the 
long suit, East’s hand was ill-suited 
to a weak jump overcafl. West might 


IN LOVE. WITH ONE’S VOICE 

have chosen to bid four spades over 
South’s three hearts. However, the 
hand contained some defense and 
not too much offense because it was 
fiat, bo West opted for the conserva- 
tive course. 

East's action in the bidding, boo- 
maranged when West selected the 

aee of spades for the opening lfuftf 

East followed with the deuce. West 
shifted to the jack of dobs but the 
damage that had been done was ir- 
reparable. Declarer had no difficulty 
in losing no more than one trick in 
each side suit. 

Let's suppose that Bast had been 
able to suppress the urge to inter- 
vene and had passed. North-South 
would still have reached four famrfat, 
but West’s nature] lead would have 
been the jack of ehib*. Contact tech- 
nique is for declarer to duck in dum- 
my and for East to overtake and 
shift to the jade of spades. That nets 
the defenders three quick tricks in 
the black suits, and as long as West 
makes sure of rising with the aca on 
the first diamond lead. South s 
booked for a one-trick set 
There's a moral to this story. It's 
all vary well to come to the battle 
armed to the teeth with sophisticat-* 
ed weapons. Just sure you ' 
know when to activate them. 


FORECAST FOR THUR5DAY FEBRUARY 6. IW 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer Carroll tighter Foundalw 

attend to whatever uphftme 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Six 
positive aspects provide an un- 
usually special day and evening to 
get together with those you like 
personally, whether you are con- 
nected with them in a business, 
marital or romantic way. 

ARIES: (Match 21 to April 19) 
Find out what problems associates 
have during the day in an under- 
standing fashion and help them to 
solve them, then tonight be roman- 
tic with mate. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You need to proceed slowly and 
carefully in performance of what- 
ever activities face you during the 
day but tonight you can enjoy 
being out on the town. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You 
need to look out for disappoint- 
ments or trouble at pleasurable 
activities during the daytime but 
tonight you can make surroundings 
more perfect. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Your home can be a scene 
of some friction unless you skillful- 
ly sidestep it during the day but 
tonight go out to entertainments 
you like. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21} You 
are discontented or fed life is not 
giving you all you deserve today 
but cheer up for tonight you can 
have a most pleasant time at home. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Don't gt into any serious finan- 
cial committment during the day- 
time but in the evening you can 


tics appeal to yon 
LIBRA; (September 23 to October 
22) Think about whs: you can in 
trend your activities ittin chccrta! 
directions now and aviwd jjf J*- 
rord and tonight you can m,ikc 
inroads m solving money prob- 
lems. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You feel during the <Lv 
you want to burst out from under 
some restriction but don't fed fruv 
tated as tonight shows yuu how lf) 
handle all matters 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You find an ac- 
quaintance you though: would he 
helpful today is too busy with own 
affairs but tonight you can quickly 
settle own issues. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 rn 
January 20) Be as wise as the 
serpent and as harmless m the 
dove in the outside world to mam 
tain good standing and tonight jo 
after pleasures of a personal na- 
ture. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You have some new in- 
terests and activities that you want 
to gel off to auring the day but 
progress would be very slow, 
tonight seek worldly outlets. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You are upset over some 
accounts or other practical matter 
but let it work itself out during day 
and tonight approach everything 
from a new angle. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



‘It’s not reruns — it’s recycled 
television!* 


I TW SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| « .a by Henn Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
oris letter to each square, to form 
tour ortflnaiy words. 


BUCCI 


mmmm 

•■I 


jfb -I w fan someone had tau£hi 
, Vi; him table manners 

■SW0 * « ♦ 


MYTHE 





LAIDAI 

H 

J_L 




□ 




CXJI 



II !l 

WHAT YOU CAN'T 
DROP WITHOUT 
BREAKING IT. 


rstow arrange the circled letters to 
retftti m e surprise answer, as suo- 
98«ted by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here 


■ -nm 1 1 n 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: YODEL TYING PREFER LARYNX 

Answer. He used to work as a porter, and now he’s 

gone rto foreign trade 

AS AN “EX-PORTER" 


THE Daily Crossword by* 


- MiUer 


ACROSS 
1 SchtomtolHn 
SCuved 
10 Crack wise 

14 Bouquet 

15 "Gypsy Love" 
composer 

tfl Daky case item 
17 Burs lady 

r setting 
20 Lead vessel 

22 Connive 

24 Hockey score 

25 Birthright safer 

26 Sound 

29 Made a boUperic 


34 

36 Use a 
whetstone 

37 Suffix for pay 
3fl Reckless 
MGawtear's 

activity 

41 Taka — leave it 

42 Kind 

43 PtotOf OAS; 
abbr. 

44 Sonoran shawl 
46 Lack of balance 

49 Rationed 

50 Hawks' home 

51 Agepe 

53 Wolfhound 
56 Bureaucrats' 
amptoyere 
60SSS 

cla ssi fica ti on 
61 No-nos 

63 Claude Aldna 
lids 

64 Hoac&ner 

65 Chris of 
tennis 

66 MR" s quarry 
87 Computer 

routine 

68 Seasons 

69 Juttender 





5 Molokai 


6 

7 Gent 

8 Take food 

9 Russian, French 
and Kalian 

10 Moses' 
successor 

11 NobeSstWiesal 

12 Sliatm of coal 

13 Heavy reading 
21 CMmey buildup 
23 Showed up 

SS Bond's school 

26 Hate 

27 Soviet range 

28 Dark 


Yesterday's Paafe Snbarf- 


nnnS H2°™ l 

n'En ! 

nBQfj nnnnri 1 
niorj EORnn n 

rangonnnn ih" 

n nrannn noM 
Finnn 

raiinri nHK™ 01 
nnRS i 

nnran onnren > 


DOWN 

1 Predatory one 

2 Effigy 

3— Uaa 

4- StxaiMncad 


3! Demolish 
32 Wed on the nm 
33Chatenged 
35 Saudi 
neighbors 

40 Bigfoors Asian 
counterpart 

41 Unbreakable 


43 Arsenal . 

Stockpile 

45 kfyUfc site Iff!?™ 

SB?* 

SKS - 
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: $789m 
t profit 
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:>ir-NEW YORK (AP) — American 
5* Express Co. has' reported im- 
proved fourth-quarter and annual 
profits from a dismal 1990, but 
the results reflected recession- 
related problems at its card and 
travel services division. 

American Express in 1991 suf- 
fered large credit defaults, a big 
restructuring charge to pay for 
problems involving its optima 
credit card, defections by res- 
taurants and other customers, 
and a drop in its credit rating. 

The 142-year-old company 
brown for its green, platinum and 
gold charge cards reported total 
1991 profits of $789 million, or 
51.59 per share, up from $181 
million, or 34 cents per share. 
American Express’ 1990 results 
reflected a loss of nearly $1 bil- 
lion at its Shearson Lehman 
Brothers brokerage unit. 

Total 1991' revenues rose 5.9 
per cent to $25.8 billion from 
$24.3 billion. 

Parker Pen 
Company 
put up 
for sale 


CHICAGO (R) — Parker Pen 
Co., which has been mating writ- 
ing instruments for a century, has 
said its directors to put 

the company up for sale. 

“it was a board decision that 
the time was right,” Peter Bent- 
ley, president of North American 
operations for Parker Pen, told 
Reuters. 

In business since 1892, Parker 
Pen operates 19 subsidiaries 
throughout the world and em- 
ploys about 2^00 people. Its 
main manufacturing facilities are 
located in the United States, Bri- 
tain and France. 

The writing instrument group 
of Parker Pen was acquired- by 
British investors and managers in 
1986. Based in Newhaven, Eng- 
land, the privately held fismte 
North American headquarters^ 
are in Janesvflfo;'Wisooasiqr >, ?ri. 

Parker Pen has annual salesof * 
about $322 million and expects 
■ operating earnings of about $61 
i million for the financial year that 
. ends this month, Mr. Bentley 
said. 

Some observers say Parker Pen 
could fetch more than $500 mil- 
lion. 

Mr. Bentley said he “could see 
offers come from potentially any- 
where.” He declined to speculate 
on timing of a possible deal. 

British merchant bank Schrod- 
er Wagg has drawn up a 70-page 
! prospectus for buyers in Europe, 
the United States and the Far 
East. 


EC commissioner urges 
new world competition rules 


DAVOS, Switzerland (R) — 
New international rules to control 
subsidies, cartels and mergers 
should be drawn up under the 
GATT work) trade body, Euro- 
pean Community (EC) commis- 
sioner, Sir Leon Brittan, has said. 

He told tiie World Economic 
Forum, * an annual meeting of 
business leaders and politicians, 
that the GATT (General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade) 
should be extended to cover com- 
petition policy and its enforce- 
ment. 

“What we need is a coherent 
mud dear set of rules agreed 
internationally with a proper en- 
forcement system, to be accom- 
panied by national laws following 
the same objectives,” he said. 

The Geneva-based GATT is 


already invotved in trying to com- 
plete the long-running Uruguay 
Round talks to liberalise world 
trade. These have stalled over a 
row between the EC, the United 
States and other farm exporters 
over subsidies. 

GATT Director General 
Arthur Dunkel has set a mid- 
April deadline for reaching 
agreement. 

But Mr. Brittan, a former Brit- 
ish government minister, said his 
long-term aim was that competi- 
tion law should take some of the 
strain instead of relying solely on 
international trade law. 

This was the only way to pass 
on free trade benefits and give 
consumers a genuine choice 
among different suppliers. 

He said the GATT was origi- 


nally meant to extend to competi- 
tion policy but this aspect of its 
activities had never seen the light 
of day due to political circumst- 
ances in the late 1940s. Now was 
the time to give it this role. 

The GATT already has powers 
to rule on state subsidies to indus- 
try but he wants the enforcement 
system and dispute settlement 
procedures to be strengthened. 

Mr. Brittan said clear, defini- 
tions of cartels and restrictive 
practices needed to be drawn up. 
Such cartels would be outlawed in 
the national law of each GATT 
. signatory. 

He said the idea of a suprana- 
tional authority on mergers was 
utopian. Instead he called for 'a 
core of common rules on mergers 
to be enforced by member coun- 



Leon ’Brittan 


tries, with GATT providing a 
forum for settling disputes. 

Recent EC moves against 
monopolies in member nations 
had been highly sensitive and this 
sensitivity would increase if a' 
similar approach was made at the 
international level, he added. 


Saudi Aramco asks banks 
for two loans totalling $2. 4b 


KUWAIT (R) - Saadi Aramco is 
borrowing a total of S2T4- billion 
from foreign banks in two separate 
loans which are being arranged 
by U.S. firm Morgan Guaranty, 
Gulf-based bankers said Tues- 
day. 

Morgan Guaranty recently in- 
vited international banks to par- 
ticipate in a $1.5 billion general 
purpose loan for Aramco and a ■ 
$900 million credit for Aramco’s 
wholly-owned tanker subsidiary 
Vela International, the bankers 
said. 

The S1.5 billion loan — which 
will help finance Aramco’s ambi- 
tious expansion plans — is a 
four-year revolving credit facility 
carrying a split margin yield of 
40-45 Imhs points over the Lon- 
don Inter Bank Offered Rate 
(LIBOR). 

The 10-year loan for Vela, 
which will finance the prachase of 
several ultra-large crude carriers, 
is priced at 60-70 bass points over 


LIBOR, the bankers said. 

Tight secrecy has surrounded 
Aramco’s general purpose loan 
since It was first mooted last year. 
It is thought to have been post- 
poned because of Kuwait’s Jum- 
bo $5.5 billion loan signed with 
international banks last Decem- 
ber. 

Saudi officials have denied- the 
state-owned firm, which is the 
kingdom's main source of funds, 
needed to borrow to finance an 
expansion programme which will 
boost oil production capacity to 
10 million barrels, per day (b/d) 
from 8.5 million now. 

But bankers in the kingdom say 
the Saudi government, burdened 
with about $50 billion worth of 
Gulf war costs, may have drained' 
off most of Saudi Aramoc’s sur- 
plus funds. 

Saudi Arabia said last month it 
had spent $126 trillion in 1990 and 
1991 — almost double the ex- 
penditure initially projected — 


because of the Gulf crisis. 

Bankers said they did not be- 
lieve either loan was being 
‘Offered to Saudi banks although 
some Gulf-based had been in- 
vited to participate. 

Saudi Aramco’s general pur- 
pose loan was being treated as a 
corporate rather than 'Sovereign 
credit, which meant that it was 
100 per cent risk weighted, the 
bankers said. 

This means foreign banks have 
to set aside capital equal to eight 
per cent of their contribution to 
the loan in compliance with rales 
set by the Basle-based Bank for 
International Settlements (BIS). 

A $4.5 billion sovereign credit 
extended- by banks to the Saudi 
government last year carried a 
zero risk weighting. 

Bankers said they believed ini- 
tial response to the general pur- 
pose loan, which is expected to be 
concluded by the beginning of 
March, was positive. 


Premier says India moving 
towards making rupee convertible 


P4VO% .Switzerland — frH 4 
diais moving to wards m aking the . 
rupee fjaVt of its 

policy of deregulating the eco- 
nomy, Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
siniha Rao has said. 

“It's our intention to do away 
with the inconvenience attached 
to exchange control,” he told die 
World Economic Forum. 

A current scheme, under which 
an exporter can use up to 40 per 
cent of export revenues to pay for 
i mports, will be extended, he 
said. 

Mr. Rao told the annual meet- 
ing of business and political lead- 
ers in this Swiss ski resort that 
India was keen to attract foreign 
investment. 


The government wenktsio longer AGM'Hr ’said*' foreign' 11 investments 
detfnnhic which sectors would be joo’rwould not be -nattonafisedr 1 i 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.8040/50 

U.S. dollar 

1.1805/10 

Canadian dollar 

1.5883/93 

Detitscbemarfcs 

1.7875/85 

Dutch guilders 

1.4168/75 

Swiss francs 

32.69/73 

Belgian francs 

5.4100/50 

French francs 

1194/1195 

Italian lire 

125.80/90 

Japanese yen 

5.7725n5 

Swedish crowns 

6.2325/75 

Norwegian crowns 

6.1540/90 

Danish Crowns 

355.10/355.60 

U.S. dollars 


eligible or block projects which it 
did not believe were a priority for 
the country. 

But he said the government 
was particularly keen to attract 
investment in sectors which 
would benefit India’s entire 840 
millioo population, such as infras- 
tructure. 

Industries previously limited to 
the state sector would be opened 
to private and foreign invest- 
ment. 

“We do not produce everything 
that we need in the quantities that 
we need ... we would like to add 
to the capacity. That’s where 
privatisation and foreign invest- 
ment come in,” Mr. Rao said. 

Asked whether telecom- 
munications would be privatised, 
he said: “I think something on 
those lines is being planned.” 


We’re not going to do that.' 
We have enough nationalised in- 
dustries,” he said. 

The government would also 
continue to curb spending to cut 
its budget deficit and fight infla- 
tion. 

“We are slashing expenditure 
in a manner which sometimes 
displeases people ... all that the 
textbooks says needs to be done 
to bring down inflation ... is being 
done,” he said. 

India traditionally had close 
ties with the Soviet Union and 
hoped to have even better rela- 
tions with tiie new states, be said. 

He also foresaw the develop- 
ment of business ties with South 
Africa, now that country is aban- 
doning apartheid. 


Sudan 
announces 
further 
price rises 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan. 
Africa's biggest country, has in- 
creased petrol prices after float- 
ing its national currency and lift- 
ing subsidies on a range of com- 
modities. 

Finance and Economic Plan- 
ning Minister Abdul Rahigi 
Hamdi announced the price rises 
at a news conference. 

He said price of petrol would 
double from 25 pounds to 50 
pounds a litre. Diesel would rise 
from 15 to 40 "pounds a litre. 

The price of a loaf of bread, its 
weight halved, would rise from 50 
piastres to 1.25 pounds, he 
added. 

Sudan, bankrupted by civil war 
and natural disaster, floated the 
Sudanese pound Sunday in a 
sweeping package of economic 
reforms. It ended most import 
controls, increased pensions and 
the minimum wage and raised 
sugar prices. 

Mr. Hamdi, quoted on state 
radio Monday, said the govern- 
ment was spending 8.7 billion 
pounds on wheat flour and petrol 
subsidies. and that this. could not 
continue for nmch’fotfgtf. 

. CQmraercta] banks ,dqw set the 
rate tie " Sudanese pound to 
foreign currencies each day based 
on supply and demand. . — 

The banks bought dollars Tues- 
day at a rate of 88 pounds each. 
They sold at 91 pounds to the 
dollar. One dollar was worth 15 
pounds under the official rate 
abandoned two days ago. 

Mr. Hamdi said ready-made 
clothes, milk, meat, eggs, doors 
and windows, alcohol and certain 
drugs still needed import li- 
cences. 

The switch to a more liberal 
economic system may open the 
way for Sudan to restore its credit 
with the International Monetaiy 
Fund. IMF negotiators in January 
pressed Omar Hassan A1 Bashir's 
government to decontrol prices, 
devalue the pound and curt) gov- 
ernment spending. 


French unemployment inches up 


PARIS (R) — The number of 
people without work m France hit 
a record high in December 
though the monthly increase was 
just 1,300, official figures 
showed. 

The jobless total rose by just 
0.05 per cent to a seasonally 
adjusted 2,896,900 in December 
and the unemployment rate was 
unchanged at 9.8 per cent of the 
work force, the labour ministry 
said in a statement. 

The ministry, speaking of a 
“positive result”, noted a more 


people left the unemployment 
register in December and vacan- 
cies were almost 10 per cent 
higher than a year earlier. 

Unemployment is a politically 
charged subject that could be- 
come even more important ahead 
of regional elections scheduled in 
the spring and a general election 
next year. 

Prime Minister Edith Cresson, 
plagued by a persistently poor 
rating in opinion polls and deter- 
mined to avoid an unemployment 
rising to three million. 


announced a set of job creation 
measures last month. 

The measures will improve 
training schemes for young peo- 
ple and step up efforts to help the 
long-term unemployed. 

Guy Longue ville, an economist 
at Banque Nationale de Paris, 
also noted the improving trend, 
adding that the government's 
series of make- job measures 
could now be bearing fruit. 
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S. Korean 
trade 
deficit 
grows 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
South Korea ran a trade deficit of 
$1.92 billion in the first 20 days of 
the year on a customs clearance 
basis, up from $1.47 billion in the 
same period last year, officials 
have said. 

The trade-industry ministry 
officials said Korea's exports dur- 
ing the period increased 12.4 per 
cent from a year earlier to $2.37 
billion, but imports jumped 19.6 
per cent to $4.29 billion. 

The figures indicated further 
trouble faring the Korean eco- 
nomy this year, with slow exports 
and surging imports. South 
Korea, which lacks natural re- 
sources, relies heavily on exports 
for its economic development. 

Wages have almost doubled in 
the past four years, seriously 
undermining the competitiveness 
of Korean goods on foreign mar- 
kets. 


Kuwait tells banks either 
to merge or raise capital 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has said 
its banks must either merge or 
raise their capital to international 
required levels after the govern- 
ments dears them of about 520 
billion worth of bad debts. 

“Although the solution to the 
problem of difficult debts will 
ease burdens... this on its own 
will not be sufficient to achieve 
reform in the banking and finan- 
cial system,” central bank gov- 
ernor, Sheikh Salem Abdul Aziz 
Al Saud AI Sabah, said. 

“Merging appears to be neces- 
sary... the units that do not 
favour merging will only have the 
option of increasing their capital 
base to required levels in con- 
formity to international require- 
ments,” the Kuwaiti News Agen- 
cy quoted him as saying. 

Economists in the emirate said 
the step would force its eight 
commercial banks to merge be- 
cause most of them were under- 
capitalised prior to Iraq's Aug. 2, 
1990 invasion. 

Sheikh Salem did not say what 
capital adequacy requirements 
Kuwait would set for its banks. 

But economists believe Kuwait 
and its partners in the six-nation 


Gulf Cooperation Council are 
likely to adopt the eight per cent 
capital-to- assets ratio required by 
the Basle-based Bank for Inter- 
national Settlements (BIS). 

Since U.S. -led forces ended the 
Iraqi occupation last February, 
Kuwait has frequently said it will 
merge its banks into four bigger 
institutions to help them operate 
profitably. 

The scheme has been held up 
because of delays in im- 
plementing a controversial gov- 
ernment plan to buy their debts 
by issuing bonds with a maximum 
20-year maturity. 

The plan, approved by 
Kuwait's cabinet a month ago, 
has come under .fire from its 
partially elected National Council 
as well as independent econom- 
ists who say it will put too much 
pressure on the treasury. 

Critics also complain many of ■ 
the estimated 6,000 influential 
debtors have hidden assets 
abroad and would be forced to 
pay up if the banks took them to 
court. 

Some of the $20 billion worth 
of debts accumulated during the 


Iraqi occupation but at leasL a 
quarter of the total dates back to 
the collapse of Kuwait's unofficial 
secondary stock market in 1982. 

Sheikh Salem said the banks 
would be allowed to use “all 
means possible” to verify the 
accuracy of financial statements 
showing each debtor’s ability to 

pay- 

But he said no measures could 
be taken to seize 3ny debtor's 
assets until the 20-year reschedul- 
ing period had elapsed. 

Repayment schedules are to be 
decided individually, according to 
each debtor's ability to repay. 

Sheikh Salem did not say when 
the scheme would be im- 
plemented. The National Coun- 
cil's financial committee is re- 
viewing the plan and will submit 
its report in March. 

The government has a controll- 
ing stake in two of the eight banks 
— Burgan ar.d the Bank of 
Kuwait and the Middle East. 

The centra] bank wants to buy 
the debts before the banks submit 
their 1991 financial statements. 
The deadline is rhe end of June 
1992. 


Cairo wants to revive 


plans for Hong Kong-style 
industrial zone in Egypt 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt will ask 
Japan to revive plans for a Hong 
Kong-style industrial zone north 
of the Gulf of Suez, a senior 
government official has said. 

The zone, first mooted in 1985. 
would transform Middle East 
economies and create jobs for 
Egypt's unemployed youth, the 
chairman of the government in- 
vestment agency, Mohieddin El 
Gharib, told repbrters. 

“I will tell the Japanese that 
Egypt is willing to set up a free 
industrial rone like Hong Kong, 
north of the Gulf of Suez,” he 
added before leaving for Tokyo. 


Mr. Gharib will take part in a 
five-day conference of top 
Japanese businessmen and minis- 
ters from five Arab states, Iran 
and Turkey. Some 200 chairman 
of top Japanese companies are 
expected to join the talks. 

“The Japanese side had 
shown interest in 1985 in such a 
rone to replace Hong Hong when 
there were feare about the (Brit- 
ish colony’s) future,” he said. 
“They prepared a study and then 
the plan was shelved.” 

Britain has agreed to return 
Hong Kong to Chinese sovereign- 
ty by 1997. 


Mr. Gharib said Egypt would 
provide all facilities needed for 
the multi-billion-dollar scheme, 
adding it would take up to 15 
years to complete. “This rone 
would help transform the eco- 
nomy of the Middle East ... serve 
the Egyptian economy and jobs.” 

Mr. Gharib said he would also 
ask Japan to pump more money 
into the Egyptian tourist and 
fishing industries and would in- 
vite Japanese businessmen for a 
conference in Cairo next Septem- 
ber to discuss investment oppor- 
tunities. 


Figures show slow growth 
in west Germany last year 


FRANKFURT (R) — West Ger- 
man economic growth slowed 
sharply in 1991 as the global 
downturn and tax rises robbed 
the economy of the dynamism it 
gained from German unification, 
official figures have showed. 

But officials rejected sugges- 
tions Europe's biggest economy 
was entering a recession despite a 
contraction in the second and 
third quarters of 1991 and prob- 
able stagnation in the fourth. 

The Federal Statistics Office 
said west German gross national 
product (GNP) grew a provision- 
al 3.2 per cent in real terms last 
year, after 4.5 per cent expansion 
in 1990. 

“I do not consider the word 
recession appropriate at the mo- 
ment,” Wolfgang Strobm, chief 
economist of the Federal Statis- 
tics Office, told a news confer- 
ence. 

Growth was slowing down, Mr. 
Strohm said, but added: “Reces- 
sion — no way.” 

Statistics Office President 
Egon H odder said the 1990 uni- 
fication of the two Germany had 
continued to dominate economic 
developments in Germany last 
year. 

West German industry had car- 
ried on pumping goods into east 
Germany. The flow of goods and 
services worth 207 billion marks 
($127 billion) from west to east 


Germany last year had exceeded 
the total value of east German 
GNP, Mr. Hoelder noted. 

Mr. Hoelder said deliveries to 
eastern Germany, twinned with 
high domestic investment levels, 
had more than compensated for 
weakness in foreign demand in 
the first six months of 1991. 

But growth lost momentum in 
the second half, he said. 

“There was no longer any com- 
pensation for the lad: of expan- 
sionary momentum from foreign 
demand. Economic dynamism 
levelled off markedly as the year 
wore cm,” Mr. Hoelder said. 

Growth in private consumption 
in west Germany virtually halved 
to only 2.4 per cent after 4.7 per 
cent expansion in 1990, the Statis- 
tics Office said. 

Mr. Hoelder said an income 
tax surcharge to help pay for 
unification bad weakened private 
demand and price rises from the 
middle of 1991 had also slowed 
down growth. 

In addition to the income tax 
surcharge, which is due to ran for 
one year, the Bonn government 
also sharply increased duty on 
petrol in July last year. 

Last year's real west German 
growth of 3.2 per cent was the 
lowest since 1987, when the eco- 
nomy expanded by 1.5 per cent. 

But the rate of growth is likely 
to have been second only to 
Japan within the Group of Seven 


(G-7) industrialised nations. 

The economies of the United 
States, Britain and Canada all 
shrank in 1991 and growth in 
France and Italy was probably 
below two per cent. 

Nevertheless, economists have 
been winding back predictions for 
west German growth in 1992, 
partly after the sharp rise in 
Bundesbank interest rates in De- 
cember but also because of the 
only gradual pace of economic 
recovery in the United States. 

Most forecasts are looking for 
1992 growth of only 1.5 to two 
per cent. 

The Statistics Office had only 
scant information about the state 
of the economy in the last quarter 
of last year. However, Mr. 
Strohm said: “The west German 
economy probably did not grow 
in the fourth quarter from the 
third quarter.” The economy 
contracted by half a percentage 
point in both the second and third 
quarters but showed robust year- 
on-year growth. 

A total of 804,000 new jobs 
were created in west Germany in 
1991, due largely to the effects of 
unification, the Statistics Office 
said. The workforce rose 2.8 per 
cent to more than 29.2 million. 
The number of registered unem- 
ployed in west Germany fell by 
194,000, or 10.3 per cent, in 1991 
for a jobless rate of 5.5 per cent. 


Study says U.S. exports 
are being underestimated 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States ondercounts its ex- 
ports and they may be more 
competitive globally than U.S. 
Commerce Department trade fi- 
gures show, according to a study. 

The study by the National Re- 
search Council, part of the 
National Academy of Sciences, 
found that the official U.S. trade 
deficit for 1987 was $148 billion, 
but their research estimated the 
actual shortfall was only $64 bil- 
lion. 

Robert Baldwin, the study 
panel chairman, explained that 
1987 data was used became it was 
the latest available when tiie 
council began the research in 
1989. 

A University of Wisconsin eco- 
nomics professor. Dr. Baldwin 
said the official 1991 deficit was 


likely to be about $65 billion, but 
would not estimate what he 
thought the actual shortfall might 
be. 

“We think the official tally of 
exports is too low,” Dr. Baldwin 
said. During the 1980s exports to 
Japan, Germany and Britain 
were underreported by about 
seven per cent and were $10-520 
billion greater than figures 
showed. 

Exports were undercalculated 
because the federal government 
was more diligent in calculating 
imports to insure tariffs were paid. 
Goods leaving the country re- 
ceived less scrutiny, in part, to 
avoid obstacles for exporters. 

Also exporters shave numbers 
to defray freight costs and foreign 
duties, Dr. Baldwin said. 

Comparing exports with im- 


ports was not an accurate enough 
way to measure trade balances, 
the figures used for many nation- 
al and private company economic 
decisions, Dr. Baldwin said. 

Exports are seen creating jobs 
and imports costing them, he 
said. However, jobs also can be 
created by foreigners buying 
more and producing more in the 
United States and, similarly, in- 
creased U.S. overseas production 
may mean fewer American jobs. 

The study urged Washington to 
develop a method to measure 
U.S. global performance that fol- 
lows transactions by the national- 
ly of a firm’s majority owners, not 
by the nation in which the firm is 
located. 

It also ur^ed government ex- 
port reporting procedures be 
tightened. 








Russian defence adviser says 
military officers are alarmed 


MOSCOW (R) — A top defence 
adviser to Russian President 
Yeltsin said Wednesday 
toibtary officers were at the limits 
of their patience over living con- 
ditions and he feared events in 
the army could spin out of control. 

A survey published in Nwavisi- 
tnaya Gazeta newspaper under- 
lined his fears. It showed an 
overwhelming majority of offic- 
ers wanted the Soviet Union res- 
tored and believed Russia could 
soon become embroiled in armed 
conflict. 

Hie adviser. General Konstan- 
tin Kobets, said in an article in 
the same newspaper that money 
must be invested quickly to build 
bouses and improve conditions. 
All former Soviet republics must 
share the burden. 

“The alarm felt by officers over 
their future has reached its 
limits," he said. “If things are 
allowed to go further, uncontroll- 
able processes could begin, espe- 
cially in army units deployed in 
regions of crisis." 

Gen. Kobets did not explain 
what be meant by uncontrollable 
processes, but the problems of 
army units have been well 
documented, especially at a re- 
cent Kremlin meeting of officers. 

A survey carried out among the 
officers suggested, many believed 
they should have a say in political 
decisions. 

Almost 80 per cent said final 
decisions over the future of the 
forces should ultimately be in the 
bands of the army itself rather 
than politicians. 

Problems are increasing rapidly 
in barracks throughout the for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

Desertion has risen steeply, as 
soldiers leave their units to return 


to republics such as Ukraine now 
setting up their own armies. 

Officers live in makeshift homes 
after returning from Eastern 
Europe, pay and provisions have 
dwindled and the prestige the 
forces once enjoyed has all but 

disap peared. 

In several former Soviet repub- 
lics they are treated as an occupy- 
ing force. In Georgia, troops 
have frequently been involved in 
gunfights with nationalists. 

The survey showed 71 pet cent 
of officers questioned at the 
Kremlin conference wanted to 
restore the Soviet Union with its 
old frontiers. 

“None of them could seriously 
suppose that this problem could 
be solved by peaceful means,” 
the newspaper said in its com- 
mentary. 

The survey also showed 57 per 
cent of officers believed armed 
conflict was possible in the near 
future between Russia and other 
republics of the 11-nation Com- 
monwealth of Independent States 
which replaced the Soviet Union 
in December. 

Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk, whose claims to take 
over the Black Sea Fleet have 
angered both Russia and the Cen- 
tral Military Command, was 
voted the most disliked leader by 
the officer, scoring 46 points. 

Second came former Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbahcev 
with 45 and third, militant 
nationalist Vladimir Zhirinovsky 
with 33. 

The leaders of the Common- 
wealth are expected to take deri- 
sions on the future of the armed 
forces at a summit in Minsk on 
Feb. 14. 


The Officers' Coordinating 
-Council, set up at the Kremlin 
conference, appealed Wednesday 
to Commonwealth leaders at the 
summit to heed their proposals 
for change. 

Yeltsin starts French visit 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin flew to Paris Wendesday for 
an official visit to France to dis- 
cuss nuclear weapons in the post- 
Soviet era and forge new links 
with a key partner in the West. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
said Yeltsin would meet French 
President Francois Mitterrand, 
members of government and par- 
liament and business representa- 
tives. 

Mr. Yeltsin last week visited 
London, the United Nations and 
Washington. He is guaranteed a 
lavish welcome during a 48-boor 
stay in France, where officials 
hope to make amends for 
peremptory treatment given him 
during a 1991 visit. 

During that trip, he was treated 
gingerly fay French politicians ea- 
ger not to upset then -Soviet Pres- 
ident Mikhail Gorbachev, long 
Mr. Yeltsin's rival in a protracted 
battle to determine reform poli- 
cy. 

Meanwhile a senior weapons 
designer raid Tuesday Russia, left 
without cash to maintain or dis- 
mantle the vast Soviet arsenal, 
could face a future of nuclear 
explosions and other accidents- 

“It is becoming perfectly dear 
that in the very near future we 
can expect hundreds of big and 
small Chernobyts," said Boris 
Gorbachev, bead of a Soviet Nuc- 
lear Warhead Design Centre for 
the last quarter-century. 


He was referring to the world’s 
worst nuclear accident more than 
five years ago at the Soviet Cher- 
nobyl power plant, in Ukraine. 
An explosion at.the plant's fourth 
reactor in May 1986 sent a vast 
radioactive could across Europe. 

Thrity-one people were killed 
in the immediate aftermath, but 
some environmental groups put 
the overall death toll from radia- 
tion in the thousands. 

“The position our nuclear 
arsenal is in now is quite catas- 
trophic," Mr. Gorbachev told 
Komsomolsakaya Pravda daily. 

He said the chances of human 
error were also dangerously on 
the rise. 

“Whereas before we were able 
to keep our arsenals at a relative- 
ly safe level for the country and 
the people, today this has become 
almost impossible." 

Mr. Gorbachev blamed cuts in 
military spending since the end of 
the cold war as leaders in the 
former Soviet Union try to con- 
vert arms production factories to 
peaceful, commercial use. 

“Bat nuclear plants are not 
factories for making military air- 
craft, which in theory can be 
tamed into vacuum cleaners,” he 
said. “All they can make is 
weapons.” 

“So we need to destroy every- 
thing that was created over the 
decades and only then, when 
there is nothing left, can be start 
producing children’s toys,” be 
added. 

But Mr. Gorbachev said, a 
brain drain of nuclear specialists 
from die stricken industry meant 
it would soon become impossible 
to dismantle warheads in army 
navy bases. 



Venezuela leaders seek 
reconciliation after coup 
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U.BC opposition Beatfer admits affair 

LONDON (R) — The leader of Britain's minority Libera] 
Democrats, Paddy Ashdown, admitted Wednesday be had an 
extramarital affair five years ago, but said he would continue his 
political work. Speaking at a news conference, Mr. Ashdown was 
responding to a welter of rumours about his private life following 
an attempt by someone to sell a stolen document containing 
information about his personal life to a Sunday newspaper. Mr. 
Ashdown, 50, said the document “contains information supplied 
in confidence to my solicitors about a brief relationship which I 
had five years ago, before die 1987 general election and well 
before I became leader of my party (in 1988).” Mr. Ashdown said 
he would have nothing further to say about the affair and added: 
“I now intend to get back to work.” Although the Liberal 
Democrats have no chance of winning the general election, 
expected in April or May, opinion polls have suggested his party, 
which is ardently pro-Enropean and favours reform of Britain's 
electoral system, could bold the balance of power in an indecisive 
result. Mr. Ashdown, a former soldier and diplomat, who has 
been married for 30 years, has fostered a reputation for political 
cleanliness and sought to stand above the rough and tumble of 
election campaigning. 

Rescued N©pa? hiker has first meal 

KATMANDU ( AP) — An Australian hiker who survived 43 days 
trapped in a Himalayan valley without food had his first solid 
breakfast since his rescue, doctors said Wednesday. James Scott, 
of Brisbane, had “fluids and soft food” after a comfortable night, 
according to a statement from Patan Hospital. It didn’t specify 
wha! be had for breakfast Scott's intravenous saline drips were 
removed Wednesday morning and he had developed no new 
complications, said the statement, adding that be “continues to 
improve." Doctors found no evidence of frostbite but said he had 
suffered vitamin deficiency. Scott, 23, was rescued Monday from 
under an overhanging rock in a snow-covered valley by a 
professional mountain guide. Carl Harrison, who was leading a 
helicopter-borne search party. Harrison said Scott survived- by 
eating snow. 

Tyson trial postponed after hotel fire 

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Mike Tyson’s rape trial was postponed 
Wednesday morning after a fire struck the hotel where the jury 
was sequestered. No jurors were hurt, but three other people 
were killed and 10 injured, authorities said. Prosecutor Jeffrey 
Modisett said the trial might resume in the afternoon. He said 
jurors had to flee the Indianapolis Athletic Club in their 
nightclothes. On Tuesday, the judge in the case threw out the 
least serious charge after the prosecution rested. The defence 
opened its case, suggesting the boxer’s accuser concocted the 
story so she could sue him later. Judge Patricia J. Gifford 
dismissed the charge of confinement Tuesday at the request of the 
defence- The defence in a criminal case can ask a judge to throw 
out a charge if the prosecution, during its turn, fails to produce 
enough evidence. Tyson, 25, is still charged with rape and 
criminal deviate conduct and could get up to 60 years in prison, 
instead of 63. 


ISLAMABAD (R) — A government-backed general strike shut 
down much of Pakistan Wednesday in protest at what Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif called India's use of “oppression and 
suppression" in Kashmir. The Karachi Stock Market and most 
shops and businesses stayed closed after the government ordered 
a national holiday to coincide with The strike rail by its allies in the 
right-wing Jamaat-I-Islami religious party. In the Indian-ruled 
Kashmir Valley, the army was put on alert and extra security 
forces deployed after Muslim militants called a parallel strike that 
was widely observed. Mr. Sharif, in a message on the eve of the 
strike, said the people of Kashmir were fighting a just cause. 
Radio Pakistan reported. Calling for international pressure on 
India, be said Delhi's intransigence and gross violations of human 
rights bad forced the people of Kashmir openly to defy the Ibices 
of oppression and suppression. Jamaat. closely linked to some 
Muslim militant groups fighting India’s hold over the two-thirds of 
the mountain region, organised “crush India” rallies in the mam 
dries of Pakistan, which rules the rest of Kashmir. In the capital 
Islamabad, riot police were deployed throughout the diplomatic 
enclave to prevent protesters getting near the Indian High 
Commission. 

Burmese dissidents criticise Jackson tour 

BANGKOK (R‘ — Burmese dissidents driven into the jungle by 
their country’s generals say pop superstar Michael Jackson should 
begin his “heal the world” tour by getting his Peprico sponsors to 
stop supporting the junta- “Pepsi-Cola investing in Burma is 
directly supporting the military regime and indirectly supporting 


more and more oppression, arrest, torture and tiffing of the' 
Burmese people,” said Mating Manug Aye, trade minister in die 
opposition's jungle-based National Coalition Government of the 
Union of Burma. “If Pepsi-Cola really intend to help world peace 
and health for the children why are they still investing in Burma?” 
Jackson, whose multimfllion-selling alb ums indude Thriller, Bad 
and Dangerous, announced in New York Monday he was 
embarking on an 18-month world tour to raise money for his Heal 
The World Foundation. The tour is aimed at spreading a 
“message of global love,” with a share of the proceeds going to 
children's, environmental and other charities. 

FDA to release implant safety documents 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. Food and Drag Administra- 
tion (FDA) said Monday it will release documents raising 
questions about wfaebter Dow Coming Corp. knew of safety 
problems with silicone gel implants before marketing the product. 
In a court pleading filed on its behalf by the Justice Department, 
the FDA accused Dow Coming of foot-dragging on its promise to 
release the 74 internal documents. “The public’s health and safety 
interests should not be made to wait until it is convenient for Dow 
Corning to release these documents,” the FDA's pleading said. 
The agency said it planned to release the 74 documents, many of 
which have already been the subject of news stories, Friday. 
While Dow Coming said last week that it would release the 
documents after Feb. 10, the FDA’s pleading said that the 
company had reneged on an earlier public commitment to release 
the material by Jan. 27. “In light of Dow Coming’s past actions, 
we cannot be certain that it will adhere to this new commitment,” 
the FDA said in the pleading filed m the case of a woman who 
won a $7 .5 million judgment for health problems associated with 
the breast implants. 

Sihanouk to probe truce violations 

PHNOM PENH (R) — Cambodian bead of state Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk will visit the central province of Kompong 
Thom Thursday to investigate serious ceasefire violations there, a 
palace official said. Mortar and artillery attacks last month on 
government controlled villages in the province killed at least 13 
people and wounded many others, the International Committee 
of the Red Cross said. It said more than 10,000 people, mostly 
poor peasant fanners, were forced to flee the fighting. The 
government and the extremist Khmer Rouge guerrillas have 
Warned each other for violating the ceasefire. The Vietnam- 
backed government and the three guerrilla groups which battled it 
for almost 13 years signed a United Nations-backed peace accord 
in Paris last October. The palace official said Prince Sihanouk 
would travel to the town of Stoung in Kompong Thom and ask 
people there who was responsible. He will be accompanied by 
Prime Minister Hun Sen and Vice Premier Kong Sam Ol. 

Pickering to be sent to India 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Bush plans to name Thomas 
Pickering as U.S. ambassador to India and career diplomat 
Edward Perkins to succeed Mr. Pickering as top envoy at the 
United Nations, U.S. officials said Monday. The switch would 
involve two of America's most senior career diplomats and two of 
the country's most imporant and challenging ambassadorships. 
Before his U.N. stint, Mr. Pickering, 60, bad been ambassador to 
four countries in three countries — Israel, Jordan, Nigeria and El 
Salvador. He speaks French, Spanish, Swahili, Arabic and 
Hebrew. Mr. Perkins, 63, former ambassador to South Africa, 
currently serves as director general of the State Department's 
foreign service. If confirmed by the Senate to the U.N. post, be 
would be among a handful of blacks who bold high profile 
positions in Mr. Bush's administration. 

India got heavy water from Romania’ 

OSLO (R) — Norway has said that India illegally received a 
shipment of Norwegian heavy water, which can be used for. 
making atomic bombs, from the government of former Romanian 
dictator Nkolae Ceaucescu nearly $n years ago. “The heavy 
water Norway sold to Romania was sent cm to India,” senior 
public prosecutor Anstein Gjengedal said after talks with Roma- 
nian officials in Bucharest. The Foreign Ministry said Norway’s 
embassy in New Delhi had asked the Indian government if it had 
any information on the rerouting of the 12.5 .tonnes of heavy 
water, which was sold to Romania in 1986 for peaceful use in a 
planned power plant. India has previously denied Norwegian 
suspicions that it received an earlier consignment of 15 tonnes of 
Norwegian heavy water — deuterium oxide — which was illegally 
diverted via Swizteriand in 1983. Mr. Gjengedal said he and a 
Norwegian police officer visited Romania last month to track 
down me 1986 consignment, sold to a chemicals company with 
dose ties to Mr. Ceancesca, the Romanian Communist dictator 
toppled in 1989. 


Queen Etizabeth 

Queen 
Elizabeth 
to mark 
40 years on 
the throne 

LONDON (R) — Queen Eli- 
zabeth marks four decades on the 
British throne Thursday in the 
manner people might expect of 
their sovereign — with an ordin- 
ary working day in the service of 
her country. 

No fanfares or orchestrated 
flag-waving are planned for this 
quiet milestone, as befitsa coun- 
try suffering under severe econo- 
mic recession and showing nig- 
gling doubts about the monarchy 
it has had for more than 1,00C 
years. 

Forty years to the day since she 
became sovereign on the death of 
ber father George VI, Qfceen 
Elizabeth, 65, will pay a morale- 
boosting visit to carers at .a home 
for cancer sufferers near her San- 
dringham country estate. It will 
be a poignant visit, as ber father 
died from hmg cancer, but an 
official engagement like so many 
that have earned the queen re- 
spect as a conscientious worker. 
But ber schedule strikes a sac- 
note perhaps for a monarchy 
some say is starting to show 
symptoms of strain and okl age. 

These are troubled times for 
the House of Windsor, the de- 
scendants of dynasty that has 
become the embodiment of Brit- 
ish pomp. 

When Princess Elizabeth be- 
came queen in 1952 at the age of 
25, monarchists predicted a glo- 
rious Elizabethan era to rival the 
golden age of her 16th century 
ancestor, Elizabeth I. 

But where once a royal 
anniversary might have brought 
unalloyed praise of the sovereign 
and exhortations to an even lon- 
ger reign, this low-key event has 
seen a flood of critical analysis 
mixed in with the gushing souve- 
nir pullouts. 

The reaction reflects Britain's 
strangely sebize phrenic rela- 
tionship with the royal family, 
which stands as a reminder of an 
age of privilege at a time when 
politicians are proclaiming a new 
“classless" society. 

The run-up to the anniversary 
has been marred by media attacks 
of almost unprecedented viru- 
lenceon lower-ranking royals and 
a press campaign to make the 
queen pay tax on her substantial 
income. 

Over Christmas, a television 
soap opera series made fun of the 
royal family by taking footage of 
tire queen at work and adding a 
spoof sound track that had her 
renouncing her throne. 

Just another bit of fun at the 
royals’ expense, the programme 
makers said, but British 
monarchists were angry. Palace 
aides say the queen has no inten- 
tion of standing down. 

The slide into soap opera is the 
inevitable outcome of a reign 
which has seen an expansion of 
the royal family to include 
“minor royals recruited by mar- 
riage,” tire Independent news- 
paper said recently in a reference 
to tire media’s royal pet hate, the 
Duchess of York, wife of Prince 
Andrew. 


CARACAS (R) — The Vene- 
zuelan government has taken 
conciliatory steps to heal wounds 
after a military coup attempt kil- 
led 19 people and shook the 
country’s reputation as one of 
Latin America's most stable 
democracies. 

The government said more 
than 1,0001 soldiers had been de- 
tained after loyal army units 
crushed the military uprising in 
which President Cart os Andres 
Perez said he narrowly escaped 
assassination. 

Nineteen solcfiers were killed 
and 51 others wounded in fierce 
dashes in the capital Caracas and 
four other cities Tuesday. 

But Defence Minister General 
Fernando Ochoa An rich quickly 
indicated that the government 
would not launch a witch bunt 
nor restructure the armed forces. 

“This is not a moment for 
pointing fingers and rancour. It’s 
an opportunity to mark a course 
which enables Venezuela to trace 
a new road to the future,” Gen 
Ochoa tokl a news conference. 

He called on members of the 
armed forces to work to over- 
come the effects of the attempted 
coup and said many of tire sol- 
cfieis detained for taking part in 


the uprising had been tricked. 

The coup attempt in oil-rich 
Venezuela started shortly after 
midnight Monday and sent shock 
waves through Latin America 
which has been consolidating 
democracy and shunning military 

role. 

Latin American presidents 
rushed to condemn the coup and 
voice support for Mr. Perez. 

Venezuela left military rule be- 
hind m 1958 and has since been 
one of Latin America’s most 
stable democracies, though it is in 
the throes of an economic slump. 

Rebel troops seized the Miraf- 
lores government palace and, the 
La Casooa Presidential residence 
for several hours early Tuesday, 
forcing Mr. Perez to flee. 

Snipers fired at pro- 
government soldiers outside the 
palace in Caracas and there were 
exchanges of gunfire in the cen- 
tral dty of Valencia. 

As forces loyal to the govern- 
ment regained control, the 
cabinet passed a decree suspend- 
ing citizens’ constitutional rights 
for a “brief” period in an appa- 
rent bid to crush what was left of 
the insurgency and possible civil 
unrest. 



2 more guards convicted 
of Berlin Wall killing 

BERLIN (R) — Two former east the right to emigrate. 

German border guards were con- The Berlin Wall fell in Novem- 

victed Wednesday of killing a ber 1989. 
defector in a hail of gunfire at the Controversy shadowed the 

Berlin Wall in 1984 and were trials because they seemed to 
given suspended sentences. target conscripts instead of Com- 
It was the second trial against munist Party bosses responsible 
ex-border sharpshooters in two for border policy. Trials against 
weeks to end in manslaughter them have been delayed inde- 
venlicts. In the earlier trial, a finitely by their poor health and 
former wall guard was handed a legal complications, 
three-and-a-half year ja3 term The Berlin superior court 
and a comrade a suspended seat- Wednesday convicted former 
ence for a shooting in 1989. guards Uwe Waltfacr, 27, and 
Both cases dealt with the most UweHapke,31, of gunnmgdown 
traumatic dimension of Ger- 20-year-old Michael Schmidt on 
many’s 45-year division, slayings Dec. 2, 1984 as he sought to 
of people seeking to flee from scramble over the wall to West 
east to west after being denied Berlin. 

Japan opposition boycotts 
debate over scandals 


TOKYO (AP) — Parliamentary 
debate stalled Wednesday after 
the governing party rejected 
opposition demands that a former 
prime minister and 17 other 
politicians and business leaders 
testify on recent bribery scandals. 

Meanwhile, Funio Abe, a 
dose associate of Prime Minister 
Kikhi Miyazawa charged with 
accepting 80 million yen 
($640,000) in bribes, was released 
on bail after 23 days in detention. 

The parliamentary boycott is 
another blow for Mr. Miyazawa’s 
administr ation 

At a meeting with opposition 
party members, the gover ni ng 
Liberal Democrats (LDP) re- 
jected opposition demands that 
Mr. Abe, former Prime Minister 
Zenko Suzuki and others be sum-, 
mooed to testify on the growing 
scandals. 

Mr. Suzuki told prosecutors 
that he received 10 million yen 
($79,000) from Kyowa, a steel frame 
maker, but immediately returned 
the money, the nationally circu- 
lated Maimchi Stnmbuo reported 
Wednesday. Prosecutors refused 
to comment on the report. 

Opposition parties said they 
would continue to boycott par- 
liament's lower boose Budget 
Committee, which is debating 
next year’s budget, unless the 
governing party agrees to the 
testimony. 

They demanded that Mr. 
Miyazawa’s former and current 
secretaries testify on Mr. Miyaza- 
wa’s ties to the so-called recruit 
influence-buying scandal, which 
surfaced in 1988. 

Miyazawa was forced to resign 
as finance minister because of his 
conflicting accounts of bis in- 
volvement in that scandal. 


Mr. Abe was charged with 
bribery last week for allegedly 
providing Information when he 
was a cabinet minister about gov- 
ernment development projects to 
Kyowa in return for the money. 

News reports say Mr. Suzuki, 
tiie former leader of Mr. Miyaza- 
wa’s faction in the governing par- 
ty, received money from Kyowa 
for agreeing to become chairman 
of a leisure dub planned by the 
company. 

Mr. Abe was the second-in- 
command of Mr. Miyazawa’s fac- 
tion until last December. 

Television news showed Mr. 
Abe, 69, leaving in a black car 
from the Tokyo Detention Cen- 
tre, where he had been held since 
his Jan. 23 arrest. Press cars, 
motorcycles and helicopters 
chased after Mr. Abe's car for. 
several hours. 

Legislators are generally pro- 
tected from arrest while parlia- 
ment is in session. The current 
session began on Jan. 24 and is 
scheduled to last until June 21. 

Mr. Abe has acknowledged he 
received money from Kyowa, but 
said in a statement Wednesday 
that be was innocent of the brib- 
ery charges. 

Opposition parties have called 
for Mr. Abe’s resignation from 
parliament and deman d ed that be 
be summoned to testify m parlia- 
ment about the scandal. 

Meanwhile, a separate scandal 
involving Tokyo Sagawa Kyubra, 
a mob-tainted trucking company, 
surfaced in media reports. 

Prosecutors have said they are 
investigating allegations that 
Tokyo Sagawa Kyuban distri- 
buted millions of dollars to more 


Rioters blocked boat people fleeing 
fire, Hong Kong police say 


HONG KONG (R) — Ninety- 
two Vietnamese boat people will 
be charged with rioting in a Hong 
Kong camp where 21 inmates 
died in an arson attack, a police 
spokesman said Wednesday. 

. Spokesman Frauds U ako said 
witnesses bad told police that a 
mob had stopped fellow inmates 
escaping from the blazing hut in 
which the 21, indnding five chil- 
dren, died during a riot at the 
Shek Kong Camp early Tuesday. 

“We are going to charge 92 
Vietnamese people with rioting 
tomorrow. They will appear in 
court on Friday,” he said. “That 
is a bolding charge because... the 
investigation is continuing. 

“As to other offences like mur- 
der and arson, (that) is something 
we have to dig into more. We 
anticipate more charges will be 
laid.” 

The 21 North Vietnamese all 
died at Shek Kong when a rival 


gang of southerners set their hut 
ablaze by pash Lag bunting blank- 
ets through windows and under 
the roof. 

Asked about the results of a 
police murder inquiry, Mr. Li 
said: “Witnesses stated that dur- 
ing the chaos they saw more thaw 
10 persons blocking people from 
leaving the blazing hut in which 
we found 21 bodies.” 

Inmat es had later turned over 
150 homemade weapons to 
police, Mr. Li said. 

The riot, triggered by a dispute 
over hot water late Monday, was 
by far the wont in a seres of vioKenc 
incidents which have hit Hong 
Kong's boat people ramps since 
Vietnamese started fleeing their 
country in 1975. 

Earlier Wednesday hundreds 
of Vietnamese, some armed with 
homemade weapons, poured out 
of their huts dining a second fire 


alarm at Shek Kong, a makeshift 
camp on an air base in Hong 
Kong’s rural new territories. 

Police at first suspected 
another arsonist started Wednes- 
day’s blaze, which burnt down an 

empty but. But Mr. U later said: 
“It was not arson. It was caused 
by (Vietnamese) children. That 
but was empty. Some children 
went inside and caused the fire.” 

Firemen put out the blaze in 
half an hour and there was no 
fighting. “When we calmed them 

down raying it was only a fin, not 

any other trouble, they went bade 
to their huts,” Mr, li said. 
t Aft w the incident, police 
forced boat people to surrender 
153 homemade weapons similar 
to the metal bars and wooden 
stakes used in Tuesday’s riot. 

A search of dormitory blocks 
yielded another 70 items which 
could be turned into weapons, 
such as planks of wood. 


Cezanne painting 
goes missing from 
Rome gallery 

ROME (R) — A waters stow by ; 
French impressonist Paul Ccaaa- 
ne has gone cussing from Rome's 
Modem Art Gallery and ss» 
have been stolen, the Arts Mfrm- 
try said. A ministry spokesman 
said the work, the only one by tie 
I9th century artist tn an fttitae 
museum, was not on show bet 
kept un framed in a deposit. The 
work has landscapes by Ceafft c 
on both sides — Path Through 
Rocks and Landscape With Lake 
It went missing a week a go tea 
tbe toss was kept secret for sever* 
al days. The spokesman uti 
police would search the gaHory. 
“This is only the lares sipu, of 
how the authorities are complete- 
ly incapable of safeguarding the 
national heritage." said art teto- 
na n Giulio Carlo Argan, a far- 
mer mayor of Rome. 

Thai minister 
opposes sex tourism 

NEW YORK (R) — Mfegtei 
Viravaidya. a cabinet (tester 
who heads Thailand's sao-AlDS 
campaign, said ha country tt con- 
cerned about tourists bringing the 
deadly disease with them. Mr. 
Media: said in an interview in the 
iatest issue of Newsweek maga- i 
zinc that Thailand, where pits- , 
ticution is legal wanted to discour- 
age tourism for the purpose of sex 
and he hoped other nation 
would cooperate. “We behere 
it’s time that developed countries 
do something to prevent their 
citizens from coming out tar tbs 
developing world to exploit 
women ami children.” Medtai £ j - 
said in interview. “Men from v 
Japan must be sin - ' *d out — aho j- 

Europeans and Aj^traSaas rad 
some Americans.” he added. Mr. 
Mechai. 51, also said that Japan. 
India, Bangladesh arid parts of 
China already had “very serious 
AIDS problems.*’ "My suspnos 
is that Japan is hiding a lot," Mr. 
Mechai was quoted as saying. 
“Japanese men travel aS ovw 
Asia, have sex everywhere,, and 
even have their own sex end ares 
in Bangkok." Mr;. Mechai said 
his government, with the coop* 
eration of many businesses, had j 
I begun an aggressive education 
campaign to battle AIDS, even 
recruiting film stars to appear 
free. He also said the gove r nmen t 
had begun a campaign to rime 
down brothels where w omen are 
found to have sexually transmit- 
ted diseases. 

British art forger 
is victim of 
his own game 

LONDON (R) — A London 
pawnbroker bought a picture be- 
lieving it to have been painted by 
Britain's best-known art fmger 
only to discover that it was afriu. ; r 
The landscape, bearing the riptt- 
tore Tom Keating, was bought t 
for £1.500 ($2,700) and the pawn- 
broker thought be had a bargain 
as real Keatings can fetch 
thousands. Scrutiny by an ex- 
perts revealed the troth. Keating 
specialist John Brandler said: “ft > 
is atrocious, and the signature is 
not even accurate.” For years 
Keating, who died 'eight yens 
ago, fed the art market with 
copies of old masters winch were 
so convincing they deceived ex- 
perts at leading museums. 

Bangladesh plans 
to halve birthrate ** 

DHAKA (R) — Prime Minister r ' 
Begum Khaleda Zia has s 
said she plans to halve Bang- 
ladesh’s birthrate in four years, 
the Bangladesh News Agency -? 
(BSS) reported. “The main target 
of our population policy e to 
bring down the present pqpsU- ■ 
tion growth rate from 2.17 qer 
cant to 1.08 per cent (a year) oy 
19 95 .” BSS quoted her as tdfctg 
a family planning pr o g r am me. 
“Give me a planned family and I 
wifl give you a happy, pio s pefog a . 

and self-reliant country," she 
said- “Development efforts wffl 
be in vain if the population con- 
tinues to grow unbridled." > 

Gorilla loses toe % 
after fight with mate ^ 

^EVELAND (AP) — Katie, a 1 
lowland gorilla whose mata was . 
switched over the objections of' 
?ti®aJ-ngbts activists, sen into a - - 
fi^t with her new beau and '• 
5j™ 3* ksfofi pare of a toe. 
Oscae’ hsf Katie, and part of her 
toe nad to be amputated A 6 .. . 
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo said. . \ 
Kane abo was treated for a 
tinwed badt. Zoo officials said- . • 
Ousting, bitting and hafr-p wKg g * 
are normal gorilla behaviour. 

^We feel there is a struggle for 
wntinance here,” said ^ i r a |w r 
Alan Sironen. Katie was sepa* 
rated from her old beau, Ttratny, 1 
m November after 13 b&aftJi 
months. 



